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* CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


PREAMBLE. 


WHEREAS, A struggle is going on in all 
the nations of the civilized world between the 
oppressors and the oppressed of all countries, a 
struggle between the capitalist and laborer, 
which grows in intensity from year to year, 
and will work disastrous results to the toiling 
millions if they are not combined for mutual 
protection and benefit; 

It, therefore, behooves the representatives 
of the Trade and Labor Unions of America, 
in convention assembled, to adopt such meas- 
ures and disseminate such principles among 
the mechanics and laborers of our country as 
will permanently unite them to secure the rec- 
ognition of the rights to which they are justly 
entitled. 

We, therefore, declare ourselves in favor of 
the formation of a thorough Federation, em- 
bracing every Trade and Labor Organization in 
America, organized under the trade-union sys- 
tem. 


CONSTITUTION. 
ArticLe I,—NameE. 

This Association shall be known as “The 
American. Federation of Labor,” and shall con- 
sist of such Trade and Labor Unions as shall 
conform to its rules and regulations. 


Articie II.—OsjEctTs. 


Section 1. The objects of this Federation 
shall be the encouragement and formation of 
Local Trade and Labor Unions, and the closer 
federation of such societies through the _or- 
ganization of Central Trade and Labor Un- 
ions in every city, and the further combination 
of such bodies, into State, Territorial or Pro- 
vincial organizations, to secure legislation in 
the interest of the working masses. 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National and 
International ‘Trade Unions, based upon a strict 
recognition of the autonomy of each trade, and 
the promotion and advancement of such bod- 
ies 

Sec. 3. An American Federation of all Na- 
tional and International Trade Unions to aic 
and assist each other, and, furthermore, to se- 
cure National Legislation in the interest of 
the working people and influence public opin- 
ion, by peaceful and legal methods, in favor 
of organized labor. 

Sec. 4. To aid and encourage the labor 
press of America. 


Articte IITI.—Convenrion. 


Section 1. The Convention of the Federa- 
tion shall meet annually at 10 ,A. M., on the 


second Monday in December, at such place as 
the delegates have selected at the preceding 
Convention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the Convention 
the President shall take the chair and call the 
Convention to order, and preside during its 
sessions. 

Sec. 3. The following committees, consist- 
ing of five members each, shall be appointed 
by the President: 1st, Rules and Order of 
Business; 2d, Report of President; 3d, Re- 
port of Executive Council; 4th, Report of 
Secretary; 5th, Resolutions: 6th, Laws; 7th, 
Organization; 8th, Labels and Boycotts; 9th, 
Grievances, 1oth, Local or Federated Bodies. 

Sec. 4. The President shall direct the Chief 
Executive Officers of three National or Inter- 
national Unions, at least ten days previous to 
the holding of the Annual Convention, to ap- 
point one delegate each from their respective 
delegations elect, who shall compose an Audit- 
fng Committee. This Committee shall meet 
at the place for holding the Convention three 
days prior to the Convention, and they shall 
audit the accounts of the Federation for the 
preceding twelve months, and report upon cre- 
dentials immediately upon the opening of the 
Convention. The expense of said committee 
shall be paid out of the funds of the Federa- 
tion. 

Sec. 5. Resolutions of any character, or 
propositions for changes in this Constitution, 
intended for consideration by the Convention, 
shall be sent to the Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor at least two weeks previ- 
ous to the date of the Convention. The Secre- 
tary shall have the same compiled and printed 
in the program of business and mailed to each 
delegate-elect and to the executive officer of 
each affiliated organization, and no resolution 
or constitutional provision shall be considered, 
unless printed in the program, without a two- 
thirds vote of the Convention. 

Sec. 6. The report of the Grievance Com- 


mittee shall be considered in Executive ses- 
sion. 
Sec. 7. None other than members of a 


bona fide trade-union shall be permitted to ad- 
dress the Convention or read papers therein 
except by a two-thirds vote of the Convention. 

Sec. 8. Party politics, whether they be dem- 
ocratic, republican, socialistic, populistic, pro- 
hibition or any other, shall have no place in 
the Conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor. 


ArTIcLE IV.—REPRESENTATION. 


Section 1. The basis of representation in 
the Convention shall be: From National or 
International Unions, for less than four thous- 
and members, one delegate; four thousand or 
more, two delegates; eight thousand or more, 
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three delegates; sixteen thousand or more, 
four delegates; thirty-two thousand or more, 
five delegates, and so on; and from Central 
Bodies and State Federations, and from Local 
Unions not having a national union, and from 
Federal Labor Unions, one delegate. Only 
bona fide wage- workers. who are not members 
of, or eligible to membership in, other trade 
unions shall be eligible as delegates from Fed- 
eral Trade Unions. 

Sec. 2. The delegates shall be elected at 
least two weeks previous to the Annual Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L., and the names of 
such delegates shall be forwarded to the Sec- 


retary ~ this body immediately after their 
election. 
Sec. 3. Questions may be decided by divi- 


sion or a show of hands, but if a call of the 
roll is demanded by one- tenth of the delegates 
present, each delegate shall cast one vote for 
every one hundred members, or major fraction 
thereof, he represents, but no City or State 
Federation shall be allowed more than one vote. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall prepare for use 
of the Conventior. printed poll lists, containing 
the number of votes the delegates from Na- 
tional and International Unions are entitled to, 
based upon the average membership during 
the year, from reports made to the office of 
the Federation not later than October 31st 
preceding the Annual Convention. 

Sec. 5. No organization which has seceded 
or has been suspended or expelled from any 
National or International Organization con- 
nected with the Federation shall be allowed a 
representation or recognition in this Federa- 
tion or in any Central Body or National or 
International Union connected with the A. F. 
of L., under penalty of the suspension of the 
body violating this section. 

Sec.'6. No organization shall be entitled to 
representation unless such organization has 
applied for and obtained a certificate of. affilia- 
tion at least one month prior to the Conven- 
tion, and no person shall be recognized as a 
delegate who is not a member in good stand- 
ing of the organization he is elected to rep- 
resent. 


ArtIcLE V.—OFFICERS. 

Section 1. The officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, four Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to be 
elected by the Convention, and these officers 
shall be the Executive Council. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary shall 
be members of the succeeding Convention in 
case they are not delegates, but without vote. 

Sec. 3. All elective officers shall be mem- 
bers of a local organization connected with 
the American Federation of Tabor. 

Sec. ‘he terms of the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor shall expire on 
the first day of January succeding the Con- 
vention, 

Sec. 5. The 
engage suitable 
Washington, D. 


President and Secretary shall 
offices in the same building at 
C., for the transaction of the 


business or the organization. 
Sec. 6. All books and financial accounts 
shall, at all times, be open to the inspection 


of the President and Executive Council. 


ArticLe VI.—DutTt&s oF PRESIDENT. 
Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to preside at the Annual Convention; to 
exercise supervision of the Federation 


' 
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throughout its jurisdiction; to sign all offi- 
cial documents, and to travel with the consent 
of the Executive Council, whenever required, 
in the interest of the Federation. 

Sec. 2. The President shall submit to the 
Secretary, at the end of each month, an item- 


- ized account of all moneys, traveling and in- 


cidental, expended by him in the interest of 
the Federation, and shall report his acts and 
doings to the Annual Convention of the Fed- 
eration. 

Sec. 3. The President, if not a .delegate, 
shall have the casting vote in case of a tie, 
but shall not vote at other times. He shall 
be required to devote all his time to the in- 
terests of the Federation. 

Sec. 9. The President shall call meetings 
of the Executive Council, when necessary, and 
shall preside over their deliberations, and shall 
receive for his services such sum as the An- 
nual Convention may determine, payable 
weekly. 

Sec. 5. In case of a vacancy in the office 
of President by death, resignation or other 
cause, the Secretary shall perform the duties 
of the President until his successor is elected. 
In that event it shall be the duty of the Sec- 
retary to issue, within six days from date of 
vacancy, a call for a meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council at headquarters for the purpose 
of electing a President to fill said vacancy. 


ArticLte VII.—Duvties oF SEcRETARY. 


Section 1. The duties of the Secretary shall 
be to take charge of all books, papers and ef- 
fects of the general office; to conduct the cor- 
respondence pertaining to his office; to fur- 
nish the elective officers with the necessary 
stationery; to convene and act as Secretary 
at the Annual Convention, and furnish to the 
Committee on Credentials at the Convention 
a statement of the financial standing of each 
affiliated body; to forward, on March 1 and 
September 1 of each year, to the Secretaries 
of all affiliated organizations -a list of the 
names and addresses of secretaries and or- 
ganizers. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall keep all letters, 
documents, accounts, etc., in such manner as 
the Annual Convention may direct; he shall 
receive and collect all moneys due the Fed- 
eration, and pay them to the Treasurer, tak- 
ing his receipt therefor; provided that he may 
retain in his hands a sum not exceeding $250 
for current expenses, which money shall be 
ser out only on the approval of the Presi- 
dent. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary shall submit to the 
Auditing Committee for their inspection vouch- 


ers for all moneys expended; close all ac- 
counts of the Federation on October 31 of 
each year, and all moneys received or dis- 


bursed after such date shall not be reported 
in the general balance account of the ensuing 
Convention. He shall publish a financial re- 
port monthly in the American Federationist, 
and send one copy to each affiliated body, and 
such additional number of copies as may be 
ordered and paid for by any organization con- 
ones with the Federation. 

Sec. The Secretary shall give a bond of 
$1,000 tee the faithful performance of his du- 
ties, and for his services he shall receive such 
sum as the Annual Convention may deter- 
mine, payable weekly. 
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ArticLeE VIII.—Duties oF TREASURER. 


Section 1. The Treasurer shall receive and 
take charge of all moneys, property and se- 
curity of the Federation delivered to him by 
the Secretary. He shall deposit all moneys 
belonging to the Federation in bank in his 
name as Treasurer of the American Federation 
of Labor; and before any moneys thus de- 
posited can be drawn, each check shall be 
signed by him as Treasurer. 

Sec. 2. The Treasurer shall pay, through 
the Secretary, all warrants regularly drawn 
on him, signed by the President and coun- 
tersigned by the Secretary, as required by this 
Constitution, and none others. 

Sec. 3. The Treasurer shall submit to the 
Annual Convention a complete statement ofall 
receipts and disbursements during his term of 
office, and at the expiration of his term of 
office he shall deliver up to his successor all 
moneys, securities, books and papers of the 
Federation under his control, and for the 
faithful performance ‘of his duties he shall 
give a bond in such sum as the Executive 
Council may determine. The annual salary 
of the Treasurer shall be $100. 


Article IX.—ExecutivE CounciL. 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the 
Executive Council to watch legislative meas- 
ures directly affecting the interests of work- 
ing people, and to initiate whenever necessary, 
— legislative action as the Convention may 
direct. 

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall use 
every possible means to organize new National 
or International Trade or Labor Unions, and 
to organize Local Trade and Labor Unions 
and connect them with the Federation until 
such time as there is a sufficient number to 
form a National or International Union, when 
it shall be the duty of the President of the 
Federation to see that such organization is 


formed. , 
Sec. 3. When a National or International 
Union has been formed, the President shall 


notify all Iocal Unions ‘of that trade to affil- 
iate with such National or International Un- 
ion, and unless said notification be complied 
with within three months their charters shall 
be revoked. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council shall also 
prepare and present to the Convention in 
printed form a concise statement of the de- 
tails leading up to approved and pending boy- 
cotts, and no endorsement for a boycott shall 
he considered by the Convention except it has 
been so reported by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 5. While we recognize the right of 
each trade to manage its own affairs, it shall 
he the duty of the Executive Council to se- 
cure the unification of all labor organizations, 
so far as to assist each other in any trade dis- 
pute. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the revenue of the Fed- 
eration shall warrant such action, the Execu- 
tive Council shall authorize the sending out 
of Trade-union speakers, from place to place, 
in the interests of the Federation. 

Sec. 7. The remuneration for loss of time 
by members of the Executive Council or 
speakers engaged by them shall be $3.50 per 
day and traveling and hotel expenses. 

Sec. 8. The Executive Council shall have 
power to make rules _ to govern matters not 
in conflict with this Constitution or the Con- 


“fit from the strike fund of 
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stitution of affiliated unions, and shall report 
accordingly to the Federation. 


ArtTicLE X.—StTrRIKES AND LockouTs. 


Section 1. In case any National or Inter- 
national or Local body affiliated with this Fed- 
eration shall order a strike, or is locked out, 
and by reason of financial distress it shall be 
necessary for it to call upon the Federation 
for aid, the Executive Council, if they deem 
that such organization is entitled to receive 
such assistance, shall make an assessment, not 
exceeding two cents per member per week, 
upon every National, International and Local 
Body affiliated with the Federation. 

Sec. 2. Such assessment shall remain in 
force for a period not exceeding five con- 
tinuous weeks, unless otherwise ordered by a 
general vote of all National and International 
Unions affiliated. 

Sec. 3. Any National or International Or- 
ganization, or other body connected with this 
Federation, failing to comply with the re- 
quirements of Section 1, of this Article, within 
a period of thirty days, shall be suspended, 
aid shall not be reinstated until all arrearages 
are paid in full. 

Sec. 4. Accompanying a call for an as- 
sessment shall be a circular from the Presi- 
dent of the Federation, giving a detailed ac- 
count of the strike or lockout. 

Sec. No affiliated body of the American 
Federation of Labor shall be entitled to bene- 
the Federation un- 
til it has been six months affiliated, has paid 
six months’ per capita tax to the Federation, 
and must be in good standing. 


ARTICLE XI.—REVENUE. 


Section 1. The revenue of the Federation 
shall be derived as follows: From Interna- 
tional or National Trade-unions, a per capita 
tax of one-fourth of one cent per member per 
month; from Local Trade-unions and Federal 
Unions, one cent per member per month. Cen- 
tral Labor Unions and State Federated bodies 
shall each pay $2.50 every three months; if 
represented in Annual Convention $10 extra 
shall be paid. All moneys shall be payable 
to the Secretary of the Federation. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled to 
a seat in the Annual Convention unless the 
tax of their organization, as provided for in 
Section 1, of this Article, has been paid in 
full to October 31, preceding the Convention. 

Sec. 3. Any organization affiliated with this 
Federation not paying its per capita tax on or 
before the 15th of each month, shall be noti- 
fied of the fact by the Secretary of the Fed- 
eration, and if at the end of three months it is 
still in arrears, it shall become suspended from 
membership in the Federation, and can be __re- 
instated only by vote of the Convention, when 
such arrearages are paid in full, as provided 
in Section 2 of this Article. 


ArticteE XII.—Locat Centra Boptes. 


Section 1. No Central Labor Union or any 
other central body of delegates shall admit to 
their councils delegates from any local or- 
ganization that owes its allegiance to any other 
ody, National or International, hostile to any 
affliated organization, or that has been sus- 
pended or expelled by or not connected with 
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a National or International organization of 
their trade herein affiliated, under penalty of 
being denied representation in the Annual 
Convention of this Federation. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of all Na- 
tional and International Unions affiliated with 
the A. F. of L. to instruct their Local Unions 
to join chartered Central 
their vicinity where such exist. Similar in- 
structions shall be given by the F. of L. 
to all Federal Labor Unions under its juris- 
diction. 

Sec. 3. Where there are one or more Local 
Unions in any city belonging to any National 
or International Union affiliated with this 
Federation, they may organize a Trades As- 
sembly or Central Labor Union, or join such 
body, if already in existence. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council and Local 
Central Labor Unions shall use all possible 
means to organize and connect as Local Un- 
ions to National or International Unions the 
organizations in their vicinity; to aid the 
formation of National or International Unions 
where none exist, and to organize as Federal 
Labor Unions where the number of craftsmen 
preclude any other form of organization. 


Labor Unions in 


ArTICLE XIII.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


Section 1. Certificates of affiliation shall be 
granted by the President of the Federation, 
by and with the consent of the Executive 
Council, to all National and International Un- 
ions and Local bodies affiliated with this Fed- 
eration. 

Sec. 2. Seven wage-workers of good char- 
acter, following any trade or calling, who are 
favorable to Trade Valens, whose trade or call- 
ing is not organized, and are not members of 
any body affiliated with this Federation, who 
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will subscribe to this Constitution, shall have 
the power to form a local body to be known 
as a “Federal Labor Union,” and they shall 
hold regular meetings for the purpose of 
strengthening and advancing the Trades Union 
movement, and shall have the power to make 
their own rules in conformity with this Con- 
stitution, and shall be granted a local certifi- 
cate by the President of this Federation; pro- 
vided the request for a certificate be endorsed 
by the nearest Local or National Trades Un- 
ion officials connected with this Federation. 
Sec. 3. The certificate fee for affiliated bod- 
ies shall be $5, payable to the Secretary of the 
Federation, and the fee shall accompany the 


application. 

Sec. 4. The A. F. of L. shall refer all ap- 
plications for certificates of affiliation from 
Local Unions or Federal Labor Unions from 
a vicinity where a chartered Central Labor 
Union exists to that body for investigation 
and approval. 

Sec. 5. Certificates of affiliation shall not be 
granted by State Federations of Labor. That 
power is vested solely in the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L., and the Executive Offi- 
cers of National and International Unions af- 
filiated therewith. 

Sec. 6. Not more than three Federal Labor 
Unions shall be chartered in any one city. 
No Federal Labor Union shall be recognized 
as affiliated if its membership consists of a 
majority of active members of trade unions. 


ArTicLE XIV.—AMENDMENTS. 

This Constitution can be amended or_al- 
tered only at a regular session of the Con- 
vention, and to do so it shall require a two- 
thirds vote. 
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ORGANIZATIONS. O16 g 9 ©| NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES. 
28 lzead 
a Oo 6 
AalraA 
American Agents Association.......... 1 13 |C. H. Sidener, Louisville, Ky. 
Bakers and Confectioners Interna- 
tional Union, Journeymen............ 1 39 me Weismann, 5 Boerum st., Brook- 
yn 
BarbersInternat. Union, Journeymen| 1 18 tx .E. Lown, Bancroft House, eee 7. _ 
TT 60 F.Tobin tlantic ave., Boston, Mass. 
Boot and Shoe Makers’ Union.......... : 2 0 f G Wi Marcy, 08 iain of, Mavinere: ituen 
1 38) |Charles F. Bechtold, Granite Block, St. 
Brewery Workmen, National Union of Louis, Mo. 
1 37 Louis —. 48 W. Randolph st., Chi- 
cago, Il 


Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 


Brotherhood of ...............ceeeeeee 1 25 |Lee Johnson, New York Life Bldg., Kan- 
sas City, Kan, 
Carpenters and Joiners,Amalgamated 
WED Ol vsicnccntncdigecsivcocnscnewveees 1 16 |J. W. Quayle, 646 W. Erie st., Chicago, Ill. 
[ 50) |Henrvy Lloyd, 308 Chestnut ave., Jamaica 
| Plain, Boston, Mass. 
Carpenters and Joiners,United Broth-|} , 50{ |P. J. McGuire, box 844, Philadeiphia, Pa. 
UN Gi 6 o.0s hiccwesesncencsveeeccss ces H 50; |Samuel Yarnell, Victor, Col. 
{ 50 — Leslie, 4035 Cottage ave., St. Louis, 
0. 
Carriage and Wagon Makers Inter- 
National Union............ ...c cece eens 1 8 |Grant Luce. 1309 Pine st., St. Louis, Mo. 
f 70) |Sam. Gompers, 308 E. 125th st., N.Y. City. 
| 70 “7 Rs Tracey, 14 Hudson st., Boston. .— 
Cigarmakers Inter. Union of America|; 4 a M. ¢. pevees, 1150 Monon Bldg., Chi- 
cage, ¢ 
" “ - Whitaker, box 654 Salt Lake City, ~~ 
ta 
Clerks Nat. Protective Ass., Retail.... 1 16 |H. Mason, 3105 Calumet ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Coopers’ International Union......... 1 9 |John L. McFadden, 1 Connor st., Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 
Electrical Workers, Nat. Brother’dof| 1 b J.T. Kelly, 904 Olive st., pe ig a 
7 |H. White. 28 Lafayette Place, N, Y. City. 
Garment Workers of America, United 2 26 5 B. A. Larger, ail Ward ave.. Bellevue Ky - 
9 21 |Jas. Duncan, drawer 118, Baltimore, _-— 
Granite Cutters National Union....... 2 20 t James P. Marr. Barre, Vt. 
Horseshoers, International Union of 
SOUFTS VME 0.5.0.6 0 ccescccccson esc ctes 1 = R. Kenehan, 1548 ts Poe Col. — 
‘s | |Edward Barrett, S. Norwalk, Conn. 
Hatters of North America, United..../) 2 | 39¢ lj: philips, 477 Park ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Iron and Steel Workers, Amalgamated 
ASSOCIatiION Of.........ccceeceeree ce eees 1 80 - M. Gentane, 108 Fourth» ave., Pitts- 
ur 
Longshoremen's Ass., International . 1 40 Danidl ke Keefe, 3029 Lowe ave., Chicago,Ill. 
47) |J. O’Connell, 330 Monon bik., Chicago, Ill. = 
Machinists, Internat. Association of.. 4 47‘. |Robert Ashe, Somerville, Mas 
46) |Geo. H. Warner, 91 Center st., SN. Y. City. 


Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brassworkers Union...............+++ 1 Wm. Cowell, box 42, Toledo, O. 

P H. Penna. Linton, Ind. 

J. McBride, 137% S.'High st.. Columbus, O. 


P. McBryde, Clinton bldg., Columbus, oO. 





Mine Workers of America, United... 
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of lSeaa 
az =) Zo @ 
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Mineworkers Progressive Union of 
America, Mineral............... oe 1 35 » Paras Nee High st. Ishpeming, Mich. 
Miners, Western Federation of....... } 2 4 t P. wee 1 og honey ? orm 
j 40 David Black, 433 Walnut st., Cincinnati,O. 
Molders Union of North America,Iron|< 3 wo J.Valentine, 433 Wainut st.. "Cincinnati, O. 
( 40 ie . Keough, 38 Jane st , ,Green Island.N. Y. — 
7 29 chmalz ain st., Cincinnati, O. 
Musicians, American Federation of.. 4 2 Ot Robt. A. Mullen, N. Y. City (not present ) 
- ( 9) |James H. Sullivan, i314 N. Fulton ave., »— 
Painters and Decorators, Broth’d of..|/ 2 } |, Baltimore. md. 
aia \ hy * Johu T. Elliott, 1314 N. Fulton ave., Balti- 
l more, 
Pattern Makers National League. .... 1 9 |L. R. Thomas, Wylie ave., Pittsburg. Pa. pss 
Printing Pressmen’s Union, Internat. 1 34 . Johnson, American office, Nashville, 
enn. 
Railway Employees, Amal. Ass. of St.| 1 40 |W.D.Mahon,23 Kanter bldg ,Detroit,Mich. > 
20) |Andrew Furuseth, 513% East st.. San — 
Seamen’s Union, International........ 2 t Francisco. Cal. 
20) |T. J. —/+: 121 N. Desplaines st., Chi- 
cago. 111. 
Slate Quarrymens National Union.. J 2 |H. W. Evans, Granville. N. Y.. 
Spinners Association, Cotton Mule.. F 1 . meng eo —_ rr Mass. 
¢ 54 obn B. Lennon, Bloomington, Iil. = 
TailorsUnion ofamerica,Journeymen 1? | 95¢ B.S. Christopherson, 122) Elm st., Rock- 
ord, Ill. 
Tobacco Workers Union, National.... 1 35 |J. White, 1020 Rutger st., St. Louis, Mo. 
f 71) |W. B. Prescott, Indianap - jis, Ind. 
| 71| |Edward Hirsh Nevws office, Baltimore, Md. 
Typographical Union, International..|{ 4 71+ |Dan. J. Sullivan, 1629 Park ave.. N.Y.City. 
| " Frank Morrison, 2201 W. Congress st., 
Chicago, Ill. 
Weavers, Amal. Ass. of Elastic Web..| 1 3 |Thos, Pollard, box 172, N. Abington, Mass. 
Woodworkers [nternational Union... 1 26 |Thomas - Kidd, 146 W. Madison st., Chi- 
cago. Il 
Illinois State Federation............... 1 1 |0.E. weettary, 1385 W. Sixtieth st , Chi-~ 
cago 
Massachusetts State Federation 1 1 |John F. O'Sullivan, Globe office, Boston. 
New York State Federation.. 1 1 |T. D. Fitzgerald, 34, Union st. »Albany.N.Y. 
Baltimore (Md.) Federation of Labor. 1 1 |Chas. H. Myers, 703 Fidelity bldg. 
Boston (Mass.) Central Labor Union.. 1 1 Ed. O’Donnell, 45 Elliot st. 
Cincinnati (O) Central Labor Council. 1 1 Frank L. Rist. 321 Neave st. ~~ 
Dist. of ColumbiaCcntralLaborUnion| 1 1 wa. paver, 2 Massachusetts ave., Wash- 
ngton, 
Duluth (Minn.) Fed. Trades Council... 1 1 |George Warde, 515 E. Eighth st. 
Erie (P.) Federated Trades Assembly. 1 1 |George (. Findlay. Labor World, 
Hamilton(O )Trades and Labor Council 1 1 Jerome C. Blair. 6 Washington st. 
Indianapolis (Ind.)Cent’] Labor Union| 1 1 Henry Hedderich, 311 Spring st.— 
Kansas City (Mo.) Industrial Council.. 1 1 P. E. Duffy, 1323 Grand ave. 
Lawrence(Mass.)Central Libor Union 1 1 Richard Cullinane, 17 Crusby st. 
Louisville (Ky.) Central Labor Union| 1! 1 |Humpbhrey Knecht. 622 Jefferson st. 
Nashville (Tenn.) T. and L. Council... 1 1 M. J. Noonan, 502 Broad st. 
St.Louis (Mo.) Trades and LaborUnion| 1 1 |David Kreyline, 727 Shenandoah st.— 
Toledo (O.) Central Labor Union...... 1 1 R. G. Rudd. 1330 Elmwood ave. 
Zanesville (O.) Central Labor Union.. 1 1 H. L. Shyrock, 1€0 Fulton st. 
Bicycle Workers Union, No 6763....... 1 1 |R. G. Henry, 176 Dana st., Cleveland, O. 
Butcher Workmen's Union, No. 6398... 1 ! |John F. Hart. care P. Stiefr ater’s Sons, 
Varick st., Utica, N. 
Butchers Union, No. 6146, Sheep....... 1 1 George. hyer, 1819 } A st., Kansas 
City 
Butchers Union, No. 6496, Beef......... 1 1 w. . Schwartz, 324 S. Third st., Kansas 
City, Ka 
Butchers Union, No.5v69, Meat Cutters| 1 1 |H. D. Call, "124 Linden st., Syracuse, N. Y. a= 
Coremakers Union, No. 6581............ 1 1 James P. Murphy, 189 Cambridge st., East 
Cambridge. Mass. 
Coremakers Union, No. 5672.. ......... 1 1 Edwin 110 Trumbull st., Eliza- 
beth, N. 
Coremakers Union, No. 6451............ 1 1 William J. a Yonkers, N. Y. 
Coremakers Union, No. 5214............ 1 1 a Plunkett, 53 Asylum st., Cleve- 
land, O. 
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Coremakers Union, No. 5900 ... ...... 
Coremakers Union, No. 6589 
Coremakers Union, No. 6570 
Drop Forgers and Ha.) mermen’s Pro- 
tective Union, No. 6485. 
Engineers Protec. Un., No. 5703, Steam 
Engineers Union,No. 6690, Progressive 
Stationar 
Engineers Union, No. 6526, Brother- 
hood of Stationary 
Engineers Progressive Ass.. 66 
Federal Labor Union, No. 5915 


Federal Labor Union, No. 


Federal Labor Union, No. 6 
Federal Labor Union, No. 
Federal Labor Union, No. 
Federal Labor Union, No. 6617......... 
Filers Protective Union, No. 6483 
Firemen’s Protective Union, No. 6723. 
Fishermen’s Protective Union, No. 
6321, columbia River.................- 
Grinders and Strappers Union.No 6501 
Hod Carriers Union, No. 6805. 
Holders-On, No. 6789, Brotherhood ot. 
Iron Workers and Helpers Un..No.6709 
Lathe Operators Union, No. 6625....... 
Paving Departm’t Workers Un.No.6751 






Screw Makers Protec. Union, No. 6256. 
Sewer and Building Bricklayers 
Union, No. 5244 


Tunnel Miners Association, No. 6753... 


TradeUn. Congress of GreatBritain. 


a 
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DELEGATE. 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES. 
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F. W. Frietsch, 1921 Freeman st., Cincin- 
nati, O. 

Fred Burman, Labor Temple,Utica, N.Y. 

Wm. Sarginson, 6U Little st., Buffalo,N.Y. 


W. E. Rausch, Toledo, O. 
J. M. Smales, 514 Mary St., Denver, Col. 


3 Tomsen, 2425 S. Broadway, St. Louis, 


S. L. Bennett,1002 Ridge ave., Kansas City. 

C.J,.DeLong. 615 Washburn av., Chicago,I)). 

Geo. E. McNeil, 131 Devonshire st., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

T. J. Donnelly, 5th st., 
Cincinnati. O. 

G. F. Daggett, 706 Peach st., Lincoln. Neb. 

S. P. Ewing, 877 KE. Long st., Columbus, O. 

Aug. Dorre, 321 Parnell av.. Chicago, Ill. 

Chas. P. Fahey, Nashville. Tenn. 

W.G. Rudd, 112 Maiden ave., Toledo, O. 

H. E. Beard, 431 Hamilton st., Toledo, O. 


near Broadway, 


N. J. Svindseth, Astoria, Ore. 

Jno. Mulholland,:20 Huron st., Toledo, O. 

J. Crook, 3101 Lambdin ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

Wm. Hogan, 6 Stone st., Clevelaud, O. 

J. F.O’Malley,123 Weddel st., Cleveland,O. 

John Walsh, 1212 Lincoln ave., Toledo, O. 

J. F. Timilty, 10 Cottage Place, Roxbury, 
Boston, Mass. 

Wm. Weil, 730 "Wisconsin st., Toledo, O. 


Aug. Rauchfleisch, 301 Dolloff st., Cleve- 
land, Ohio 

Patrick Kelly, 3950 Wentworth ave., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

Sam Woods, 19 Buckingham st., Strand, 
London, Eng. 

John Mallinson, 21 Comeley Banks ave., 
Edinburgh, N. B.. Great Britain. 








The above list shows that 117 delegates were present, representing 92 organizations, of 
which 38 were national and international, 3 state branches, 15 central bc dies 35 local and 
federal labor unions, and the Trade Union Congress of Great Britain. 














SIXTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
1896 


Report of Proceedings. 


FIRST DAY—Morning Session. 


Cincinnati, O., Monday, December 14, 1896. 

The sixteenth annual convention of the 
American Federation of Labor met in Odd 
Fellows’ Hall, on the date, at 10:30 
A. M. It was opened by President Samuel 
Gompers, who, after a few introductory re- 
marks, introduced E. J. Denney, General Sec- 
retary of the Iron Molders’ Union of North 
America. 


above 


Mr. Denney stated that it was intended that 
their President, Martin Fox, should extend a 
welcome to the delegates on behalf of the 
trade-unionists of Cincinnati, but that he was 
unable to be present owing to the death of 
his mother. On behalf of Mr. Fox, he there- 
upon delivered the following: 


ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 

Mr. President and Delegates to the Six- 
teenth Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor:—The pleasant duty has 
devolved upon me to extend to you on behalf 
of organized labor of Cincinnati, their glad 
appreciation of your presence and a_ hearty 
welcome to their midst. 

feel, sir, that one more capable of doing 
justice to the occasion, and one who, in more 
fitting terms might have bid you welcome, 
could have been chosen; but what my words 
may lack in eloquence, I trust, will be more 
than counterbalanced by their heartiness and 
cordiality. As a citizen—I might go further— 
as a native of this goodly Queen City of the 
West, whose rapid extension and develop- 
ment is but another of those punctuation points 
which have marked the successful progress of 
American energy and enterprise, and its con- 
quering march from the Atlantic’s rugged 
shores to the sun-kissed bosom of the broad 
Pacific, and in its name I bid you welcome. I 
welcome you, too, to one of those busy hives 
of human industry, the condition of whose 
workers might well be said to have furnished 


the impulse and motive of the movement that 
is represented by this assemblage today. In 
this flourishing city of ours, we have our work- 
shops and our factories, our railroads and our 
steamboats; we have our colleges and our 
schools, our beautiful parks, and rolling water- 
way; we have our wealth and culture on the 
hill-tops, our poverty and degradation on the 
river front; we have our museums of science 
and art, and our dens of infamy and sin; vir- 
tue and vice, the good and the bad; we have 
our share of all of them. Such is society, that 
furnishes the intelligent thinker with food for 
that discriminating thought and earnest con- 
sideration which the paradoxical condition of 
human relationship might truly be said to de- 
mand. 

What a wonderful study humanity is! The 
contemplation of its development and _ pro- 
gress in this new world will fill the inquiring 
mind with both approbation and regret. Let us 
briefly indulge in -a_ retrospective glance at 
our history. We turn our gaze on that period 
when the sturdy Pilgrim Fathers landed on 
our barren shores about this time of the year, 
two hundred and seventy-six years ago. Ex- 
iles they were for conscience sake, who, with 
the heaven-born impulse of freedom throbbing 
within their breasts, left behind the compara- 
tive luxury and comfort of civilization, and 
chose to brave the dangers of an unknown 
land, and wrest from its pathless forest and 
stubborn glebe a scanty livelihood, gather than 
to stifle their longings for freedom and the 
enjoyment of their civil and religious liberties. 
We admire these hardy pioneers and revere 
their memory. 

Still further down the page of time and we 
find the progeny of that noble stock again 
maintaining, with untold sacrifices, the good 
old cause against the hand of the oppressor. 
Once more is it triumphant and the enjoy- 
ment of liberty assured to after generations. 
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land, unto 
all inhabitants thereof,’ such was the tocsin 
of 1776, and bravely was it vindicated. Fired 
with the spirit of this new birth, that famous 
declaration was made, guaranteeing to all fu- 
ture generations on this free soil, the in- 
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alienable rights for which they themselves had 
so gloriously striven. 

Again we pass on, and pause at the sound of 
that dread gun, whose reverberations rolled 
o’er mountain and o’er plain and called from 
furrowed field and busy workshop the farmer 
and the mechanic to do battle again for their 
grand heritage. Unworthy would the sons of 
such noble sires have proven had they not 
promptly responded to the call in defense and 
vindication of the sacred trust that had been 
confided to their care, and which they had 
a taught to cherish as dearer than life it- 
self. 

But turn we from this harrowing sight— 
brother against brother, father against son— 
to join in the peans of victory when for a 
third time freedom was triumphant. 

But, in this glad moment of victory, there 
arises, as though it were the shadow of death, 
a dark and ominous cloud; insignificant at 
first it expands with fleeting time until it 
threatens to envelop this broad land in its 
direful gloom. The war freed the black slave, 
but planted the seeds of a slavery, which, 
unless withstood with all the energy and spirit 
of those who have gone before, will hold up 
to derision and stamp as a vain, foolish dream 
the noble sentiments and glorious structure of 
the founders of this republic. 

The shadow of modern industrialism is by 
no means confined to, or a feature of this 
nation. It is common to all organized com- 
munities although in each it may have been 
evolved by different methods. Alive to_ this 
fact, labor is rapidly becoming cosmopolitan. 
Geographical boundaries, race differences, and 
prejudices are being obliterated and the hewers 
of wood and the drawers of water of every 
clime are joining hands and pledging fraternity 
in the struggle against the common danger 
which threatens them. But those blatant ora- 
tors, who would insinuate from this that the 
workers of a nation are lacking in patriotism, 
are sadly in error; for is not that the noblest 
patriotism, which has for its object the up- 
lifting and social improvement of the great 
mass of the people; which looks within the 
factory walls and puts forth its hand to rescue 
from premature toil the child of tender years; 
which contemplates with pain the dreadful 
struggles and sufferings of the wretched dwell- 
ers of the tenement factory and_ sweat-shop, 
and strives for their amelioration; which 
views with sympathetic eye the unfair condi- 
tions that surround so many of those whose 
labors provide the very foundation of a na- 
tion’s greatness, and by instilling into their 
minds the spirit of the fathers, seeks to unite 
them in defense of their inalienable rights. 
Such patriotism is trade-unionism; a patriot- 
ism that is for the good of all the people, the 
patriotism of that lover of the plain people 
and martyr in their cause—Abraham Lincoln. 

Speaking, then as a trades-unionist of Cin- 
cinnati, it is with some regret that I can not 
tell you that I welcome you to a city where 
the forces of organized labor are commensurate 
with its commercial and industrial import- 
ance. But it was not alwavs thus and will 
not always be so. Only a few years ago la- 
bor’s forces were strong and effective in their 
protection of the toilers of Cincinnati, but to- 
day, unfortunately, we stand the victims of 
strife and that of unprecedented trade depres- 
sion which has so long brooded like a genius of 
evil over this fair land. 
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But, sir, lest these words be construed as 
pessimistic. can assure you and your co- 
delegates that we possess within us that potent 
germ, which awaits but the warmth and glow 
of the sun of prosperity to burst anew into 
refreshed and invigorated life and activity. 
As a guarantee of my statement I might point 
to the fact thz we have a Central Labor 
Council whose leading spirits are ever active 
and alert in propagating and defending the 
principles of true trades-unionism, and_ en- 
couraging and strengthening its weaker repre- 
sentatives. We :ealize, too, that your advent 
among us will tend to stimulate our future 
efforts; and congratulate ourselves on our 
good forfine in securing for our city the honor 
of your presence in this, the second meeting 
of the American Federation of Labor within 
the confines of our state. 

That other meeting, to which I refer as 
having been held in Ohio, marked an_ im- 
portant epoch in the history of this Federa- 
tion. It will be remembered that in 1881 
what was known as “The Federation of Or- 
ganized Trades and Labor Unions” was or- 
ganized, and continued to meet in annual ses- 
sion till 1886, when it became merged into 
the present body organized at tnat same date. 
To comprehend the causes which brought about 
this movement on the part of the trades-un- 
ionists of this country, recall briefly with me 
the state of the labor world. You will re- 
member that in 1886, that grand organization 
of working men, the Knights of Labor—for it 
was a grand organization despite its mistakes 
and present decadence—was in the zenith of 
its power. Men thought of the labor problem 
as they had never thought before, and filled 
with a noble enthusiasm many were of the 
opinion that nothing could postpone its suc- 
cessful solution. Trades-unionists. were not 
slow to learn the lesson that if their organiza- 
tions would preserve their usefulness, they 
must depart from the narrow craft policy that 
had hitherto, to a large extent, distinguished 
them; and to meet the exigencies of altered 
conditions they must come together in a fed- 
eration or union of unions, and unitedly, ex- 
tend their field of labor into a comprehensive 
consideration of these problems common to 
all who toil, while at the same time preserving 
to each of its elements the fullest internal 
autonomy. Therein lies the safeguard and 
guarantee of the permanency of this Federa- 
tion. Depart from that principle, and seek 
to modify its functions, so that they will 
trench upon the province of the trades-union 
itself, even though it be urged that it would 
render the Federation more effective as an 
offensive or defensive force, or remodel its 
platform to accord with the views of the more 
extreme in our midst, and, in my humble 
opinion, you sound the death-knell of the 
usefulness of the American Federation of La- 
bor. Reverting again to the history of this 
body; since 1886 it has grown in favor till 
today it is generally recognized as being rep- 
resentative of the most progressive thought 
and wisest conservatism of the labor movement. 

Year after year its history has been marked 
by an extension of its power and _ influence, 
and it is not too much to expect that in the 
near future it will comprehend within itself 
all bodies of organized toilers who are sin- 
cerely struggling for the elevation of labor 
along advanced and progressive trades-union 
lines. As trades-unionists, we, of Cincinnati, 
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rejoice in its success and growth; we recog- 
nize its powers for good in keeping a vigilant 
eye upon our interests in the legislative halls 
of the country, and in propagating those prin- 
ciples which, in our opinion, will prove of the 
most immediate practical benefit to the toilers 
of our land. 

My task would be but imperfectly done 
were I not briefly to refer to the presence 
with us of the representatives of the million 
and a quarter trades-unionists across the sea. 
I feel no shame in saying that from the work- 
ing men of Great Britain we borrowed the 
principles of trades-unionism that have taken 
root and are flourishing so well in America. 
Our American trades-union is simply in Brit- 
ish counterpart modified to suit the differing 
necessities and conditions amid which it has 
been transplanted. I will go further, sir, and 
say this Federation itself owes its existence in 
no small measure to the example set by our fel- 
low-unicnists of the land from which our two 
friends come to extend to us fraternal greet- 
ings. We welcome them, and trust that while 
they remain with us they shall acquire such 
pleasant memories as may for many years 
keep green their recollections of America and 
her people, while with the better knowledge 
gained, the good will of the workers of both 
nations will be more firmly cemented. 

nd now, brothers, I will not much longer 
keep you from entering upon those delibera- 
tions which, I trust, may be fruitful of much 
good to that great mass of struggling human- 
ity whose crying necessity is the most eloquent 
plea for unselfish and intelligent consideration. 
I do not expect, you do not expect, that it is 
within the range of possibility to unravel the 
tangled web of society and determine the true 
position of labor in its midst at this or many 
future similar conventions. But there are cer- 
tain phases or subdivisions of the great ques- 
tion that are of such an eminently practical 
character as to merit the fullest concentration 
of your wisdom and intelligence. ft may not 
be altogether appropriate in an address of 
welcome to express an opinion, but, sir, I be- 
lieve I voice the sentiments of those whom I 
represent when I say the question above all 
others is, ‘‘How shall we most speedily and 
most successfully establish an eight-hour work- 
day?”’ No one claims for this movement that 
it is the panacea for all our ills, but it has 
been demonstrated by every argument of mo- 
rality, of utility and of necessity, that a re- 
duction of the hours of labor is both benefi- 
cent and followed by a most salutary improve- 
ment in the conditions of those affected. Is 
it not good policy, then, to banish from our 
present councils those more abstract or more 
remote questions of reform which are still but 
embryos in the fertile brain of the philoso- 
pher and have not entered upon the sphere of 
practicability, and lend our best and greatest 
energies to the consummation of those re- 
forms which have stood the test of years of 
opposition and criticism, to the end that the 
workman may be better qualified to construe 
the lesson of society and its anomalies and 
by his enlarged and~ broadened opportunities 
be enabled to grapple more successfully with 
their problems The necessity for such in- 
creased opportunity has been most strikingly 
demonstrated in the political campaign which 
came to an end about a month ago. 

Education is the great safeguard of the lib- 
erties of the people. The more generous, the 
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more practical it is, the more effective that 
safeguard. In a state of ignorance or semi- 
ignorance, man is easily manipulated and led 
astray by the more unscrupulous and shrewder 
of his kind; but fortified by individual knowl- 
edge, supported by a trained mind, he learns 
to discriminate for himself and bursts the 
bounds of that political dependence which now 
enthralls him. 

Labor furnishes a broad field for the investi- 
gator, and as time goes on the intricacies of 
the problem seem to multiply. One of these 
was most tersely, yet comprehensively, ex- 
pressed by the factory inspector of the state 
of Illinois, when he said: ‘Women are dis- 
placing men, children women, and machinery 
all three.” Shall the genius of man conjure 
up a master, and constitute himself its slave? 
Or shall the God-given powers of reason and 
invention be adapted to their true purpose, and 
mark in their progress, brighter days, happier 
lives, and a more perfect and beautiful hu- 
manity. 

urn, then, to your labors encouraged by 
the thought of the nobility of your cause. 
Thrust from your minds any promptings of 
selfishness or personal ambition that will en- 
danger its peaceful and harmonious progress; 
and with Cincinnati’s “God speed and wel- 
come,” still ringing in your ears, apply your- 
selves to the labors before you, full of the 
hope inspired by the thought that in the plan 
of Divine Providence 


“There is gold for all 
bosom, 
There is food for all in the world’s great 


in the world’s broad 


store; 
Enough is provided if rightly divided; 

Tet each man take what he needs—no more.” 
and Presi- 


The address was well received, 


dent Gompers replied, extending the hearty 
appreciation of the delegates for the senti- 
ments expressed, and the account of the 


movement so eloquently touched upon. He 
alluded to the simple form of the Federation. 
It was stated the weak- 
jointed, but it has been demonstrated that this 
very weakness was our greatest strength, for 
it expresses the greatest amount of collective 
effort while maintaining individual liberty, and 
we must be tolerant of each other’s 
The wisdom of the mass was better than that 
of any individual opinion. In his judgment 
the A. F. of L. was founded upon correct 
principles, and upon the whole experience of 
the labor movement in this and other coun- 
tries. Our views were sought by all parties— 
in itself the best evidence that we represent 
the consensus of the best opinions and the 
best methods to obtain the rights of the toil- 
ers. We should aim to speak words of en- 
couragement at all times to our fellow work- 
ers. There are some pessimists who preach 
the gospel of failure, that we are destined to 
go down and down. This was libelous, an 
insult to the intelligence of our time. The 
trade-union movement was not born of op- 


organization was 


opinion. 
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timism; it instilled the lesson that “he who 
would be free himself must strike the blow.” 
They were gradually moving forward, achiev- 


ing victory here and defeat there, but they 
were gradually fighting, inch by inch, con- 
quering public opinion, until finally labor 


would be fully emancipated from injustice and 
wrong. He would extend to the English dele- 
gates, John Mallinson and Samuel Woods, a 
hearty, cordial and fraternal welcome to our 
convention. The trade-unionists were kin the 
world over, and there was much we could learn 
from each other. He would return thanks to 
Mr. Denney and the trade-unionists of Cin- 
cinnati, and expressed the belief that the dele- 
gates would go home from Cincinnati with a 
high appreciation of its hospitality, and hoped 
they, the men of Cincinnati, would have cause 
to remember the convention with pleasure and 
profit. 


President Gompers then declared the con- 
vention formally opened for business, and 
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announced the appointment of Martin Walter 
as Assistant Secretary, Conrad Herrick as Ser- 
geant-at-arms, and Louis Benjamin as Mes- 
senger, and the following Committee on Cre- 
dentials: John F. O'Sullivan, Massachusetts 
State Federation; Geo. H. Warner, Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists; Ed. O’Don- 
nell, Boston C. L. Union; P. H. Clifford, 
Western Federation of Miners; P. E. Duffy, 
Kansas City Industrial Council. 

asked 
expressing our 


Delegate McGuire that a_ resolution 
be adopted sympathy with 
Mr. Fox, which was done as follows: 

RESOLVED, That we express our sincere 
and heartfelt condolence and regrets to Mr. 
Martin Fox, President of the Iron Molders’ 
Union of North America, in the grievous do- 
mestic loss he has sustained in the demise of 
his mother. Adopted. 

Moved, by Delegate Kidd, that the con- 
vention adjourn and reassemble at 2 o'clock. 
Carried. 


FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session, 


Called to order at 2:30. 
cers, and absentees noted. 


Roll call of offi- 


The report of the Committee on Creden- 
tials was called for, and the committee not 
being present, it was moved by Delegate Dun- 
can to adjourn for one hour, that the com- 
mittee be requested to report upon creden- 
tials favorably received, and that they be 
instructed to meet in the ante-rooms. 


Amended by Delegate Cullinane, that a mes- 
senger be instructed to wait upon the com- 
mittee and require them to report progress. 
Carried. 


Moved to adopt as amended. Carried. 


Delegate Lennon moved that a fecess be 
taken subject to the call of the Chair. 


Delegate Rist stated, that the Grand Opera 
House extended an invitation to the delegates 
to visit that theater on Monday evening. 

Moved by Delegate Kelly, tnat invitation be 
accepted. Carried. 


Moved by Delegate Donnelly, that the con- 
vention take a recess for one hour. Lost and 
original motion carried. 

Reconvened at 3:45. 

Delegate Hedderich asked for permission 
to introduce a resolution, and there being no 
objection, he presented the following: 


Cincinnati, December 14, 1896 
To the Officers and Members of the hinseanih 
Annual Convention, A. F. of L.: 
WHEREAS, This is a gathering of union 
men; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all reporters of non-un- 
ion newspapers, and especially fhe representa- 
tives of the Cincinnati Freie Presse and 

Abend Presse, the arch enemies of organized 

labor, be and are hereby excluded from this 
hall during the present convention. 

Respectfully submitted, 

— HEDDERICH, 
Raprosenes |S ot Le Wee (OS Indianapolis. 
+ toe So ag KNECHT 

Representing C. L. U., of Louisville, Ky. 
Delegate O'Sullivan moved to refer to Com- 
mittee on Resolutions when appointed. 


Delegate Furuseth moved to table. Tost. 


Delegate O’Sullivan spoke in favor of re- 
ferring. 


Delegate Duncan raised the point of order 
that the Credential Committee not having re- 
ported, the convention was not yet open for 
general business of the character of the reso- 
lution under consideration. 

Decided well taken by the chair. 
equivalent to an objection, 
required unanimous consent. 


It was 
and the matter 


Chairman O’Sullivan, of the Committee on 
Credentials, reported favorably upon the fol- 


lowing names, first stating that the delay was 
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unavoidable and that it would be well in the 


future to appoint the Credential Committee 
earlier in the proceedings: 
American Agents Association, C. H. Side- 


ner, 13 votes. 
_ Bakers and Confectioners International Un- 
ion, Henry Wisemann, 39 votes. 


Journeyman Barbers International Union, 
Cc. E. Lown, 18 votes. 
Boot and Shoe Workers Union, John F. 


Tobin, John H. Murray, 120 votes. 

National Union of Brewery Workers, Chas. 
F. Bechtold, Louis Schlecht, 75 votes. 

srotherhood of Boiler Makers and Iron 
Ship Builders, Lee Johnson, 25 votes. 

Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners, J. W. Quale, 16 votes. 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers, Henry Lloyd, P. McGuire, Samuel 
Yarnell, Arthur Leslie, 200 votes. 

Carriage and Wagon Makers International 
Union, Grant Luce, 8 votes. 

Cigar Makers International Union of Amer- 
ica, Samuel Gompers, Thos. F. Tracey, John 
C. Dernell, Geo. A. Whitaker, 280 votes. 

Coopers International Union, John L. Me- 
Fadden, 9 votes. 

National Brotherhood of Work- 
ers, J. T. Keily, 13 votes. 

United Garment Workers of America, Henry 
White, B. A. Larger, 53 votes. 

Granite Cutters National Union, James Dun- 
can, James P. Marr, 41 votes. 

International Union of Journeymen Horse- 
shoers, Roady Kenehan, 20 votes. 

United Hatters of North America, 
Barrett, John Phillips, 60 votes@ 

Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel 
Workers, M. M. Garland, 80 votes. 


Electrical 


Edward 


International Longshoremen’s Association, 
Daniel Keefe, 40 votes. 

International Association of Machinists, 
James O’Connell, Robert Ashe, George H. 


Warner, 140 votes. 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and Brass- 
workers Unions, Wm. Cowell, 35 votes. 
United Mineworkers of America, P. H. 
Penna, John McBride, M. W. Ratchford, 154 
votes. 


Mineral Mineworkers Progressive Unions 
of America, Robert Askew, 35 votes. 

Western Federation of Miners, Edward 
Boyce, I. H. Clifford, 150 votes. 

Iron Molders Union of North America, 
David Black, Jos. Valentine, M. J. Keough, 
120 votes. 

American Federation of Musicians, Jacob 
Schmalz, Robert A. Mullen, 40 votes. 

srotherhood of Painters and Decorators, 


James H. Sullivan, John T. Elliott, 50 votes. 


Pattern Makers National League, L. R. 
Thomas, 9. votes. 
International Printing Pressmen’s Union, 


Jesse Johnson, 34 votes. 

Amalgamated Association of Street Railway 
Employes, W. D. Mahon, 40 votes. 

International Seamen’s Union, Andrew Fu- 
ruseth, T. J. Elderkin, 40 votes. 

Slate Quarrymen’s National Union, H. W. 
Evans, 2 votes. 

Cotton Mule Spinners 
Howard, 24 votes. 

Journeymen Tailors Union of America, John 

Lennon, E. S. Christopherson, 50 votes. 

National Tobacco Workers Union, John 
White, 35 votes. 


Association, Robert 
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International Typographical Union, W. B. 
Prescott, Edward Hirsh, Daniel J. Sullivan, 


Frank Morrison, 283 votes. 

Amalgamated Association of Elastic Web 
Weavers, Thomas Pollard, 3 votes. 

Woodworkers International Union, Thomas 
I. Kidd, 26 votes. 

Illinois State Federation, O. E. Woodbury, 
I vote. 

Massachusetts State 
O'Sullivan, 1 vote. 

New York State Federation, 
Fitzgerald, 1 vote. 


Federation, John F. 


Thomas D. 


Baltimore Federation of Labor, Chas. My- 
ers, 1 vote. 

Central Labor Council, Boston, Mass., Ed. 
O'Donnell, 1 vote. 

Central Labor Council, Cincinnati, O., 


Frank L. Rist, 1 vote. 
Central Labor Union, District of Columbia, 
Wm. Silver, 1 vote. 
Federated Trades Council, Duluth, 
Geo. C. Findlay, 1 vote. 
Central Labor Union, Erie, Pa., Geo. Ward, 
I vote. 
Trades and Labor Council, Hamilton, O. 
Jerome C. Blair, 1 vote. 
Central Labor Union, 
Henry Hedderich, 1 vote. 
Industrial Council, Kansas City, Mo., P. E. 
Duffy, 1 vote. 


Minn., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Central Labor Union, Lawrence, Mass., 
Richard Cullinane, 1 vote. Ale . 
Central Labor Union, Louisville, Ky., 


Humphrey Knecht, 1_ vote. 

Trade and Labor Council, Nashville, Tenn., 
M. J. Noonan, 1 vote. ; 
Trades and Labor Council, St. Louis, Mo., 
David Kreyling, 1 vote. 

Central Labor Union, O., R. G. Rudd, 1 
vote. 

Central Labor Union, Zanesville, O., H. L. 
Shyrock, 1 vote. 2 

Bicycle Makers Union No. 6763, KE. G. 
Henry, 1 vote. 

Butchers Workmen’s Union No. 6598, John 
T. Hart, 1 vote. 


Sheep Butchers Union No. 6146, George 
Jeyer, 1 vote. y _ 
3eef Butchers Union No. 6496, W. H. 


Schwartz, 1 vote. ; 
Meat Cutters and Butchers Union No. 5969, 
H. D. Call, 1 vote. 
Coremakers Union No. 6581, James P. Mur- 
phy, 1 vote. f ae . 
Coremakers Union No. 5672, Edwin Woods, 


1 vote. ayes 
Coremakers Union No. 6451, William J. 
Sloan, 1 vote. a 
Coremakers Union No. 5214, William T. 
Plunkett, 1 vote. 
Coremakers Union No. 5900, F. W. 


Frietsch, 1 vote. 

Coremakers Union No. 
ginson, 1 vote. . 

Coremakers Union No. 6589, Frederick Bur- 
man, 1 vote. a 

Drop Forgers and Hammermen’s Protective 
Union No. 6485, W. E. Rausch, 1 vote. 

Steam Engineers Protective Union No. 5703, 
J. M. Smales, 1 vote. 

Progressive Stationary Engineers Union No. 
6690, L. P. Tomsen, 1 vote. 

3rotherhood of Stationary Engineers Union 
No. 6526, S. L. Bennett, 1 vote. 

Engineers Progressive Association No. 6614, 
Cc. J. De Long, 3 votes. 


6570, William Sar- 
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Federal Labor Union No. 5915, George E. 
McNeill, 1 vote. 


Federal Labor Union No. 6697, T. J. Don- 


nelly, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 6332, Geo. F. Dag- 
gett, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 5345, S. P. Ewing, 
I vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 6752, August 
Dorre, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 6617, Chas. P. 
Fahey, 1 vote. 

Filers Protective Union No. 6483, W. G. 
Rudd, 1 vote. 

Firemen’s Protective Union No. 6723, H. 


‘2 ey 
E. Beard, 1 vote. 
Columbia River Fisherman’s Protective Un- 


ion No. 6321, N. J. Svindseth, 3 votes. 
Grinders and Strappers Union No. 6501, 
John Mulholland, 1 vote. 
Hod Carriers Union No. 6805, Joseph 


Crook, 1 vote. 

Brotherhood of Holders-On No. 
Hogan, 1 vote. 

Iron Workers and Helpers Union No. 
J. F. O'Malley, 3 votes. 

Lathe Operators Union No. 
Walsh, 1 vote. 

Paving Department Workers 
6751, Jas. F. Timilty, 3 votes. 

Screw Makers Protective Union No. 
Wm. Weil, 1 vote. 

Sewer and Building Bricklayers Union No. 
525, Aug. Rauchfleisch, 1 vote. 

Tunnel Miners Association No. 
rick Kelly, 1 vote. 

Delegate Duncan moved to concur in the re- 
port. 


6789, Wm. 
6709, 
6625, John 
Union No. 


6256, 


6753, Pat- 


Delegate Valentine desired that the name of 
David Black be substituted for Martin Fox. 
So ordered. 

Report adopted. 

Delegate O’Sullivan stated that the Creden- 
tial Committee did not compile the 
the delegates, but they understood 
Auditing Committee had done so. 


votes of 
that the 


The President appointed the following com- 
mittees: 


Lown, 
McFad- 


Committee on Rules of Order.—C. E. 
J. W. Quayle, Samuel Yarnell, J. L. 
den, James Marr. 


Committee on President’s Report.—Wm. B. 
Prescott, Henry Lloyd, Thos. F. Tracey, 
Henry Weismann, Henry White. 

Committee on  Secretary’s port. 4 
Johnson, M. J. Keough, J. H. Sullivan, Thos. 
I. Kidd, Harvey L. White, 
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Committee on Resolutions.—James O’Con- 
nell, John C. Dernell, Robert Askew, Frank 


David Black. 

Committee on Law.—P. J. McGuire, James 
Duncan, M. M. Garland, John McBride, John 
B. Lennon. 

Committee on Organization.—P. H. 
Harry Mason, L,. 
Kd. Barrett. 

Committee on Labels and Boycotts.—John 
Phillips, George A. Whittaker, John F. To- 
bin, D. J. Sullivan, Chas. F. Bechtold. 

Committee on Grievances.—W. D. 
Roady Kenehan, Edward Boyce, T. J. 
kin, Jesse Johnson. 

Committee on Local and Federated Bodies.— 
Daniel Keefe, Joseph Valentine, Andrew Fu- 
ruseth, J. T. Elliott, Arthur Leslie. 

All of which was ratified by convention. 


Morrison, 


Penna, 
R. Thomas, William Cowell, 


Mahon, 
Klder- 


Delegate Hedderich moved that the resolu- 
tion upon representatives of non-union news- 
papers be adopted. 

Seconded by Delegate Knecht. 

Delegate O'Sullivan moved to refer to Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. 

Delegate Myer called for the reading of the 
resolution. Conformed to. 

Delegate Mahon spoke in favor of the reso- 
lution. 

Delegate Weismann stated the resolution 
came from representatives of one of the old- 
est and most progressive labor organizations 
in the country and should be adopted. The 
papers mentioned are well-known antagonists 
of union labor, and action should be taken at 
once, 

Delegate O'Sullivan thought it could be best 
disposed of by committee in the usual way. 
He did not now desire to discuss the merits 
of the case, but he would state that we at all 
times courted the widest publicity; our doors 
were thrown open for that purpose. 


Delegate called 


question. 


Tracey 
Carried. 


for the previous 


The motion to refer was defeated and the 
resolution was adopted. 

Delegate O’Sullivan desired to be recorded 
as voting in the negative. 

Second Vice-President Duncan was called to 
the chair and reports of the officers were then 
received, 








1896] AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 17 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


To the Delegates to the Sixteenth Annual Convention of the American Federation of Labor: 

Somrades and Fellow Workers:—With the cycle of time, has come the annual gathering of 
the representatives of the organized workers cf our country. We meet here today conscious of 
all the sadness and all the pathos, as well as all the righteousness, the heroism and the glory for 
which our movement stands and with which it is inalienably interwoven. 

The wrongs of the workers have not yet been obliterated nor their rights yet attained. The 
myriads of toilers of our country observe with a quickened and most acute sense the burdens they 
have to bear, notwithstanding the marvelous progress which should lighten them. We see our 
country blossoming forth like a rose, through our handiwork, yet countless thousands of our 
number, with but the sting of the thorn for their reward or their consolation. Encircled with the 
wizzard-like instruments, the result of the concentrated genius of ages, to produce the necessities 
and luxuries of life, still the struggle of life most intense and often excruciating. Greed and in- 
humanity, providing they result in acquiring wealth, still regarded as human attributes of victory 
and respectability, masses of the young and the innocent may suffer and decay in the process, 
but this is of little concern, only that the end, wealth’s possessions by the few, is attained. 

By all the memories which bind us to the heroic sacrifices of past struggles of the lowly, by 
the recognition of the battles fought and won and the wounds received in the battles of our day, 
by the nobility of our purposes, the freedom for which we strive for all, success.is as sure as 
that night follows- day and the day follows night. We, the representatives of the workers of the 
American Continent may well feel proud of the responsibility as well as the honor of being 
chosen to this Congress of Labor, to voice the sentiments, formulate the demands of the cothenn 
and to devise the plans by which ultimate victory may be ours. In the name of the organized 
workers of our country, banded together under the honored name of the American Federation of 
Labor, fellow delegates, | greet you and bid you a cordial and hearty welcome to this convention. 


LABOR LEGISLATION. 


In the matter of legislation by Congress only fair progress can be reported. When it is borne 
in mind that a vast number of bills are continuously introduced into Congress more or less of a 
private nature, making concessicns to the one, granting immunity, bestowing privileges, charters, 
etc., to the other, it is not sur prising that much greater success can not be achieved along the line 
of labor reform legislation. ‘There are too few members of Congress who are elected upon dis- 
tinctive labor issues or committed to labor’s interests. Hence the members of Congress imagine 
that the special interests of labor have small need to be considered. 

Despite these influences, however, experience has demonstrated that with persistency on the 
part of organized labor, legislation in the interests of the workers of our country can be secured, 
providing we have at the halls of legislation, our committees who will act regardless of results to 
any party or to any man, looking only to success along the line of the labor legislation sought. 

During the year, the bill for amending the Kight-hour Law and making it apply to all gov- 
ernmental work, whether performed by the government direct or by contract, has been introduced 
and referred to the Committee on Labor, whence the report is expected at this session. 

e bill providing that officers of organizations of labor in the performance of their duties, 
shall prot be subject to injunction proceedings and thereby placed in a position contumacious of 
the orders of the court; in other words the “‘Contempt Bill’? has passed the Senate and now 
awaits the action of the House. 

The Non-partisan Commission Bill, commonly known as the “Phillips Bill,” has passed the 
House and now awaits the action of the Senate. 

As has already been reported to you, one of the Seamen’s Bills endorsed by this Federation 
has become a law; of the four remaining bills which are so necessary to the seamen’s life, and 
make it conform somewhat nearer to humane conditions, I am pleased to report that the House 
passed two. One, H. R. 2663, which abolishes corporal punishment in the marine service; and 
the other, H. R. 6399, which abolishes the imprisonment of seamen for quitting their employment 
while the vessel is in harbor. ‘This bill also provides a better scale of provisions, improved fore- 
castles, prompt payment of wages and the abolition of the “‘crimping system.’’ These bills are 
now before the Senate and we should leave no effort untried to secure their enactment into laws 
and also the passage of those other laws which we have initiated or endorsed. 

We may again be called upon to define our attitude on the bill now pending in Congress rel- 
ative to arbitration of disputes. At this time I prefer to express no opinion on the measure or 
the principle and interests involved, that will be more in conformity with justice and fairness 
when the subject shall be under consideration. 

The bill providing that prison-made goods shall be so branded and not be permitted to be 
transported into any other State, oy also been repor ted to the House by the Committee on Labor. 

A the matter of* amending the law relative to “Union Labels,” I beg to say that upon exam- 
ination of the bill, it was easily discernable that there was no feature in the bill that was at all 
advantageous or more protective than that already on the statute books. Not wishing, however, 
to allow my judgment in the matter to determine my course, I submitted the bill to a competent 
attorney, who bore out the judgment reached. Having discovered the inefficacy of the bill offered 
last year, and remembering, too, the great difficulties to be overcome in order to secure Congres- 
sional action of a binding character, the Executive Council endorsed the application which I sub- 
mitted to them, that no further efforts be made on this bill until this convention has been a 
prised of the circumstances connected with the case. The opinion of our counsel will be su 
mitted to the hag soy having this subject under consideration. 

There have been but few instances recently in which the governmental bands of music have 
come in competition with and taken the place of civilians’ musicians. One of the instances in 
which enlisted musicians were utilized, I regret to say, was caused by an invitation extended by 
one of our organizations, The case itself is of little importance, but this request coming from a 
labor organization, has given government officers the opportunity of excusing their conduct upon 
the ground that an organization of labor once made the request. 
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In the matter of our amendment to the Eight-hour Law, we have had many manifestations of 
opposition from quarters which should have favored it. The argument used by some members in 
Congress was to the effect that if the bill became a iaw, as proposed by us, it would be so far- 
reaching as to include all the manifold trades and callings in the country. If this be true, so 
much more should the amendment be insisted upon. It seems to me, as I opine it does to all 
right-thinking men, that it is the duty of our government to not only carry out the present law to 
the letter, but in spirit. The policy should be of our government to lend its aid to a measure 
which shall afford relief to the great forces of the unemployed of our Gountry. That if legisla- 
tion on the line of the passage of the amendment to the EKight-hour Law will be so far-reaching 
as to reach a very large number of our industries of the United States, then that measure should 
receive the support rather than the indifference or the antagonism of these men who are elected 
to carry out the people's will, and to devise measures for their relief. 

On June 2nd, the House of Representatives passed a bill prohibiting the executive officers of 
the general government from issuing bonds in times of peace without authority from Congress. 
This bill, too, is now pending before the Senate. The bill is in line with the resolution on the 
subject, passed by the Federation Convention at Denver in 1894. 

The Commissioner of the Department of Labor at Washington, Hon. Carrol D. Wright, has 
declared that as per our resolution of last convention, he would publish the names of as many 
contractors doing work for the Federal Government as the limit of space would admit. 

A request has come to us from the Chairman of the Committee on Labor of the House of 
Representatives, the Hon. Thomas W. Phillips, suggesting that a conference at an early day be 
held in the city of Washington with the Committee on Labor of the House, with a view of des- 
ignating the best and most immediate legislation to be urged upon Congress for the benefit of 
labor. This matter should receive the immediate attention of the incoming Executive Council. 

In the matter of labor legislation in the several states much better progress has been re- 

»orted. There have been few states in which laws have not been passed in the interests of labor. 
Inder the police authority of several states, many measures looking to the preservation of health, 
life, and limb of the workers, better sanitary conditions of factory and workshop, lien laws and 
factory laws were enacted. Nearly all the states now have Bureaus of Labor Statistics and also 
factory inspectors. In nearly every instance the officers required to carry out these laws in 
various localities have been appointed from the ranks of labor. Of course, there remains much to 
be desired on this score, and to make constant advances should receive your earnest consideration. 


FURTHERING LEGISLATION, 


I would recommend that this convention decide that representatives of this Federation be 
constantly at the seat of the government during the sessions of Congress, to guard and further 
the legislation which our organizations demand in the interests of labor. We can secure the ab- 
rogation of laws inimical to the interests of the masses and the passage of others for their ad- 
vancement and protection. The lines suggested have proven successful in every instance, in 
which they have been fairly tried, and although we may all desire to secure the purposes for 
which we are organized through other methods, that should not deter us from pursuing the course 
which all experience demonstrates is conducive to the best results. 

The workers of our country need immediate relief, immediate improvements. They can not 
afford to wait until the millennium shall come, and in the meantime suffer. the wrongs which ex- 
ist, more especially when the opportunity of securing that relief is at hand. We may not always 
be favorably impressed with the means by which that relief is obtained, but that it must be se- 
cured, that it is necessary and essential to our well being and progress, should-be enaneneans in- 
centive to seek it on such lines and by such methods as promise dnd assure success. 


UTAH’S EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


When Utah was admitted as a state into the Union, a clause was adopted in its constitution 
authorizing the legislature to limit the hours of labor to eight per day. ‘The legislature passed a 
law that eight hours shall constitute a day’s work for the mining, smelting, and several other 
industries, within the state. The mine owners violated the law, complaints were made against 
them and they were indicted, tried and found guilty. Upon appeal to the Supreme Court of the 
State, the law was declared constitutional. The mine owners have now taken an appeal from 
the decision of the State Court to the United States Supreme Court. The corporations and trust 
in the state have united in securing the best counsel obtainable in the country, and a whole array 
of them have been obtz ained for the purpose of having the eight-hour law and the eight-hour con- 
stitutional provision of the State ot Utah declared unconstitutional. Organized labor in Utah 
has decided to do what its members can in order to secure a favorable decision from the courts, 
but the exceedingly large array of legal talent on the side of the corporation, makes it impossible, 
it is declared for the organized working men of that state to bear the entire brunt of the battle. 
Hence, an appeal has been made to us for such financial assistance as we may be enabled to ren- 
der in order that competent attorneys may be retained in the case for the purpose of defending it. 

The constitutional provision, the law and the briefs in the case, and the correspondence be- 
tween the officers of the Utah State Federation and the officers of the American Federation of 
Labor, are at the disposal of the convention for such action as it may take. 


THE INDUSTRIAL SITUATION, 


The present year has witnessed little improvement over the two preceding years. While in- 
dustry and commerce have just about emerged from the panics of 1893-5, the changes or improve- 
ments have been very meagre. There has not been that industrial revival looked and hoped for, 
and which we had a right to anticipate after the crisis through which we have passed. That our 
panic was not more acute and did not do more harm than it did, is due more to our movement, 
than to all other elements and forces combined. Industrial crises and stagnation results from 
many causes, but particularly from the lack of opportunity of the workers to consume more 
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largely of the product of their labor. A reduction in wages means a lesser consumption of these 
products, thus rendering the labor of other workers unnecessary, and throwing them out of 
employment. ‘The crisis becomes intensified and prolonged. Whatever else the enemies of our 
movement may urge against it, no one can dispute but that the organizations of labor have very 
largely, if not entirely, prevented a great reduction in wages, which would have otherwise taken 
place. Hence, the world owes to the trade-union movement a debt of gratitude which it can 
never repay, for the miseries it has prevented and the opportunity that it presents for the natural 
and gradual progress of industrial, social, and moral influences. 


OUR GROWTH. 


The very slight change which has taken place was fully exploited. By dint of energy oer 
perseverance, a very large increase in the membership of our general movement has resulted, 
that the books of the American Federation of Labor show that in the labor movement of war 
country, in round numbrs, nearly 100,000 more workers are members of the unions affiliated, than 
was the case this time last year. 

The report of the Secretary will ‘show that there were 207 charters issued to local unions as 
compared with 141 last year; that 11 national and international trade-unions have become affil- 
iated by charter with the American Federation of Labor during the year, and also 23 central 
labor bodies during this same period. This does not include the new locals formed during the 
year and attached to their respective national unions already affiliated. I am pleased to report, 
too, that at this time the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen, the Green Glass Bottle Blowers 
National Association, and the Plumbers and Gas Fitters National Association are voting upon the 
proposition to affiliate with the American Federation of Labor. That their decision may be favor- 
able is my earnest hope, for it bodes so much ot good for these bodies as well as the whole force 
and movement of labor. 

In the case of the Brotherhood of I,ocomotive Firemen, the affiliation of that organization 
would be consummated at this time, were it not for the fact that there is some feeling manifested 
by its members upon the question of striking the “color line’’ out of their constitution. The offi- 
cers of the Brotherhood state that the members have good grounds for complaint against the cheep 
labor of the colored man, who is always utilized to defeat the aims of the Brotherhood. 
answer was made that this is all the greater reason why the advantages of organization should be 
extended to the colored man, in order that he may not longer be so utilized to antagonize our 
interests. 





THE PRACTICAL WORK. 


Today we find it just as necessary to defend the faith that is within us that the trade-union 
is the natural and legitimate organization of the working classes as at any time since their first 
organization. Nor need this cause surprise. As a rule the trade-unions have no platform of prin- 
ciples declaratory of purposes to which the flights of the imagination often soar, but which so 
frequently, but simply, appeal to the passionate, the nervous, or the sentimental. The trade-unions 
are the business organizations of the wage-earners, to attend to the business of the wage-earners; 
and while the earnest, honest, thinking trade-unionists must necessarily be sentimental, theoretical, 
self-sacrificing, and brave, these if needs be they must sink for a time in order that the best 
interests of the wage-earners may be advanced. Even if but to gain a milestone on the thorny 
road of emancipation. 

The trade-unions have the serious work of labor’s difficulties to deal with. They must con- 
tend for the toiler’s rights and against the toiler’s wrongs of today; to take up the gauntlet when 
it is thrown down to us; to throw it down in earnest battle to save the lives of our young and 
innocent children; to rescue them from the factories and work-shops where their bones and sin- 
ews are freely coined into dollars of the soundest kind. To place them in the play-ground and 
school-room, to make the labor of man so remunerative as will enable the bread-winner to be able 
to maintain his loved ones as becomes a man and citizen. To wrest from the profit mongers of 
all kinds, the greatest monopoly on earth, the monopoly of the worker’s time; to secure for the 
toilers, relief from the long hours of burdensome toil, and find work for those who can not find 
work at all, to fight for full enfranchisement of labor, not only at the polls, in the halls of legis- 
lation, but ‘far more important than all these, in the factory, work-shop, mill, mine, or fie 

These are some of the questions that the trade-unions have daily confronting them. Win- 
ning battles and securing concessions here and there, sometimes a struggle lost, yet ever keeping 
up the contest until victory is fully and finally achieved. No wonder that the trade-unions have 
little time and less care for decl a of principles, which though high-sounding phrases ~_ 
little, fade away and leave the workers demoralized and desperate, with hopes deferred and d 
stroyed, indeed, too vften having made their hearts sad. 

At best the struggles of labor, the obstacles in the path of progress of the working-class are 
severe enough, without their being continually called upon not only to defend the knowledge of 
and the faith in our organizations or against the antagonism of pelf, avarice, and greed, but also 
to be called upon to defend them against covert attack from pretended friends of our organiza- 
tions and our movement, which are our only safeguards, our defenders, the pioneers, and van- 
guards of our rights, interest, hopes, and aspirations. No wonder that the trade-unions with 
these ever recurring struggles and contentions ever commanding their attention are more con- 
cerned in deeds than words, achievements than promises, practical results than theories. 

As trade-unionists it is our purpose to exercise care in the expressions of our declarations, 
so that our motives and purposes may not be misunderstood by friends or foes. Dealing with the 
real, rather than the ideal, we easily discern the differences between the consciousness of our 
right and hatred of others, with a firm reliance in the justness of our cause and an abiding faith, 
that with our increasing intelligenc e, and as the power of our organization extends, we shall not 
only create healthier public opinion but constitute the public opinion of the future. 
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ENDURING, THOUGH ANTAGONIZED, 


During the year our movement has been assailed with more bitterness from theoreticians than 
during any preceding year of the existence of our movement. Upon entering upon my present 
term of office, I issued an appeal to the different schools of thought connected with our move- 
ment asking them in the name of all that appeals to our sense of justice to co-operate with us in 
our efforts to unite and bring relief and success to the masses of labor. I confess no disappoint- 
ment that this proffer of peace and good will was spurned. In fact, so intense was the malevo- 
lence toward the interests of labor displayed, that a few of those whose whole connection with 
the movement has been that of destruction, sought to inaugurate another movement to undermine 
and destroy the trade-unions of the country and of the American Federation of Labor itself. In 
a number of instances, local unions attached to nationals affiliated with us, have been rent as- 
under, and brother workmen have been organized into hostile camps, to the destruction of their 
own interests and to the delight of all enemies of labor. 

It has been the purpose of our movement to look with kindness akin to sympathy, upon all 
efforts of others to organize workers, and with indifference upon those who sought to destroy our 
movement. It seems to me that the time has come whenamen who will prostitute the noble pur- 
pose of our cause, and in the garb of friendship seek to destroy the trade-union movement, or 
pervert it into channels by which its power becomes ineffective, and its influence for good im- 
potent, should be pilloried as the enemies of labor, and held, now and forever, in the contempt 
they so justly deserve. 

It behooves our active men to warn our fellow workers from the dangers which lurk in the 
sophistries of labor’s emancipation without the power and influence, the struggles and sacrifices 
of the trade-union movement. The most effective answer that labor can make to the pessimist, to 
the would-be union wreckers, is organization, and organization upon a permanent basis. With 
the growth and permanency of the trade-unions, the power for evil toward our movement and all 
else will diminish in the exact ratio. Our movement is based on the justice of labor’s cause. It 
is economically, socially and morally sound. It is the champion and defender of the otherwise 
weak and defenseless; it lives in the hearts and minds of the people. It may meet occasional 
reverses, but they are simply retreats for more advantageous positions for advances, it is endur- 
ing for all time. 


STRIKES, THEIR EFFECTIVENESS. 


One of the stereotyped arguments which are urged against the trade-unions most often is 
that strikes are old and effete weapons, that they have lost their power to secure permanent 
or even temporary advantages. As a matter of fact, there is no one who has devoted thought to 
our movement but who will endeavor by every means within his power to prevent the inaugura- 
tion of strikes, or to take such measures as will bring their number down to a minimum. It 
would not be ‘amiss to say here that 1 have yet to meet an active trade-unionist who does not 
deplore the necessity of strikes, and who has not, in countless instances, averted them. But to 
assert that strikes are ineffective is to assert that which has no foundation, in fact. 

Your attention is called to the data returned to the office of the Federation upon a blank 
forwarded to the affiliated unions for that purpose, and which forms part of your officers’ reports. 
It will be seen, that notwithstanding the year of practical industrial and commercial stagnation, 
the movement in which the organized workmen were engaged, has been mainly fraught with suc- 
cess, and that defeat or loss occurred in but few instances of minor importance and where the 
workers were poorly organized and illy prepared. 

While this data is of first importance in itself, we have a report just issued by the Depart- 
ment of Labor at Washington, which sets forth clearly that in those states or localities, the in- 
dustries in which the workers were organized, the largest number of successes were secured and 
concessions granted; wages increased, hours of labor reduced, and other conditions under which 
labor is performed, much improved. When such tangible and beneficial results have come, in 
spite of the fact that so small a number are organized compared to the unorganized, it does not 
require a very great stretch of the imagination to realize that with the organization of vast num- 
bers of workers, we shall not only make further advances, but out of all proportion to the num- 
bes within our ranks. The organization and concentration of the one—capitalists, presupposes 
the organization and concentration of the other—workers. 

In the very nature of our being, we are determined, as we are justly entitled to demand, 
larger share in the product of our labor. We want peace, but we shall insist that peace shall be 
maintained consistent with the increasing needs of our workers and those depending upon them. 
We organize, and the better we are prepared to enter into strikes, the less occasion will we have 
to resort to them in order to insure success in securing justice to labor. With organized labor, 
corporations and unfair employers will soon realize that concession will be less costly than conflict. 
All being conscious, however, of what is involved, we are now more careful of entering into 
haphazard strikes than ever before, not because they are ineffective, but because the voice of 
labor is more distinctly and emphatically heard. 

Ve need never fear that the workers will fail to secure relief, improvement, amelioration, 
and finally emancipation, provided they are organized as true trade-unionists. With this basis for 
their organization, they will prove a citadel of power and defense against all pg ce directed 
from whatsoever source. The secret of labor’s success, to labor’s progress to labor’s best im- 
provement, lies in the one word, organization ; for there can not be organization without educa- 
tion; there can not be organization without agitation; there can not be organization of the 
wage-earners on trade-union lines which does not mean final emancipation. 

But wholly aside from the indisputable facts which demonstrate that strikes or preparation 
for strikes are a most potent weapon to secure better conditions for the workers, a cursory view 
of modern methods by which industry is conducted will convince, that now more than ever, are 
strikes most effective. The concentration of large numbers by which one industry is so closely 
allied to another that the stopping of one branch may mean the paralysis of nearly all; the vast 
sums invested in the plants and in the highest developed machinery, these and countless other 
considerations make the modern strike not only effective but more so than ever before in the 
world’s history. 
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We observe the effort in civilized nations to reach settlements of disputes by other means 
than a resort to arms. Is this not a realization of the fact that modern warfare is so destructive 
that nations prefer making concessions rather than to indulge in what might practiclly be a war 
of extermination. Despite these peaceful ,settlements by nations, however, they neither of them 
disarm, nor do smaller or weaker nations enjoy these blessings at the hands of the larger, the 


stron 

The same reasoning applies to the organization of labor and the employers of labor. Wealth, 
Capital, are the arms of the employing class. The trade-unions with funds—the ammunition of 
labor—provided by the workers during periods of peaceful employment, are the arms of laborer. 
Such a condition may mean practically armed peace, but that this is preferable to unarmed slav- 
ery no sincere lover of mankind and progress will dispute. 


HIGHER DUES, GREATER GROWTH. 


This opportunity should not be passed by without again calling attention to the fact that the 
greatest success which can attend our movement lies in the fact that the workers who are members 
of our respective organizations, should always be impressed with the desire and the necessity of 
remaining members. The world of workers, as of others, are prompted by the motive of benefit- 
ing themselves, not only in the remote future, but as nearly immediately as possible. Workers are 
frequently organized into unions which are brought into existence in the flood-tide of industrial 
revival, and often they are not based upon the recognition that there are fluctuating periods of 
revival and stagnation in the trade. It is not recognized that it is not only necessary to build 
wisely during industrial activity, but also appreciate the fact that we should so devise our move- 
ment that it can withstand the ‘devastating influences of panics, industrial crises, and stagnation. 

he unions based upon a false conception as to industrial and commercial conditions, are 
always, weakened by and often fall before the first storms of adversity. The unions of labor 
which have taken advantage of experience and engrafted in their laws as a basic principle of 
their foundation, the question of high dues and benefits to their members, have not only withstood 
all the antagonism of the employing class; have not only maintained wages and retained their 
membership, but have in the midst of the severe industrial panic of 1893-95, succeeded in ob- 
taining increased wages, reductions in the hours of labor. The organizations have been main- 
tained with more members active, alert and aggresive, ready to take advantage of the first signs 
of industrial revival and to utilize it to the interest and advantage of their respective crafts. If 
the workers have not realized the necessity to organize and in their organizations pay reasonably 
high dues, they will pay tenfold for their shortsightedness in low wages and long hours of labor. 


ORGANIZATION OF TEXTILE INDUSTRIES. 


The last convention recognized that before much greater progress could be made in the tex- 
tile industries of the country, some greater effort should be made to organize the textile workers 
of the South into bona fide trade-unions, so that those employed in that industry in the South 
might have some of the benefits and advantages that accrue from organization. 

It may not be generally known that in Alabama up to 1894-95, a law was on the statute 
books prohibiting the employment of children for more than sixty hours per week. ‘The legisla- 
ture of that state in the years mentioned, repealed that law with the avowed purpose to invite 
capitalists to invest in the textile industries of that state, without any protection to the lives and 
limbs of the young and innocent. 

During 1805, though out of office, I had occasion to go through the South in the interest of 
one of our affiliated national unions. At meetings and in private conversations held at the time, 
I endeavored to arouse a spirit of resentment against the brutality of this action, and the ten- 
dency which it implied. It is with pleasure that I can say that the seed then sown bore some 

ood fruit, so much so that where there was no union of textile workers in Georgia, organizers 
ave since been appointed from the existing trade-unions and several unions of textile workers 
formed as a result. 

Common sense and common decency would have expected that the officers of an organization 
in interest would have looked with great favor upon such an effort, instead of which, I regret to 
be compelled to report to you, that the unions of textile workers formed by our organizers in 
Columbus, have, for a time, been diverted from their purpose and turned into machines for theo- 
retical political propaganda rather than to devoting their efforts for immediate economic and leg- 
islative relief. 

In accordance with your direction, two special organizers have been commissioned to pro- 
ceed to the South for the purpose of organizing thoroughly the textile workers upon trade-union 
lines. The experience and ability of Robert Howard, Fo Fall River, Mass., of the Cotton Spin- 
ners’ Union, and that of Fred. J. Estes, of Columbus, Ga., of the Typographical Union, who were 
selected, is a fair warrant fer us in saying that there is much promise of success in this line. 

It behooves this convention, though, to say whether the effort we put forth for the purpose 
of organizing the unorganized of this industry and the money expended by us for these pur- 
poses, shall be perverted or further applied to a political machine to the injury of the interests 
not only of the textile workers, but of the general labor movement. Papers, letters, etc., in 
proof of the statements made, are at the disposal of any proper committee to which this subject 
may be referred. 


TRADE-UNIONISM AND POLITICS. 


Beyond doubt few, if, any, will contend that the workers should refuse to avail themselves of 
their political rights or fail to endeavor to secure such demands which they make by the exercise 
of their political power. The fact is, however, that our movement distinctly draws the line be- 
tween political action in the interest of labor and party political action. This was more particu- 
larly emphasized at the last convention when it was declared as the settled policy of the Ameri- 
can Trade-union movement that party political action of whatsoever kind shall have no place in 
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the convention of the American Federation of Labor. You are asked, and you should have no 
hesitation to answer, whether your officers were right, or otherwise, in concluding that this dec- 
laration had a binding force upon them and to which they should conform their course, not only 
during the eventful and all-absorbing party political campaign recently closed, but for the guid- 
ance of your officers in the future. 

Having had the experience of occupying the presidency of the American Federation of Labor 
during three previous presidential campaigns, I knew to what tactics and tricks party managers 
and their understrappers and wire-pullers resort in oder to commit active men in the labor move- 
ment to one or the other party. The slightest casual remark is distorted into a declaration of en- 
dorsement or condemnation. Hence, before the campaign opened, I thought it necessary to warn 
our fellow-unionists against regarding as true any statement attributed to me as favoring either 
of the political parties. I had not long to wait for a verification of my judgment. My name was 
even forged to a telegram sent from Indianapolis while I was in Northern Michigan in the in- 
terest of the miners, in which I was supposed to urge the nomination of a certain man for the 
presidency. 

By my course, that is, in refusing to commit our organization or mysclf to either of the 
parties, I by no means allayed personal or official criticism, or rather abuse and slander. By the 
partisans of one side, | was supposed to be working in the interest of the “Silver Barons;” by 
the other, I was captured for the ‘Gold Bugs.’’ Men were unable to realize how one could be 
consistent enough and staunch enough to be governed by the single purpose to try and steer our 
craft of trade-unionism clear from the shoals and rocks upon which so many of labor’s previous 
efforts were wrecked. 

I was convinced, however, that when the passions and perverse judgments, engendered by 
the campaign, would subside and men again return to their normal and mental conditions, that 
they would recognize that the tenacious adherence to keep the general trade-union movement out 
of the maelstrom of party politics was not only the result of honesty of purpose, and would pre- 
serve our organization intact, but would also render our movement more potent and influential 
for good than ever, to stand as a bulwark against all enemies. The spectacle was sufficiently dis- 
heartening to see unionists working side by side, yet antagonizing each other politically, and to 
see union men denouncing politically what they have for years advocated in their organization. 

At least the officers of the American Federation of Labor have kept aloof from party political 
action and have sought to induce affiliated unions to keep this apple of discord from without their 
councils. I feel assured now that our fellow unionists can view the course pursued more calmly, 
they will agree that our movement is above party, and that our organizations are just as essen- 
tial as at any time in the history of labor and would be so, regardless of which way the political 
pendulum would have swung. 

ere is, too, an entirely erroneous impression regarding trade-union activity and its influ- 
ences. It is often imagined and asserted that political action exists exclusively at the ballot-box. 
Nothing can be further from the fact than this. There is not an action which the unions can 
take, whether it be an increase of wages, an hour more leisure secured for the toilers, a factory 
rule modified, or even any other condition changed and improved, without it being at the same 
time a political act, having its political effect and its political influence. 

In the same degree that the workers master a greater influence in the conditions and regula- 
tions under which they are employed, will their associated voices be heard and heeded in the 
halls of legislation; their will will be the will of the people, the will of the nation. Of the 
importance of organization, better organization, more thorough organization, so that our will may 
be enforced in all lines of labor’s interests, let us never loose sight. 


A DEFENSE FUND. 


Much discussion has taken place as to the creation of a defense fund for affiliated organiza- 
tions when engaged in any difficulty with employers. The fact that our affiliated unions have not 
contributed toward the funds of the Federation for the purpose of creating a defense fund seems 
never to occur to our fellow workers, until they are engaged in a trade dispute, then they realize 
the need of a reserve fund. 

We have endeavored to inculcate upon our fellow workers the need of contributing higher 
dues in times of industrial peace, for such periods as they may require it. The national unions 
have more largely realized this and have taken the advice so often given, but the local unions of 
which no national exists, are prone to look upon the Federation as possessing some mystic means 
to provide unlimited funds when they are engaged in conflicts. Of course, it goes without saying 
that we have often been compelled to disappoint the anticipations of a number of our fellow 
unionists in this particular. jut, notwithstanding, we have, to the best of our ability, taken 
from the funds which should be utilized for general purposes and as an indication of our sym- 
pathy or our desire to help, contributed to some in small sums. 

Whether the Federation should undertake to create a great defense fund is a debatable ques- 
tion. But should we attempt to support organized workmen engaged in strikes or lockouts, it 
seems to me that some steps should be taken for the purpose of the creation of some such fund. 

f such a feature is looked upon with favor, perhaps a proposition which we could carry out, 
and which at the same time woukl encourage our unions to adopt the advantageous method of 
raising funds themselves, would lie in this: That all organizations affiliated, at stated periods 
be required to pay a few cents for a few weeks, and these organizations which will hereafter 
create a fund of, say $5.00 per capita in its treasury. shall be entitled, in the case of trade dis- 
pute, to a sum, say reaching ten per cent of the funds which it may have accumulated. There 
will, no doubt, be other suggestions made by delegates to this convention, but the above should 
receive due consideration at your hands. 


THE EIGHT-HOUR MOVEMENT. 


As per instructions, the executive council early set to work for the purpose of securing some 
concessions for an eight-hour work-day. A number of unions made the demand, and in many 
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instances secured it by strikes. A much larger number, however, had the reduction conceded to 
them without even the necessity of ceasing their work. 

Having in mind the great influences that a reduction in the hours of labor has upon the 
economic, social, political, and moral conditions of the workers, and upon all the people, and rec- 
ognizing, too, the great number of our brothers and sisters who have been deprived of an opppr- 
tunity of employment, and with a full knowledge that the road to independence, to a better, a 
nobler life, lies through the movement of organized labor, in its unending and unconquerable 
struggle for a shorter work-d ay, the executive council directed your president to prepare some 
recommendations to this convention as a basis for a plan of operations for a more thorough and 
spent agitation, and for the enforcement of the eight-hour work-day at as early a day as 
possible. 

_ Keenly sensible of the responsibility thus imposed, I submit the following for your considera- 
tion: 

That the executive officers of each national or international union recommend to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, a representative of its een who may reside in the city in which 
the headquarters of the American Federation of Labor may be located, these to constitute an 
advisory boar 

That these representatives hold regular meetings at least once a month, at such time and 
place as the officers of the Federation may provide, and that all officers of the Federation who 
can, should be required to attend these meetings and conduct the official duties thereof. 

That the conclusions of these conferences shall not be binding unless approved by the Execu- 
tive Council of the Federation. 

That the President, by and with the consent of the Executive Council, select some one to 
assist him in the performance of his duties; that is, in his correspondence, in editing the Ameri- 
can Federationist, and to temporarily take his place during his absence from headquarters, and 
to perform such other duties as may be required in the interest of the movement. 

hat a series of simultaneous mass meetings be held by the wage-workers of the entire 
country, preferably on public holidays. The dates suggested are as follows: February 22 
(Washington’s Birthday); May 1st; May 30 (Decoration Day); July 4th (Independence Day); 
September 6th (Labor Day); November 24th (Thanksgiving Eve); further meetings to be de- 
termined upon by the convention of 1897. 

The appointment of special organizers as recommended under another heading of this report. 

The issuance of pamphlets, circulars, and other literature upon the advantages of the shorter 
work-day. 

‘o generally request all public speakers, newspapers, and the labor press, to make the aims 
and purposes of the eight-hour movement the theme of a simultaneous discourse. 

‘he issuance of circulars to the employers generally and directly, requesting the concession 
of the eight-hour work-day. 

The appointment of committees by local central bodies and local trade-unions to wait upon 
employers with a_ view of securing the ‘eight-hour work-day without cessation of work. 

That the officers of national, international, and local trade-unions furnish data as to the 
progress made in the matter of organization and preparation for the inauguration of a general 
movement to reduce the hours of labor. 

That this convention, will recommend to all organizations that an effort be made to secure a 
reduction in the hours of labor at as early a time as possible, and particularly during the spring, 
or May 1, 1897. 

With a keen sense of the responsibility resting upon us; with a recognition of the necessity 
of our action, we call upon all workers to organize in the unions of their respective trades. We 
earnestly seek the sincere co-operation of all fair-minded men and women of our time, and de- 
clare openly and unequivocally our purpose to demand the general enforcement of the eight-hour 
work-day, May 1, 1898, and to that end we shall bend our effort. 














ORGANIZERS AND LECTURERS. 


As elsewhere stated, we anticipate in the near future a large increase in organization. In 
the past year our sple ndid and self-sacrificing band of organizers have rendered most excellent 
se A to our fellow workers, to our cause. They have helped a large number to organize, so 
that they are now in a position to help themselves. In the meantime, however, it must be re- 
me smbered that these men, themselves wage-workers, have not only given their ability, and their 
services without recompense, but often had to bear the expenses incurred for meetings, car fare, 
postage and many outlays incidental to the character of such work. I am confident the it though 
these organizers are doing all they can, and more than they have a right, under present circum- 
stances, to be asked to do, yet if they were assured that they would receive some remuneration, 
say even for the barest loss of time and expense, much greater results would follow. 

I would recomniend that the convention authorize the incoming Executive Council to com- 
penate organizers upon a basis somewhat as follows: That for all unions organized and affiliated 
by charter with the American Federation of Labor, half the charter fee shall be paid to the or- 
ganizer; that upon all supplies other than literature and ‘‘charter outfits’ forwarded through the 
order of the organizer, they should be entitled to twenty-five per cent; that for all advertise- 
ments which organizers may secure for the American Federationist, they shall receive thirty per 
cent; that upon all subscriptions for the . Americ an Federationist, they shall receive twenty-five 
per cent; that we recommend to affiliated national unions to compensate our organizers upon a 
basis about equal with the above. 

recommend, too, that the President, with the advice and consent of the Executive Council, 
be authorized to appoint special organizers and lecturers; that these be empowered through. the 
Federation office to make arrangements with local or cent bodies for the purpose of visiting 
their respective localities with a view of delivering lectures and addresses upon trade-union is- 
sues, an to aid in unionizing the unorganized workers, the expense to be borne by the workers 
of the places so desiring the services of the lecturers, the compensation to lecturers to be upon 
the basis as now provided in our constitution. 
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I feel confident that with the good corps of general ogranizers which is continually being 
added to, and the appointment of lecturers and special organizers as suggested, the trade-unions 
of our country will gain large numbers of workers at present unorganized, and we shall make 
advances and improvements in organization and conditions of labor incomparable with any pre- 
vious era. 

The opportunities which the present and near future may afford may not occur again for a 
decade, and unless taken advantage of, our fellow-workers may once more have their credulity 
imposed upon, and be influenced to organize upon a basis in which the chimerical is aimed at, 
and the real interests of labor neglected or frittered away. 


OUR MAGAZINE, 


There can be no question but what the American Federationist has proven a great assistant 
in organizing our fellow workers, and particularly of educating them to a higher conception of, 
and a more devoted attitude toward the trade-union movement. 

It has been my constant aim, from the time when the American Federationist was first issued, 
to have its columns free for the discussion of all schoolseef economic thought; the gathering of 
the latest trade news from all centers of industry, and without bias or prejudice, making it a free 
forum for those who desired to contribute articles for publication therein. 

In my efforts I have been more than ordinarily fortunate in securing contributions from the 
pens of the best writers on economic subjects. The labor question has been discussed in its col- 
umns with the freedom and ability of a great magazine, 

In its editorial department, I have ever kept in view the purposes for which the magazine 
was authorized, viz., to further the interests of the workers; to advocate and defend the trade- 
union movement; to instill hope and courage into the workers, that they have it in their hands, 
in their power to bring about whatever change in our economic, social, and political life whenever 
they are so determined to register their will. If our fellow-unionists who are organized will but 

erform their duty in the premises, there is no reason why the American Federationist should not 
Santee the leading magazine on the economics and be the foremost literary publication of the 
American wage-workers. 

In my judgment, we should devote more attention to the extension of the beneficent influ- 
ences which our magazine can exert, and I submit a recommendation on this subject elsewhere 
in this report. 


IMMIGRATION, 


The immigration question is one which has often commanded the attention of our conven- 
tions, the problem increasing in its perplexity as it is proposed to be dealt with in a practical 
manner under existing societary conditions. 

At this time, there are a number of bills before Congress upon this subject. Whether this 
convention will endorse a measure looking to greater restriction of immigration, or whether the 
lines of restriction should be upon the qualifications imposed, are subjects upon which this con- 
vention should declare its attitude in no unmistakable terms. We can not remain neutral while 
this question is so widely discussed and seeking adjustment. 

I commend to your attention, a letter on immigration, recently addressed to a representative 
workman of Italy, and which was published in the December issue of the American Federationist. 
This subject is one which has been greatly discussed by all classes of our people, particularly by 
many who look upon it as one of the many means of relief for our present large number of un- 
employed. I do not commend affirmative action to you, but it would be a plain shirking of duty 
were your attention not invited to this very serious subject. 





CIRCLE CHECK SYSTEM. 


Complaints from many quarters have reached headquarters that a system which has had some- 
what of a quasi endorsement from us, namely, the Circle Check System, has been utilized by 
some persons, who have brought discredit upon the name of labor among a large number of peo- 
ple. All kinds of schemes were resorted to to secure the endorsement of local and central bod- 
les. Fair employers, employers of union labor have been duped into paying tribute for patronage, 
which they would and were entitled to receive; while, on the other hand, unfair concerns gladly 
availed themselves of what they imagined to be an endor sement of their non-union product. At 
the same time, the good name of organized labor was brought into disrepute. This scheme has sim- 
ply resulted in benefiting less than a dozen men who have used the endorsement given for their 
own aggrandizement. 

But apart from the consideration of the improper methods to which the system was put, the 
system in itself is unjust. When organized labor enters into agreements with employers, the 
conditions of which are comparatively, fair and the product of the firm is then union-made, and 
bearing the union label, it is neither just nor advantageous to exact tribute for the patronage of 
organized labor. It is placing union concerns at a disadvantage. | submit that this convention 
should rid our movement of this scheme calculated to injure it and those connected with it. 








INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


For years there has been a growing. desire among the workers of the civilized world to be 
more in touch with each other, recognizing the identity of their interests, and with it the pur- 
pose to act on the great principle of solidarity. In line with this, the tr ade-unions of the United 
States inaugurated the movement for the interchange of fraternal delegates between the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and the British Trade-union Congress. This has now been taken up by 
the trade-union movements of other countries so that at Edinburg, the unionists, not only of our 
country, but Germany and Australia, were represented. ‘Today we have with us from Great 
Britain a delegation and in all likelihood we shall have a delegation from the Dominion of 
Canada, to all of whom we bid a cordial, fraternal, and most hearty welcome. 
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE-UNION CONGRESS. 


Of course, various congresses have been held under different names and auspices, each of 
them proving more or less impotent and incapable of dealing with the very complex questions 
which they were called upon to decide. The very fact that these congresses called in the name 
of labor and held under the authority and by organizations based upon a widely different purpose 
than that of the trade-union, chaos and confusion were the order of the day, causing many sym- 
pathizers to turn away with downcast hopes as to the future of labor. The public mind assv- 
ciated these gatherings with the bona fide organizations of labor, and questioned either our in- 
telligence, our sincerity, or our sanity. 

Having these facts in mind, yet recognizing the general desire to cement the fraternal bonds 
of labor internationally, I communicated with the fraternal delegates from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to the British Trade-union Congress, which convened at Edinburgh, September last, 
and suggested that the Congress take the initiative with the view of holding an International 
Congress of the bona fide trade-unions of the world. 

It affords me pleasure to be able to report to you that, notwithstanding the experience our 
British trade-unionisist had of an International Congress just previously held of a character. re- 
ferred to above, they submitted the proposition to a referendum vote of all affiliated trade-unions 
in Great Britain, the result to be finally ascertained and declared at the next Congress, to be held 
in September, 1897. 

This matter is referred to you for such action as you may deem most advisable in the prem- 
ises. It is respectfully suggested, however, that if favorable action is taken, and I sincerely hope 
that it will be, that the initiative be left in the hands of our British fellow-unionists. 

In connection with our movement it is but proper to say that a general correspondence was 
continually kept up with the representatives of the organized wage-workers of many countries. 

The German Trade-union Congress held at Berlin early in the year, showed an increase of 
membership, so that there are now 250,000 trade-unionists represented. 

An invitation has just been received from the Secretary of the Austrian General Commission 
(equal to our Executive Council) requesting that our Federation he represented at the Austrian 
Trade-union Congress to be held at, Vienna on the twenty-fifth of this month. 

Ve are in closer touch, too, with the French, Belgium, Holland, Spanish, and Italian organ- 
ized workers than ever before. These communications and inter-communications are, beyon 
doubt, the harbinger of better feelings and a better day for the workers of the world. 








A DIGRESSION. 


It may not be amiss, before conehaet this report, to digress for a moment and to refer 
briefly to the fact that during the first few weeks of my present term I was stricken so severely 
ill that my life was despaired of by all. That though nigh unto death my most serious consid- 
eration was for the duties I aimed to perform in the interest of our fellow-workers—in the in- 
terest of our movement. ‘That during painful, weary months I worked with all the zeal of my 
being that no duty devolving upon me might be neglected or left undone. I have physical im- 
provement and mental satisfaction as a result of my work under the strain. I trust you will 
pardon this brief, but which I regarded as a necessary personal allusion. 


WORK IMPOSSIBLE TO REPORT. 


You do not, of course, anticipate that it is at all possible to give even a resume of the work 
performed by your officers. The thousands of letters written on almost every conceivable subject 
directly and often remotely connected with labor’s interests; the issuance of countless circulars 
to further organization and the purposes for which our organization stands; the arguments pre- 
pared and issued on the issues to which we are pledged economically, legislatively and judi- 
ciously; the suggestions made and advice given in response to innumerable requests made and 
often of our own initiation; correspondence with the executive council, the colleges, universities 
and students, these and many others can not even be alluded to, much less reported upon. These 
form the routine work of your officers, and require their painstaking attention. Much of the 
work has been published in our monthly magazine, and all form part of the archives of our office. 
In official letters, circulars, papers and our magazine and upon the platform, the interests and 
rights of labor have been advocated with earnestness, energy and aggressiveness, and I may be 
pardoned if I with pride say, with considerable success. 








CONCLUSION. 


And now that I.am to submit you my stewardship of our movement for the past year, it but 
fair to say that at no time have the eyes of the world been more keenly concentrated upon the 
course of your officers than during the past year. And though we can not assert that we have 
escaped criticism, sometimes harsh more often friendly, yet it is gratifying that the very best of 
spirit generally prevails between the rank and file of our affiliated organizations. At times we 
were not in a position to conform to what was requested of us, but these were usually upon mat- 
ters beyond our power or control and upon proper explanations satisfaction was expressed. 

It would be a dereliction of duty of which I can not be guilty, were I to fail to give due 
credit and frank expression to the many obligations I owe to and the uniform courtesy I have 
received at the hands of the officers of the trade-unions. 

And to my colleagues of the Executive Council I wish to attest my sincere appreciation of 
not only their signal ability and devotion to our cause, but my gratitude for their courtesy, uni- 
form kindness and co-operation in the endeavor to make my administration of the affairs of our 
organization as successful as possible. 

And finally, fellow-delegates, permit me to indulge in the hope that we, in whose hands such 
vast interests are now vested; on whose action the realization of such high hopes for the pres- 
ent and the future depend; on whose wisdom and honor the thinking, earnest men and women 
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of our time are waiting with almost bated breath, that we can not—we dare not—disappoint them, 
we will not blast the hopes and the faith they have in us. : 
Let calmness. and fair judgment characterize our deliberations, striving to be true to our 


constituents and just to each other and success 


will crown our efforts; the dawn of a brighter 


day will be ushered in and millions yet unborn will rise up and give us the full meed of praise 


for the work so well done. 


The chair asked if it was desired to receive 
the remaining reports of officers, the hour be- 
ing late. 


The president stated that it would be better 
to send all the officers’ reports to the press to- 
So ordered. 


gether. 
Delegate O’Sullivan moved to remain in ses- 
sion until reports were read. Lost. ” 


SECRETARY’S REPORT. 


To the Members of the Sixteenth Annual Convention’ of the American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Workers:—I have the honor to submit to you a report of the receipts and expenses 
for the fiscal year beginning November 1, 1895, and ending October 31, 1896. I am pleased to 
state that the receipts show an increase of 15% per cent over those of last year, while the gen- 
eral balance on hand is 25 per cent greater. The expenses have been a trifle less, due to the fact 
that we did not have so many large obligations or appropriations, while considerable more has 
been expended in general work resulting in a grander and larger organization than at any time 
in our history, manifested in an increase of membership of 68,292 for the year. 

Our heaviest appropriations have been: Brown Hoisting strikers, Cleveland, O.; United 
Garment Workers; Amalgamated Association of Street Railway Employes; families of Messrs. 
Dempsey and Beatty, imprisoned Homestead men; United Mine Workers, and delegates to the 
British Trade-union Congress. 

Following is a report of receipts and expenses by months for the year, which have been 
published in detail in the American Federationist, and a copy forwarded to each union: 














RECEIPTS. 
Per cap. Sup- Feder- Adv. in list 
tax plies. ationist. of organ. 
ne $1,027 12 $254 13 $266 75 
Oe etree eX kaGiES 915 39 189 21 174 49 
JOBURTY «05.0. és eae ietecnewe 484 27 322 77 19 10 
PE in acieee. Swipes kaos » $36 22 409 17 304 63 
March ........ iKibwSE SEAS 1,129 50 413 70 156 17 $100 00 
eer ore = aKorenne 729 99 373 49 125 57 
May errr Te mete ee cossce 6990 60 409 15 270 67 
FORE... ceoses cx Seenkwaees ee . SOx at 514 92 100 19 
July HAC MSS, PORK SRRCER ON 771 88 331 79 124 15 
ME. Kecsarcotenaee waedeaeg 507 68 428 32 243 57 
DEN. Sctutcwece *aageenen 1,046 83 368 55 81 15 
EE kuavcssee Seckeenewindar 1,877 08 199 51 51 17 A 
—_ — ams « —_—_— i 
$10,057 86 $4,214 71 $1,917 61 $100 00 
EXPENSES. 
General. Federationist. 
November ........... Kis Peasnaitee cheese Cesannawee $ 817 08 133 12 
SE: aecaeecaxveee Sacrewe ‘ieee tenRendeeenas - 41,214 19 142 37 
PE. cca civeoesS Fees Aadeswnprebadedeenslewns s 2700 #5 174 87 
OD + cc6sgrcsehsdnseesesats SaeEAP Eee . 619 45 234 97 
eee rT Per eT errr tT ee eT Te 1,122 52 160 00 
0 Cre re Veuesesnadees are deetebes 898 48 158 34 
DEE: (x kS.Wasaswpraas. sasene bates epee tes casowens 1,011 87 123 98 
ME tabeeenees PT eee TTT Tee TTR Cr er F 908 11 230 10 
Bp vacGeeseheeee 46be bank ‘ Pen pers Terre ce 951 69 252 51 
PE o5ok50cuedewasee prahteapRsbanes Kaew « 2.488 2 161 46 
September ...... cibivhes oan Re re ee 1,082 56 136 75 
DEE s6SsGesdeheES 4505045" (Aa Dee bd TE RATES - 1,483 93 191 61 | 
$13,352 87 $2,100 08 
RECAPITULATION. 
RECEIPTS. 
Balance on hand November 1, 1895........ Coe secseeves $ 3,331 12 
Be NE BOE 6.6 weGin. a ed 0a ono e eo eo sree eee cnneawees 10,057 86 
EE Oh CRG 6 aE SHRS ETS LRK CAS AOE DARED OEE ES 4,214 71 
SO Tr re Seeere ERS E 1,917 61 
POR. 10 Tat Of OrQaniKatIONsS...6 0 6.066sccsrsccerercescece 100 00 
$19,621 30 
EXPENSES. 
NN coco db nena, assets cad cashGarenaeetaves® $13,352 87 
Federationist ......... LEA ies eRe Ey Ae R MER re 2,100 08 
$15,452 95 
OES CR DE iiss 5 ion cahedcd. dorsbacnecensen’ $4,168 35 
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Following is a grouping, as near as possible under their several heads, of the detailed 
monthly expenses: 















Appropriation to Brown Hoisting Strikers, Cleveland, O............. $ 200 00 
Nimans GUPRIEUE NVOSMONG: vce s ccc ccecersavecencesccteccuseecus 200 00 
Amalgamated Association of Street Railway Employes........... 200 00 
Cte IE WRONMOUN, ov.5 2 He ens cu dececeeacntecucnegucnisi sims 262 50 
Families of Messrs. Dempsey and Beatty, Homestead men....... 200 00 
Two delegates to the British Trade-union Congress..............20++ 550 00 
Salary of John McBride, president, two months.........-.sseeeeeeeee 300 00 
Samuel Gompers, president, ten months............eeeeeeeeeeee 1,500 00 
| of Secretary 1,500 00 
POGRUEEE 6 icccecncs 100 00 
Appropriation to organize Screw Makers 50 00 
Columbia Typographical Union No. 101, Washington, D. C., on ac- 

COG Vint Ge FOU DUNG hc scent vnntecd cacccasevenceawsee 95 50 
Entertainment of English delegates to New York Convention........ 74 65 
Traveling and hotel expenses attending New York Convention, Presi- 

i er ne <5. ccc en et neha edekaie bReN eC Rbe eke Oe AN 183 63 
Rent of Madison Square Garden and fixings............0eeeeeeeeeees III 50 
Rooms for headquarters and committee meetings.............0ee0005 88 00 
Assistant secretary New York Convention.............cceeecceccees 40 00 

EE <cReSRteeeweseaseen 660.0bekneeEN es eheeeeeEees 28 00 
EE rac n acide ~ o:dae.ou sea Cee aan aie dae e eed ae eaamirs 12 00 
Printing daily proceedings New York Convention and 1,800 bound copies 642 18 
i Oe EN, SONEUIEE. 5.950. <6.0 005-0 b.0 «SERRE WEKMG STOR RCEREEE EMS 420 00 
ECC OCT EEO CE COTO COT EEE CRETE Te “< 14 00 
CNNSI SUED o'c's WeRes ec ocucenes tcaecesaterevecuuNdananpasios 37 48 
i cin cc cer CdRL Ree RCRORRRNEDERECL WER CASO RS REED ORT 125 00 
MEE. che ncKscetheb dense Rdeneténnedes tensaendeaeeeenet 43 00 
OE SUE OUOG: coe ca ccctaedeadedecevesscerebanentanwesexesee 22 40 
Testimonial to John McBride, resolutions...............eeeeeeceeeee 23 65 
CORE WEEE Os xn-6 occ ChR NOC Res Cee ta cebe Ok MAKER Oh MeieN ake en 60 00 
Typewriter ....cceccccceccccccerecee ceccccccecesccceescceceesees 97 50 
Printing SAReRRARERERERERALS £05 6060400000 004600 2 Oi OES OORREESaSS 258 52 
oa Orem: Wer MORete WN 6 6.6:ac cewankecKeceseé ceteeteeaccenesane 1,835 98 
CO NE 6 bed dd Fcc e send cede ne OCREECEE EE CEEL SERRE ERERaeT 108 64 
oe DE OMUNIINO oo icone tlacerncces du gcenene Me enwese senses panes 632 60 
Expressage ............ 282 32 
Telegrams ......scccccesccccces 62 64 
Organizing expenses 183 44 
Organizing literature 450 83 
Stenographers ........... ieee 731 25 
PP Me ce crce re rks co Kevsores ebay eernecneee bes iivatankrweeekene 176 50 
TOE 66 0k eGcevenseoe ne 103 00 
Eee Oe (NER corns 60-6844 GENO M CORRE LV ened He enwecdenanewanddeaenede 2 35 
"EIRVLURE CADERSED Of PLERUEDY o.cik c vbc cs ccvccdvisecdawactinceceveus 475 11 
CES, Niscecease Vacs  CPRVaeeteeaneeeKnuscesneenedoceekuesae 86 05 
BN 1 ee ree Teter Pee err rrr er Ce 13 40 
James O’Connell, 3d vice-president .........-.-e eee e cece eee eeee 103 41 
Attending Executive Council meeting: 
Fi; 0, Benen: TEL VINO TROND «bac cée vice vexsiccwnunueeneeene 162 50 
James Duncan, 2d vice-president.........-seeeecccccccccecccccees 161 50 
meen CEC OMIGN, 90 VIRO-DEONIGONEG s 6.6 6.6.06 ce ccciscccccecseusseunne 66 00 
f. M. Garland, "gth WE RNS 6:6. 6.60 cc onde huscndes Chaneuens 81 00 
TO: Th, LAO: PURMNIIET . 6 ices cdicccidscnnsnewanenenakweceut 75 00 
PURI nek c Cc Wbcakceeceecetonbdee: setuid cceedes Ceaneencaure 89 84 
Following is a comparative statement for the past ten years: 
1887. 
TA TORII, 6.5.08 5A RETR CORT ORR KERR ESS $2,100 34 
DE ciacas Sac cekdnevarndacecaecudenese 2,074 39 
— $25 95 
1888. 
ee: Gt WARE 6x0 cbdivccdcncwent weunce ens $ 25 95 
PER: Sukawiwt. cndcswnceawad eereeenesinre 4,512 55 
——— . $4,538 so 
TRORMEEE: ce rccss. sricvece cavetuecerenecnees 3,933 67 
———— $604 83 
1889. 
pS | Pe Te Te ee hee wate $ 604 83 
ee PETE COPE CE CET COCO T Creer 6,838 40 
— $7,443 23 
MONMNE. n5 0 ckcsncsves -ociaceisaee sedeeness 6,578 33 
————— | eee 
1890. 
es: OR. DB. 66 sca ctnrs cecricenedentenes $ 864 90 
EEE ccc cacatee Evitcesravameecuseneones 23,849 74 
——— $24,714 64 
DUE esikva stesso ss. cues coandctascnestees 21,070 5 


$3,644 07 
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1891. 
Balance OG BONG. .6 6c ccccesciccscwses cower $ 3,644 07 
BOONE MSchedexae SAWsaaalmmnecaenee Mews - 17,702 36 
E —— $21,346 43 
ee TYP TMT TTL Te Cecese eine 13,190 07 
———_ $8,156 36 
1892. 
| a rea Pisces $ 8,156 36 
BUEN Gudascsavaneex "Oe eeeinavis isigietered - 17,834 51 
. ———- $25,990 87 
EXPOCRSCS 2 cscccccecs isha w eR rere re 18,324 69 
$7,666 18 
1893. 
DAIQNCE ON DOA S.6.5.6050s0 case sveescenene’ ..-$ 7,666 18 
MNES Nsaxccncsees! sawben Pee tee ee sees 20,866 62 
. ———— $28,530 80 
Expenses ..... Lipameee theaee asks ae eee ‘ 21,383 36 
em S75547 44 
1894. 
Balance on hand ........... ever err. ae 
PM Sha KLE b SEK Nad Ed RanORES ae RALS 15,346 43 
. ——— $22,493 87 
EXPENSES 2.cccccccecs TE eT eT ee ee 17,302 08 
———_ $5,191 79 
1895. 
POONCe OR DARE oc ices ows secs gn seees crveS 8)16t 99 
-Receipts ..... OSS O wee RAC HR CRIMES AEE ALT + 13781 75 
: ———— $18,943 54 
Expenses ..... (as oseew. wenaen ache eneeee ‘ 15,612 42 
$3.96! 12 
1896. 
3alance on hand...... TTT TC ee TT Te CC $ 3,331 12 
PE: citar ee wakes Aa eeuew es sieneMha alga 16,290 18 
-- $19,621 30 : 
expenses .......... SNOGs Seendivensaudaees 15,452 95 
a 84168 35 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 


The American Federationist has been enlarged considerably during the past year to meet the 
demands of the growing movement, and yet the supply of space has not been near equal to the 
press of matter, or that could be utilized with general profit. Four pages have been added regu- 
larly and oftentimes eight. A greater number of copies have been issued each month and 
gratuitously distributed to our unions, by which process has been secured a number of agents 
scattered over the country, who are working hard to build up. a circulation, recognizing fully 
the value that such an ally can be in the battle of labor. As a result of this method, the num- 
ber of single copies sold is far in excess of last year. Throughout the year copies have been 
forwarded to the secretaries of nearly every local union attached to the Federation, as well as 
distributed generally for purposes of propaganda. 

he financial returns, however, have not been equal to the outlay. It has been an excep- 
tionally poor year for advertising, while new subscribers have been few and delinquents many. 
There is a balance against the magazine, as the following figures show. Advertising has im- 
proved the past two months, however, and the prospects are fair for evening up. 
. Following is a statement of the receipts and expenses for the twelve months ending Octo- 
er 31, 1896: 





RECEIPTS. 
PE ois aca s68eRKNGS. KPSeE ees SoG PENNER $ 1,596 20 
CINE: CoG Se K ee eweues! aa dinwe Ri Ons cl eawhsKye he 234 97 
SNS i Fe FSA SE KS ESTS-. KONG SERREN SKROCR ORS EON roe 86 44 
—————-_ $1,917 61 
EXPENSES. 
Re Oe ee me re PEARSE REE RERES $ 1,638 43 
COMMISION ON. AGVETUGING. 00.50.06 ccdcccscccessacnccee 233 82 
EN ME, 0.59 650. 65 io wha OLA OKDOEAE FERRE ORS Oe 165 00 
eC ee er 2 93 
a 2,100 18 
Excess of expenses over receipts........... ere ee Ce eee eos $382 57 
RECAPITULATION. 
I TNR 5 5c aisiisawineckig dike OG ROSE SEARO ROMS ROK RME CERES CRRREDE ROE $ 31 10 
eS NII ek hin ct SM posialed Sided Minin bore DAS Ore SR AIR ES LNG iil KK 182 57 
TR RORRE: ooh osea saa Hos Fee eaee een ee -$213 67 


An effort has been made to compile the gains and losses in the field of labor during the year. 
The time proved too short, however, for a complete tabulation, many unions failing to report. 
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Sufficient has been secured to give a fair idea of the work that is being done, from which it will 
be observed that considerable progress has been made, notwithstanding the poor industrial con- 
ditions that prev ailed. No figures can be compiled of the results achieved without disagreement; 
that is, of the reductions and other encroachments prevented by the fact of being organized; as 
one of those reporting put it, “by the silent power of unity.” 

Tailors.—Won fourteen strikes and lockouts, compromised eight, lost nine. Increased the 
wages of 911 members from 3 to 10 per cent. There were seventeen lockouts on account of re- 
ductions in wages averaging 15 per cent, involving 721 members; a settlement was made on an 
average of 6 per cent; altogether there were 1,632 persons involved. In nineteen cities reduc- 
tions were prevented, ‘and in five advances were pall without strikes, involving 1,823 members. 

Bakers.—Won two strikes, compromised two, lost one. Gains, $2.00 per week and reduc- 
tion of one hour, benefiting 750 persons, while none were injured. Six boycotts were placed, and 
three are still on. 

Molders.—Won six strikes, compromised four, lost two, pending four; twelve were for 
wages paid in 1892. An average advance of 10 per cent was gained, benefiting 297 persons. 
Besides this, every attempt to reduce wages was successfully resisted. 3y conferring with the 
Stove Founders’ National Defense Association they have maintained the piece price for stove 
molding prevailing in 1892. 

Granite Cutters.—Won fourteen strikes, three pending, lost none. Increased wages slightly 
in ten instances, and secured permanent recognition for union in six. Lost nothing; benefited 
2,380 persons. Also made, without strikes, regular yearly settlement for union wages, hours 

and regular pay-days, and eliminated lar gely ‘ ‘no-discrimination-against-union-men” clause, only a 
few of such remaining. 

Cigarmakers.—Won thirty strikes, compromised fifteen, lost six. Benefited 653 persons, and 
83 worsted. General scale of wages and hours maintained. 

Elastic Goring Weavers.--No strikes or lockouts. Settled by conference price list on new 
grade of work and minor matters. 

Tobacco Workers.—No strikes or lockouts. Settled minor matters by conference. Have 
gained great advantage through their label. Have trouble pending with the trust. 

Hatters.—No strikes or lockouts. Four factories unionized by the label, and won ‘two boy- 
cotts. 

Stove Mounters.—-Won one strike, compromised four, benefited 62 persons. 

Slate Quarrymen.—No strikes or lockouts. General situation unchanged. 

Harn ss and Saddlemakers.—Compromised one strike, benefiting 11 persons. No losses. 

’atternmakers.—Won one strike, lost. one; benefited twenty-four, and six worsted. Much 
accomplished without trouble in raising minimum rates, shop considerations, time and a half for 
overtime, and the complete abolition of piece-work. 

Brewery Workers. Do not strike. Won two boycotts; several pending. Benefited 60 peo- 
ple. Have made good advances in organizing. 

Sarbers.-—No difficulties; general progress. 

Garment Workers.—Won two strikes, compromised one, lost three. In Baltimore, Chicago 
and Cincinnati manufacturers combined because of strike in one shop. Involved 10,200 members. 
Defeated after stubborn contest through trade dullness. In Chicago some tailoring branches 
won; cutters lost. In Philadelphia 1,000 members secured a_reduction of three hours per day, 
but subsequently lost it owing to extreme dullness. In New York and Brooklyn thirteen unions 
of 12,000 members secured signed agreements with a security cash forfeit in the event of viola- 
tion. Almost complete trade depression caused inroads upon conditions prevailing, but largely 
prevented and numerous concessions gained. In the overall branch wages raised and hours re- 
duced without trouble, benefiting 1,200. 

Machinists..-Won fifteen strikes, lost two, benefited 2,450 persons and worsted 550. One 
thousand men in Cleveland secured Saturday half holiday, time-and-a-half for overtime, and rep- 
resentation when having a_ grievance. Conditions in Joliet and Easton better since the strike 
than ever before. Obtained increase in wages in eight sections, and successfully resisted reduc- 
tions in fifteen. Won two boycotts and one pending. Reduced piece-work system to its lowest 
possible minimum; prevented the introduction of running two machines and the displacement 
of machinists by handy men. Srown Hoisting strike still on; men have secured other positions 
So at Illinois Steel Go. and Ingersoll-Sergeant Drill Co. conditions generally vastly improved. 
If figured out would show a benefit of over one million dollars. 

Printing Pressmen.—Won three strikes, lost four, benefited 39 persons, worsted 41. Made 
gains without difficulties in Minneapolis, New York City and Chicago. 

Mineral Miners.—Secured increase of 10 per cent in one mine and a six months’ trial of 
the eight-hour day, which is working satisfactorily. 

Printers. “Won forty- five strikes, compromised three, lost eighteen, four unsettled. Jene- 
fited 844 persons and 225 were worsted. (From February 9.) 

orseshoe —Wen six strikes, lost none. Secured nine-hour day in thirteen cities; with- 
out strike in six. Benefited 300 persons. 

[ron and Steel Workers.— tad several strikes, one still pending. Secured an advance of 
12% per cent in an important branch for several thousands of our members. Successfully re- 
sisted a strongly pressed reduction. No losses 

Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners.—Won ninety-eight strikes, compromised eleven, lost 
seven. Secured eight-hour plan in twenty-four more cities, and nine hours in thirteen cities. 
Twelve per cent of membership lost from about 15 to 20 per cent in wages. Building trade 
prostrate. 

Street Railway Employees.—Won one strike, lost one; one lockout, still unsettled. Has 
been a poor year for organizations. Secured an advance without trouble. 

Longshoremen.—\Won twelve strikes, compromised two, lost none. Organized twenty-seven 
local unions. Secured an average increase of 20 per cent along the lakes. Along the coast pre- 
vented reduction. 

Seamen—Increased wages on the lakes, 50 cents per day; on the coast remain the same. 
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Wire Drawers.—Have had no difficulties. 
Musicians.—No strikes. Have suffered somewhat through army bands working below price. 
Spinners—-No strikes or lockouts. 

Metal Polishers, Buffers and Platers.—-Had fifteen strikes; won nine, compromised one, five 
pending. Benefited 800 persons, 200 worsted. Have made six card shops, increased wages, won 
against reduction, and enforced apprentice laws. 

Nestern Federation of Miners.-—Had three strikes; won two, one pending in Leadville since 
June, 1896. Benefited 6,300 persons, and 35 worsted. Also prevented reduction in wages in 
nearly every mining section west of the Missouri river. 

The following local unions, which have no national organizations, have also reported: 

Columbia River Fishermen 6321.—One strike of 2,400 persons against a reduction of 20 per 
cent, which was compromised on 10 per cent after a long and bitter struggle. Before these men 
organized they received scarcely 2 cents per pound for salmon; they raised it to 5 cents and 
maintained it for years. They now get 4% cents. 

Grays Harbor Fishermen 6477.—One strike in which they secured as much for half the sea- 
son’s work as they would have at the old figure, while they have also secured respectful treat- 
ment. 

Bicycle Workers 6763.—Compromised on two strikes, whereby they restored a cut of 15 per 
cent on certain work. Also, secured discharge of an obnoxious foreman and put a union man 
in his place. 

Firemen 6130.—Won a strike for the eight-hour day, benefiting 50 members. 

Holders-on and Heaters 6776.—Wen a strike, benefiting 50 persons.” Benefits not specified. 

Nail Makers 6571.—-No strikes, but have secured an average advance of 5 per cent in 
wages in some of the departments. 

Silver Burnishers 6234.—One strike secured recognition for the union and discharge of a 
back-slider; also, about 30 per cent improvement in prices for new piece work in spite of de- 
pression in trade. 

Federal Labor Union 6729.—Won two strikes for maintenance of wages, benefiting 200 
persons. 

Federal Labor Union 6801.—Won two strikes for increase of wages, benefiting 85 persons. 

Musicians 5208.—Unnonized three theaters, secured scale of prices and 50 new members. 

Canadian Sault Federal Labor Union 6779.—Secured agreement from town authorities to em- 
ploy none but union men. No strikes. 

Structural Iron Workers 5723.—Reduced Friday’s work one hour and secured full day’s pay 
for half day on Saturday when there is no work. No strikes. 

Lathers Protective 6806.—Secured increase of wages of one-half per cent per yard. No 
difficulties of any kind. 

Teamsters and Helpers 5986.—Secured increase of 25 cents per day and pay for overtime. 
No strikes. 

Federal Labor 6736.—Secured slight improvement in wages and commanding more respect 
since organizing. 

Grinders and Strappers 6501.—Gained one strike for 5 per cent increase in wages and lost 
another. Had previously raised their wages from $2.50 to $2.75 per day. 

Hod Carriers 6656..—Four strikes; won two; two pending for nine-hour day and increase 
of wages. 

Screwmakers Protective 6256.—\Won one strike against paying for tools; lost another 
against obnoxious foreman. Reinstated four discharged members and made a gain in wages. 

Lathe Operators 6625.—Adopted a standard hourly wage and increased limit on piece-work 
without trouble. Tost a strike against unfair superintendent but retained their places. 

Beef Butchers 6496.—No strikes; have put 25 members to work by committee work and 
increased membership. 

Laundry Workers Protective 5580.—VPrevented a reduction in wages in several cases without 
open rupture. 

The following unions report no losses or special gains, other than maintaining their positions: 
Musicians Protective No. 5819, File Workers Protective No. 5887, Laundry Workers No. 6608, 
Laundry Werkers No. 5254, Iron Workers Helpers No. 6709, Lathers No. 6718, Hack and Cab 
Drivers No. 6605, Architectural Iron, Wire and Metal Workers No. 6616, Federal Labor No. 6800, 
Butchers Benevolent Protective No. 6531, Federal Labor No. 6697, Federal Labor No. 6758, Fed- 
eral Labor No. 6737, Stone Pointers Protective No. 6775. Mull and Smeltermen No. 6747, is 
now on a strike in the Leadville mines. Miners Protective No. 6395, report a strike against a 
reduction still pendifig. 

The following unions report losses: 

Mattress Workers 6490.—Qne strike; won two shops, three pending. 

Filers Protective 6483.—Three strikes; won two for discharge of one man and reinstate- 
ment of another; lost one. Increase in wages lost and day limit increased. 

Laborers 6545.—Reports loss of membership owing to trade depression. 

Woodworkers International.-—Had five strikes; won one, compromised one, lost two, one 
pending. Benefited 100 persons, worsted 155. 

Tunnel Miners Association 6753.—One strike lost involving 165 men. 

hese reports show that in cases of strike or lockout scabs were secured from no particular 
locality, but generally where the trouble occurred, or in neighboring states. Public opinion has 
had a great effect upon the scab, in deterring him from practicing his dishonorable ways. Yet the 
history of strikes and lockouts of late years proves that they are not won, in the great majority 
of cases, because of lack of scabs, but rather by the boycott, both social and industrial, and by 
the union label, whose influence is constantly widening. Following is a list of the unions re- 
porting on this feature, where scabs were secured: 

Machinists.—from all over the states; a majority not from any particular locality. 

Garment Workers.—From other clothing centers. 

Horseshoers.—No scabs interfered. 
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Printers.—From surrounding towns. 

Pressmen.—From all over the country. 

Wood Workers.—In Grand Rapids and Chicago. 

Brewery Workers.—In Chicago and St. Louis. 

Pattern Makers.—In the city of Cleveland and surrounding towns. 

Stove Mounters.—In Detroit. 

Granite Cutters.—P orgy om from padrone agencies in New York and Boston. 
Bakers.—In New York City. 

Tailors.—In the large cities. 

Grinders and Strappers.—In Toledo. 

Iron Miners.—-From all parts (F. L. U. 6736.) 

Fishermen.—From the farms and logging districts. 

Coal Mines of Michigan.—In Illinois. 

Silver Miners.—In Missouri and Kansas. 

Mattress Workers.—In Michigan, Minnesota, Illinois, Milwaukee. 

Street. Railway Employees.—In Philadelphia, Grand Rapids, Chicago, Cleveland. 
Musicians.—In Kentucky. 





UNION LABELS. 


The unions now reporting the use of union labels are: Cigarmakers, Boot and Shoe Work- 
ers, Hatters, Printers, Garment Workers, Bakers, Carriage and Wagon Makers, Horse Nail 
Makers, Sardine Packers, Salmon Fishermen, Tobacco Workers, Tailors, Molders, Wood Work- 
ers, Cracker Bakers, Coopers, Flour-mill employes, Brewery Workers, Mattress Makers, Broom 
Makers, Laundry Workers, Teamsters; the Clerks, Barbers and Waiters have cards, and the 
Agents a badge. The growth of the union label is steady and sure. It is the backbone of some 
of our unions and a great aid to them all. Label leagues are being instituted in many places, 
both on local and state lines, and are doing good work. There are many more industries which 
can adopt union labels and which, no doubt, evil in the course of time. From reports made to 
headquarters during the year from the various unions, continued and increasing interest is being 
taken in their welfare. That all unions should boom the union label of each other is important, 
for to build up and strengthen any one union strengthens all others. While we may be working 
at different callings our interests are intertwined. Upon the growth and activity of unionism 
generally in any city depends upon the stability and power of the particular union in which 
any one of us may hold a card. Hence the importance of furthering union labels of sister un- 
ions. By helping them we help ourselves and all help each other. 


ORGANIZING. 


In spite of the many adverse influences, political and industrial, organization has advanced 
during the past year, and much credit is due to our staff of organizers, who are continually put 
to personal sacrifice without any thought or hope of reward. There have been 267 charters 
granted to local and federal labor unions as against 141 last year. Of this number 11 charters 
were granted to the following national unions: National State Quarrymen; Northern Mineral 
Mine Workers Progressive; Actors National Protective; Brass and Composition Metal Workers, 
Polishers and Buffers (subsequently amalgamated with the Metal Polishers); National Brick- 
makers Alliance; Stoneware Potters Union; National Union of Textile Workers; Boilermakers and 
Iron Ship Builders; Western Federation of Miners; United Hatters; Federated Association of 
Wire Drawers. Twenty-three charters have been issued to Central Labor Unions, as follows: Ro- 
chester (N.Y.); Oneida (N.Y.); a (Mich); Philadelphia (Pa.); Wilkesbarre (Pa.); Wash- 
ington (D.C.); Jacksonville (Fla.): Kansas City (Kan.); Victor (Colo.); Ithaca (N.Y.); Lawrence 
(Mass) ; Yonkers (N. Y.)3 Lockport aN. -Y.s Biddeford and Saco (Me); Leadville (Colo): 
Columbus (Ga.); Cripple Creek (Colo.); Poughkeepsie (N. Y.); Portland (Me.); Hartford 
(Conn.); Lynn (Mass.) ; Nashville (Tenn.); Hamilton (O.) 

Quite a number of local applications for charters were forwarded to their respective na_ 
tionals, and also by our organizers. 

The accession of the central labor unions is cause for special gratification. It brings into 
connection and solidifies the entire movement, and enables all to do more effective work. The 
federal labor unions also are doing good work in many places. Their membership oftentimes 
runs up into the hundreds, and many trade-unions have been formed from their ranks. 

A large quantity of literature has been issued from headquarters during the year in this work, 
an outlay well expended and which will bring manifold returns. Special efforts have been put 
forth to increase the army of organizers with good success, the great majority of whom have ap- 
preciated the responsibilities placed upon them, and exercised their best efforts to utilize the 
resources at their command. An evidence of the work done along these lines can be seen in the 
fact that the outlay for postage and expressage is double the amount expended the year previous. 

It is impossible to estimate, with the resources at hand, the total gain in organization, cover- 
ing all unions and places during the past year, but that there was a healthy increase is self-evi- 
dent. It must be remembered also that the first quarter of the year was one of trade depression, 
when comparatively little was done in any field of labor; and the last quarter, was one of politi- 
cal excitement, with organization practically at a standstill, so that there remains but six months 
in which the above result was accomplished. 

All of which imparts a gleam of hope for the future. The workers are organizing. What- 
ever construction may be placed upon it, it emphasizes an important fact, namely: that they are 
awakening, and rapidly, to a true sense of the industrial situation. And organization means, 
aside from immediate benefits, an opportunity and an incentive to learn economic ,causes and 
effects. Every delegate knows this without extended repetition and example. There is also evi- 
dent a growing faith in the trade-union as a means to accomplish genuine reform. This is espe- 
cially noticeable in the fact that, notwithstanding repeated attacks, it is growing and is greater 
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today than ever. Not only is this true in our own land, but in other countries, where other 
methods have been tried, we find them now giving greater attention to the trade-union, in the 
knowledge that no matter what course they may also pursue in connection to bring about reform, 
the trade-union is the immediate important factor. ; , . 

It is quite natural for those outside of the trade-union, engaged in other pursuits than those 
of the wage-workers, and who have no unions, to doubt its correctness. But for the workers it 
is right, and what is right for them, the great mass of the people, will in the end be right for all. 
Doctrinairies tell us that its gains are eventually absolved in other directions. This is another 
case of theory vs. condition, for we have but to look about us to see the statement refuted by facts, 
in higher wages, shorter hours, more comforts, greater independence and increased liberties. For 
absolute proof compare the condition of the unionist with the non-unionist. There are exceptions, 
it is true, but the fault can be found in the particular organization, not in the general method. 
If the workers all over this broad land would give as much attention to the trade-union method 
as they do to political, they would achieve far greater results. They would gain in the workshop 
that which could not be taken away from them by legislatures, for with the workers banded to- 
gether in trade-unions, who is to support and enfogce obnoxious decrees? In any event, to ac- 
complish any genuine reform. the workers must stand together as a class. Unity is a prerequisite 
and class is the condition. Their immediate welfare is opposed to all other, while their ultimate 
is the same; by which is meant, that against them will be arrayed in the battle for human right: 
all those who are now arrayed against them in the division of the total product. And they can 
never agree upon any method, political or otherwise, that will make the division juster. Hence, 
they must combine amongst themselves, and the only method of doing so that has yet been pro- 
posed and practised, has been that of labor organization, with its portals open to wage-workers 
only. 

There is no limit to the development of the trade-union, and there only can unity be secured, 
to be expressed when it may and by what agencies. We have seen clear cut issues fostered by 
labor enter the domain of politics. And what became of them? Defeated. Why and how? By 
the fact, that while organized labor has at such times almost acted unanimously, unorganized 
labor has been pampered into voting on the side of the enemy. What is the moral? Get the 
unorganized into camp. Let us look to our trade-union first, and the ballot-box next. Let us 
bear in mind that no change can be made, no reform instituted, until education ensues, and when 
that is done the change results of its own accord gradually, almost imperceptibly, without any 
special declaration or beating of drums. In fact, great, changes, when specially noticed, are ac- 
companied by revolution. To strike was at one time a crime. ‘Today it is an indisputable right 
of labor. No laws have been changed, but the courts have been compelled to hearken to an edu- 
cated public opinion. So with the boycott. First denounced and vilified and cause for imprison- 
ment. Now it is universal, practised by ali classes, and cases in court are rapidly growing fewer. 
Public opinion has again asserted itself. It will be so with other reforms, just as soon as or- 
ganized labor is numerous and strong enough to not only make, but be, public opinion. 

Respectfully submitted, 


AUG. McCRAITH, Secretary of the A. F. of L. 
Referred to proper committee. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
November 1, 1895, to November 1, 1896. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Sixteenth Annual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor: 

The close of another year of the history of the labor movement in North America finds the 
American Federation of Labor, in spite of all opposition from foes without as well as from some 
within the ranks of the trade-union, stronger than it has ever been, not only numerically, but 
what is of vastly greater importance, the workers have a much greater confidence in the stability 
and power for good of the Federation than at any time in its history. The great industrial stag- 
nation has strengthened the confidence of the workers in the trade-union as being absolutely 
their sole and only means of emancipation from the unjust burdens they have to bear. With a 
return of business prosperity this confidence will bring forth great returns in the growth of all 
trade-unions. I bid you one and all to not lose hope or courage; the trade-union road is one 
of progress and real accomplishments. During the year I have, as one of the executive officers 
of the Federation, performed the duties of my office promptly and at all times to the very best 
of my ability. I hope my actions have been such that time will show them to have been to the 
best interest of the trade-union cause in America. ‘To my colleagues on the Executive Council 
I hereby extend my thanks for their uniform kindness. To the Sixteenth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor I extend the earnest desire that the work done, shall be, in 
every instance, to the best possible interest of the trade-union cause. 


INCOME. 

Nov. 30. Received of Secretary McCraith.........c..ccccccsccees $ 1,548 00 
Dec. 31. Received of Secretary McCraith..........cccccccecccecs 1,279 09 
1896. 

Jan. 31. Received of Secretary McCraith.............cccccccceee 826 14 
Feb. 29. Received of Secretary McCraith.............eeeeeeeeee . 1,050 02 
Mch. 31. Received of Secretary McCraith............c.sceeeeevee 1,799 37 
April 30. Received of Secretary McCraith..............ceecceeeee 1,229 05 
May 31. Received of Secretary McCraith..............cceeeeeeee 1,410 31 
June 30. Received of Secretary McCraith.............ccseeeeeees 1,116 52 
July 31. Received of Secretary McCraith............sceeeeevees 1,227 82 
Aug. 31. Received of Secretary McCraith....... plockoiseaintaare cascce S300 87 
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Sept. 30. Received of Secretary McCraith................04: coos $1,496 53 
Oct: 31. Kecesved of Secretary MeCraith........ccsccesessescccce 2,127 76 
Dame’. 1h WARGO NGvEMGer 9, 1UGR 6 5 ikki ccsicccircudsieccoacceaduesy 2,331 12 

WED 54S SEAN REFERRER KE Ree cava Salcsaeeeshdeneaeenne eros $18,621 30 
EXPENSES. 

1895. : 
EAT. Gite, NRE NOMEOMNMING ora. 5's: 00 p's Siw Riba S Raw be eaves etearane a melereaae $ 950 20 
Pee; SE; “Dee WRN vc occ ccccuee cecatcevkesasedaesuvabeuaes 1,356 56 

1896. P 
Jan. Mb... (DRM UN MUMMERS sé 50's 6rd. dale neaneasie ee LeeaxcuReeeeseees 1,965 62 
Feb. a er ene non echenaaamadk seen 854 42 
RO Slig ONIN Si ns widie-e t:e0 beau kere Were dmc eRe Obata eae 1,282 52 
EE, 2. EE SND 35.68 5.6 OER RE REEREREEEEROA Sawant eee Ra 1,056 82 
lay 31. Vaid Warrants. 85 
June 30. Paid Warrants. 21 
ee. Sih RG ao carats p deb Weae neelie se mae neus caw eken al 20 
Aug. 31. Paid Warrants. 70 
Sept. 30. Paid Warrants. 31 
Oct. SA; We 6.6 65.0 teKee had een wae :675 54 
pi: GARR errr 95 
ee re eC re Oy ey Pa ee ee ny. 30 
FON CRONE 1550 Bee KERTR ORES KERN ORET RCE Raa EKETes sa deunaaeEne 95 
November 1, bdfance in hands of Treasurer........ccccccccccccccccs $3,168 35 
November 1, 1806, in lends of Treasure ticcicc cc ccicccaccstccccetaces $3,168 35 
November 1, 1896, in hands of Secretary... .ccccccvcccsocccsence 1,000 00 
"RORY TBE: 6c. dc.c0nsdes gud ses ewsuseeemecwdaeenmecdaccaamena $4,168 35 


Fraternally yours, 


Referred to 
port. 


Committee on Secretary’s Re- 


President Gompers resumed the chair, and 
Delegate Duncan read the report of the Exe- 
cutive Council as follows: 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 
To the Members of the Sixteenth Annual Con- 

vention: 


Fellow Workers:—Your Executive Council 
begs leave to submit the following report upon 


the most. important matters that have com- 
manded its attention: f 
Four meetings have been held during the 


year, two at Indianapolis, while correspondence 
between the members and headquarters upon 
the many matters continually arising has been 
frequent. 

In accordance with instructions of the New 
York Convention, a joint meeting of the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers and Platers International 
Union and the Brass and Composition Metal 
Workers, Polishers and Buffers, was held in 
Syracuse, June last, and, we are pleased to 
state, amalgamation "effected; since which time 
we have heard of no complaint emanating from 
any source. The disagreement between the 
srewery Workers International Union and Lo- 
cal No. 18, of Chicago, has also been adjusted. 

So also with the Independent Bakers Union, 
of Brockton, which through the good offices 
and loyalty of the Central Labor Union of that 
city, has affiliated with Journeymen Bakers 
and Confectioners International Union. 

The difficulty betwen the International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists and the independent lgcal 
union of Machinists attached to Boston Central 
Labor Union was also settled. 

The difference betwen the Trades and Labor 
Union of St. Louis and Musicians’ Union No. 
5579 was disposed of by the former abiding 


JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer. 


by the decision of the New York Convention, 
and the advice of the officers of the Federation, 
to admit the later. Latterly, however, the diffi- 
culty arose again in new form, but it has been 
also adjusted. 

The charters of Federal 
5355, of Cincinnati, and No, 6643, of Omaha, 
were revoked on charge of being injurious to 
the labor union movement in their respective 
localities. 

We are happy to report that the release of 
Messrs. Dempsey and_ Beatty, imprisoned 
Homesteaders, was finally secured. 

At the New York Convention, the action of 
the Tin, Sheet Iron and Cornice Workers In- 
ternational Union in chartering a local of un- 
fair men in New York City was discussed, and 
it was there voted that said International Un- 
ion, the Iron Molders Union of North Amer- 
ica, and a local of the trade in New York, 
each appoint a committee with the view of ad- 
justing the difficulty. That if it was not set- 
tled by this commitee, the Tin, Sheet Iron and 
Cornice Workers International Union be_re- 
quired to withdraw charter of said local. This 
it refused to do, when the charter of the In- 
ternational was revoked, and that organization 
expelled from the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Representatives of the railway brotherhoods, 
upon invitation, were present at our last ses- 
sion, in October, and many matters of mutual 
interest considered, notably the bill pending 
in Congress on injunction-contempt, and the 
Railway Arbitration bill. In the former it 
was resolved to co-operate with the railway 
brotherhoods to secure its adoption. No action 
was taken upon the later, but officers of the 
brotherhoods were invited to visit this conven- 
tion and meet the delegates in person. On the 
whole, the conference did much to bring about 
a better understanding and to emphasize mu 
tual interests. 


Labor Unions No. 








34 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


The legislative matters referred by the last 
convention, have been properly attended to, 
and forwarded to Congress, ; ; 

The labels of the following unions were in- 
dorsed: 

Flour Mill Employees, No. 6595, Can Sol- 
derers No. 6153, Amalgamated Wood Workers, 
Journeymen Bakers and Confectioners cracker 
label, United Hatters of North America. 

It was only quite recntly that the Cotton 
Mule Spinners asked that the action of the New 
York Convention be carried out in relation to 
organizing the textile industries of the South. 
The matter is now being attended to, and or- 
ganizers are at work. 

Owing to the fact that but few central bod- 
ies were attached to the Federation, and many 
had dropped out because of inability to pay 
dues, it was thought expedient to reduce the 
burden from $25 to $10 per year, with an 
extra $10 each to be paid should they be rep- 
resented in our annual convention. The propo- 
sition was submitted to the national unions 


and carried almost unanimously. Since its 
adoption, we have secured, as stated in the 
Secretary’s report, quite a number of cen- 


tral labor bodies, and renewed efforts should 
and will be put forth on this line. , 

The matter of forming a National Union of 
Musicians was referred to the Executive Coun- 
cil by the last convention. Before doing so, 
however, another attempt was made to secure 
the National League of Musicians, which 
failed. The local unions then attached to the 
Federation decided to apply for a national 
charter. A convention was called in Indian- 
apolis, October 19, at the same time as_ the 
meeting of this council. It was composed of 
independent and league locals, nearly all of 
which were attached to the Federation. Con- 
siderable friction ensued, but the convention 
formally organized, admitted all unions pres- 
ent, agreed to admit all locals upon our list 
and bring about amalgamation where small un- 
ions existed, the unions refusing to amalgam- 
ate to go unrecognized, and elected officers and 
delegates to this convention. ‘The charter was 
subsequently issued with the provison that it 
be maidont to the approval of this convention, 
and the matter is thus presented to you for 
consideration. 

fany other minor matters were dealt with 
during the year. The intervention of the 
council was asked on different occasions when 
dispute arose between employer and employed, 
and not infrequently trouble was averted and 
advances gained. 

In many cases trouble could not be avoided 
without sacrificing the immediate and future 
welfare of those concerned. Several victories 
resulted for organized labor. Others are on 
the way, and some were lost. The following, 
which were declared unfair by the Executive 
Council, are again fair and employing union 
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labor throughout, after an extended warfare 
in most instances: Hackett, Carhart & Co., 
clothiers, New York City; Cabinet Cigar Co., 
Detroit, Mich.; S. Ottenberg Bros., cigars, 
New York City; Metz Bros. Brewing Co., 
Omaha, Neb.; G. W. Walker, quarry, Lith- 
onia, Ga.; Detroit Stove Works, Detroit, 
Mich.; Francis Jones, quarry, Lithonia, Ga.; 
Fischer Bros., malsters, Buffalo, N. Y.; F. W. 
Wheeler & Co., shipyard, Bay City, Mich. 

The following firms have been declared un- 
fair, and are still under the ban: 

American Tobacco Co., S. F. Hess & Co., 
cigars; Gormully & Jeffrey Bicycle Co., Over- 
man Bicycle Co., Chicago Freie Presse, Ex- 
celsior Show Case and Cabinet Works, Los 
Angeles Times, Kerbs, Wertheim & Shiffer, 
cigars; Quarries of Venable Bros., Quincy 
Show Case Works, Maple City Soap orks, 
Monmouth (Ill.) Pottery Co.; H. Buzbey’s 
cigars, Gobeille Pattern Works, T. G. 
Shoe Co., Adolph Laux Bindery, Fuller-War- 
ren Stove Co., Swift’s Sure Specific, i. 
Heinz Pickling Co., Armour -acking Co., 
Cumberland Flour Mills, Liberty Flour Mills, 
Hart, Schaffner & Marks, clothiers; Metro- 
politan Insurance Co., Sardine Factories of 
I,ubec and Machias, Me.; Berger Bedding Co., 
A. Weigel & Co., mattresses. 

More attention should be paid to these mat- 
ters. If, upon reading of a difficulty, the offi- 
cers of our affiliated unions would drop a 
postal to the concern involved, and report re- 
ply. it would help greatly to bring to a speedy 
settlement what otherwise is oftentimes a long- 
drawn-out conflict. 

As much of the council meetings and _ its 
actions as could be given to the public has 
been published in the American Federationist. 
Owing to the time and expense attending ses- 
sions, there have not been as many held as de- 
sired, yet we have managed to dispose of the 
many matters referred to us, and trust that 
our doings will meet with your approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SAMUEL, GOMPERS, 


P. J. McGUIRE 

JAMES DUNCAN, 
JAMES O’CONNELL, 
MAHLON M. GARLAND, 
JOHN B. LENNON, 
AUG. McCRAITH, 


Executive Council. 

Referred to proper committee and errors in 
report of Secretary and Executive Council 
were corrected, 

Delegate Lown drew attention to a list of 
union barber shops and the president stated it 
would be well to post it prominently in the 
hall. 


Adjourned. 
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SECOND DAY—Morning Session. 


Tuesday, December 15, 1896. 

Called to order at 9:15, and roll call taken. 

Absent—Weismann, Yarnell, Leslie, White, 
H., Larger, Garland, Keefe, Ratchford, Valen- 
tine, Keough, Thomas, Johnson, J., Mahon, 
Evans, Howard, White, J., Sullivan, D. J., 
Pollard, White, Harvey L,., Rist, Findlay, 
Blair, Knecht, Noonan, Sloan, Plunkett, Sar- 
ginson, Burman, Rausch, Dorre, Beard, Svind- 
seth, Mulholland, Weil, Rauchfleisch. 


Moved by Delegate Kelly, that reading of 
minutes be dispensed with. Carried. 


The Committee on Rules of Order reported 
as follows: 

We, your Committee on Rules, beg leave. to 
submit for your consideration the following 
rules to govern this convention: 

Rule 1. The convention shall be called to 
order at 9 A. M., adjourn at 12:30 P. M., to 
reassemble at 2 P. M., and to continue in ses- 
sion until 5 o’clock P. 

Rule 2. Every delegate, when he rises to 
speak, shall respectfully address the chair. 
While speaking he shall confine himself to the 
question. 

Rule 3. Should two. or more members rise 
to speak at the same time, the chair shall de- 
cide who is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4. No delegate shall interrupt an- 
other in his remarks, unless it shall be to call 
him to order. 

Rule 5. If a delegate, while speaking, be 
called to order, he shall, at the request of the 
chair, take his seat until the question of order 
is determined, when, if permitted, he may pro- 
ceed again. 

Rule 6. A delegate shall not speak more 
than once on the same subject or question, 
until all who wish to speak have had an op- 
portunity, to do so, nor more than twice with- 
out permission from the house, nor any longer 
than five minutes at one time without permis- 
sion. 

Rule 7. A question shall not be subject to 
debate until it has been seconded and stated 
from the chair, and it shall be reduced to writ- 
ing at the request of any member. 

Rule 8. When a question is before the 
house, no motion shall be in order, except to 
adjourn, to refer, for the previous question, 
to. postpone indefinitely, to postpone for a cer- 
tain time, to divide or amend, which motions 
shall severally have precedence in the order 
herein named. 

Rule 9. <A motion to lay on table shall be 
put without debate. 

Rule 10. A motion for a reconsideration 
shall not be received unless made by a dele- 
gate who voted in the majority, and shall re- 
quire a majority vote. 

Rule 11. Any delegate who may not be 
present to answer his name at roll call shall 


be marked absent by the Secretary. But in 
the event of being unavoidably absent, shall 
have the privilege of reporting to the Secre- 
tary. 

Rule 12. The previous question can only be 
put when called for by at least ten delegates. 


Rule 13. All questions not herein provided 


for shall be decided according to Cushing’s 
Manual. 
Rule 14. That before a resolution is re- 


ceived by the chair and sent to the Committee 
on Resolutions it shall bear the signature of 
the delegate introducing it, with the title of 
his union. 

Rule 15. No motion or resolution shall be 
finally passed without opportunity to speak is 
afforded the person making or introducing the 
same. 

Rule 16. That no resolution be received 
after Thursday’s session without unanimous 
consent. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
- Roll call of officers and delegates. 
. Reading of minutes of previous session. 
. Report of Committee on Credentials. 
. Reports of officers. 
- Reports of regular committees. 
. Reports of special committees. 
. Unfinished business. 
. New business. 
. Election and installation of officers. 
10. Good of the Federation. 
11. Adjournment. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
CHAS. E. LOWN, Chairman, 
JOHN LL. McFADDEN, 
. OUAYLE, 
JAMES P. MARR, Secretary, 
SAM YARNELL,. 


The Credential Committee reported upon the 
credential of the delegate from the Tin, Sheet 
Iron and Cornice Workers that they had made 
investigation, found the organization was not 
now attached to the Federation, and that the 
matter should go to the Grievance Committee. 


© ON AUNSWH 


Delegate Kreyling moved to concur. 


The President stated the Committee on Cre- 
dentials should present a written request. So 
ordered. 


Delegate O'Sullivan then presented the fol- 
lowing: . 


Your Committee on Credentials having con- 
sidered a protest against the seating of a dele- 
gate from the Tin, Sheet Iron and Cornice 
Workers, the committee respectfully recom- 
mend that the matter be referred to the Griev- 
ance Committee. 

J. F. O’SULLIVAN, 


Delegate Kreyling moved report be received 
and recommendation concurred in. 


Chairman. 
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Delegate Elderkin asked if this matter had 
not already been considered in preceding con- 
ventions. 


The President stated the case had already 
been decided and charter revoked. 


Delegate Kreyling thought a settlement 
migh tbe reached if referred. 

Delegate Elderkin then suggested it be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council. 

Delegate Lennon was in favor of referring 
to Grievance Committee to afford a hearing; 
also Delegate Duffy, who opposed sending it 
to council owing to expense incurred and de- 
sired to see it settled by this convention. 

Upon vote, the matter was referred to 
Grievance Committee. 

Delegate O’Sullivan reported for the Cre- 
dential Committee upon the credential of W. 
C. Pomeroy, of the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes National Alliance, that they had not op- 
portunity to investigate and asked for further 
time. 

Delegate O’Donnell was opposed to furthe1 
delay, and would move to take the case from 
the Credential Committee and go into execu- 
tive session. 

Delegate O'Sullivan stated Mr. Pomeroy had 
met with an accident and was unable to ap- 
pear before the committee. 

Delegate Lennon moved, as a_ substitute, 
that the Credential Committee report on the 
case tomorrow morning with all information, 
as far as they can. 

Delegate O’Donnell was opposed to delay 
because it kept organization from representa- 
tion. 

Delegate Duffy said it would come up in 
convention any way, and he was opposed to 
referring. The Waiters ought to be given a 
chance to send another delegate if necessary. 

Delegate Clifford stated they had heard one 
side of the case, and, in all fairness, they 
should hear the other. 

Upon vote being taken the substitute was 
adopted. 

Committee on President and Secretary’s Re- 
port was called for. No response. 

Delegate O'Sullivan, for the Credential 
Committee, recommended the seating of Harry 
Mason as from the Retail Clerks. 
Adopted. 

Reports were called for from the various 
committees, but none were rendered. 

Delegate Walsh, of the Lathe Operators, 
stated he had a matter he would like to refer 
to the Grievance Committee. 


delegate 
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Delegate O’Connell moved that resolutions 
and other matters be presented to Secretary 
to be referred to respective committees. Car- 
ried. 

Delegate O’Connell stated he was selected to 
look after organizations of the Bicycle Work- 
ers, and asked to meet them in the ante-room 
to consider advisability of forming a national 
union. 


The Butchers also were instructed to do the 


same. 
fhe Auditing Committee reported as_ fol- 
lows: 

Cincinnati, O., December 12, 1896. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Sixteenth 
Annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

We, your committee appointed to audit the 
accounts of the Secretary and Treasurer for 
the twelve months ending November 1, 1896, 
beg leave to submit the following report: 

We have carefully and thoroughly exam- 
ined the books, vouchers, etc., and find the 
same correct. 

Following is an account of the receipts and 
expenditures: 





Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1895..... $ 3,331 12 
Receipts during the year........... 16,290 18 
‘ BION si saa esau: FOC wv NSCOR $19,621 30 
Expenses for the year............. 15,452 95 





Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1896..$ 4,168 35 

Of this amount the Treasurer holds the sum 

of $3,168.35, deposited in the Third National 

Bank, of Bloomington, Ill., and the balance, 

$1,000, is in the hands of the Secretary, de- 

posited in Fletcher’s Bank, of Indianapolis, 
Ind. Fraternally submitted, 


wr ee ts +kew 
wy ACEY, 
JOHN PHILLIPS, 
Auditing Committee. 


Delegate Cullinane moved to accept and 
place on file. 
Delegate Kenehan moved that report be 


received and spread on the minutes. Carried. 


Delegate Phillips stated that he had been 
unable to get a meeting of the Committee on 
Labels and Boycotts, and asked the members 
to meet in ante-room. 

Delegate Fitzgerald stated he had a matter 
to refer to Grievance Committee, and Delegate 
Mahon asked that said committee meet in ante- 
room. 

Delegate Johnson asked that Committee on 
Secretary’s Report meet in ante-room. 

The Engineers were requested to meet in 
ante-room for purpose of considering advisa- 
bility of forming a national union. 

Moved that a recess be taken until 2 P. M. 
for purpose of allowing committees to assem- 
ble. Carried. 

Adjourned at 10 o’clock. 
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SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Called to order at 2:10, First Vice-President 
McGuire in the chair. 
How- 
Hed- 


Absent—Yarnell, Gompers, Schmalz, 
ard, White, J., White, H. L., 
derich, Knecht, Rauchfleisch, Kelly, P. 


Silver, 


Delegate Rist stated it would be necessary 
to adjourn at 5 P. M., arrangements having 
been made for another meeting at that hour. 
regular hour set 


It was stated that was the 


for adjournment. 
Delegate Rist extended an invitation to the 
present in the evening at a 
Cincinnati Central Labor 
’s Hall, after which a re- 


delegates to be 
meeting of the 
Council in Workmen 
ception would be given. 

Delegate Ward moved to accept. Carried. 

Delegate O’Sullivan movea to go Into execu- 
tive session on the of the Committee 
on Credentials. 


report 


Delegate Warner objected. Statements ‘had 
been made broadcast that the Federation was 
a party to the transaction about to be con- 
sidered. 

Delegate Ashe asked if the executive session 
would interfere with discussing other portions 
of the report, and the chair replied in the neg- 
ative. 

The motion to go into executive session was 
defeated. 

Delegate O’Sullivan stated he would make 
a written report in a short time. 


The following was presented: 


Cincinnagi, O., December 15, 1896. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Sixteenth 

Annual Convention of the American Federa- 

tion of Labor: 

Your Committee on Secretary’s and Treas- 
urer’s Reports begs leave to submit the fol- 
lowing result of its deliberations: 

We find the Secretary’s Report to be a clear, 
explicit, and comprehensive statement of the 
affairs of his office. 

Many of the features of the Secretary’s Re- 
port have already been before the convention, 
and were referred to various committees. It is 
therefore unnecessary for your committee to 
make any further reference to them. 

The statement covering strikes, lockouts, and 
boycotts is worthy of special commendation, 
and we recommend that statistics of this na- 
ture be gathered and submitted to all succeed- 
ing conventions, and believe that the officials 
of all affiliated bodies should co-operate with 


the Executive Council in making said statistics 


as accurate and valuable as possible. 


Having examined the report of the Treas- 
urer, we find it to be in keeping with the re- 
port of the Auditing Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 

LEK JOHNSON, Chairman, 
M. J. KEOUGH, 

J. H. SULLIVAN, 
THOMAS I. KIDD, 

Moved by Delegate Town 
with 


to adopt 
Carried. 


report 
recommendations. 

Delegate McFadden, 
national Union, stated 
the following telegram: 


of the Coopers Inter- 
that he had received 


Milwaukee, December 15, 1896. 
John L,. McFadden, Secretary Coopers Union: 
Yes, will sign contract for use of stamp 
and pay union scale of wages. 
(Signed.) 
JOS. SCHLITZ BREWING CO. 


Ordered spread upon the minutes. 


White offered a resolution on the 
Tobacco Co. Referred. 


Delegate 
American 

Delegate Ward asked that Coopers Union be 
allowed to withdraw grievance against Schlitz 
Brewing Co. Carried. 

Delegate Prescott moved that committees be 
allowed to retire and proceed to work in order 
to expedite business, and Secretary be in- 
structed to call them in when vote is being 
taken on any matter. 
Delegate Morrison moved that this motion 
do not go into effect until report on Commit- 
tee on Credentials had been considered. 


Phillips opposed the 
original motion, as members coutd not vote in- 


Delegates Tobin and 
telligently unless present at discussion. 

Delegate Prescott said a statement could be 
made to the delegates. 

Delegate Myers asked if explanation would 
not cause more time than would be gained. 

Delegates White and Kreyling opposed both 
motions. 

Delegate Mahon moved as a substitute that 
of retirement be left optional with 
committees, and Delegate Prescott replied that 
that was what he desired. 


question 


Delegate Weismann moved to lay entire mat- 
ter on the table. Carried. 


Delegate O’Donnell stated an invitation had 
been received to attend a ball of the Iron Mold- 
ers Local Union, but it bore no label. 


Delegate Black stated the invitation was 
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printed by one of the best union offices in the 
city, but that the Federation had circulated a 
report yesterday without the label, thereby set- 
ting the example. He presumed the label was 
omitted for artistic reasons. 


Delegate Prescott said the label would add 


to the beauty of the job. 

The Credential Committeee reported as fol- 
ows: 

Mr. President and Delegates: 

Your committee having fully gone over the 
sharges appended to the protest against Wm. 
Cc. Pomeroy, of Chicago, by the Illinois State 
Federation, beg leave to report as follows: 

To the charge of having defrauded the Fed. 
sration of Illinois by appropriating moneys al- 
leged to have been accrued through the publi- 
zation of a souvenir’ not issued in accordance 
with contract, Mr. Pomeroy states that, owing 
to certain indebtedness on the part of the joint 
labor bodies of Chicago, he was attached for 
$700, thus preventing further collections and 
the meeting of his obligations to the State 
Federation. He further states that as soon 
as the attachment is removed the claim against 
him will be met. 

In regard to having issued a political docu- 
ment, as general organizer, in the late cam 
paign, he also pleads guilty, but affirms that 
owing to misleading reports in the press of 
certain things about to be said and be done by 
a gentleman in charge of the labor side of one 
of the political parties threatening to asperse 
those’ on the other side, he felt justified in is- 
suing the document signed by him. 

Mr. Pomeroy further states that his com- 
mission as general organizer was not revoked, 
but voluntarily surrendered by himself, in view 
of the difficulty of harmonizing the contro- 
versy. 

Your committee would recommend that the 
American Federation of Labor is the proper 
tribunal to probe the matter. 

JOHN F. O’SULLIVAN, 
GEO. H. WARNER, Secretary, 
EDWARD O’DONNELL, 

P. E. DUFFY. 


Delegate Morrison moved that the creden- 
tial of W. S. Pomeroy be rejected. 

The chair asked what was to be done with 
report. 

Delegate Kreyling moved that report of com- 
mittee be received and credential rejected. 


Delegate Christopherson moved that charges 
against Mr. Pomeroy be read. Carried. 

Delegate O’Donnell said Mr. Pomeroy had 
rebutted some of the statements by saying the 
attachment prevented him from paying indebt- 
edness; he was desirous of giving him a fair 
hearing, but he, after due investigation, was 
not in favor of continuing his connection with 
the labor movement. 


Delegate Ewing asked if the Credential 
Committee’s report was not laid over until the 
following morning’s session. 
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The chair stated there was no other business 
pending. 

Delegate Kenehan was in favor of waiting 
until Mr. Pomeroy was present. 


It was asked if it was in order to reconsider 
the motion to lay over the report of the com- 
mittee and the chair replied nothing was in 
order but the reading of the charges, where- 
upon Delegate Warner read the following: 

Office of President 
Illinois State Federation of Labor. 
Springfield, Ill., December 8, 1896. 


To the Sixteenth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, Greeting: 
Gentlemen:—At the Fourteenth Annual 

Convention of the Illinois State Federation of 

Labor, held in the city of East St. Louis, Illi- 

nois, November 17 to 20, 1896, the following 

report, presented by the Finance Committee, 
was unanimously adopted: 

“We find a balance due the State Federa- 
tion from W. C. Pomeroy of $388 for Labor 
Gazette privilege, and would recommend that 
the Secretary-Treasurer be instructed to make 
a demand on him for the same, and give him 
until December 5, 1896, to comply; if such 
request is not complied with, the delegates 
to the State Federation request the delegates 
to the American Federation of Labor to deny 
him a seat in that body December 14, 1896.” 

In accordance with these instructions, Wal- 
ter S. Bush, secretary-treasurer of the Illinois 
State Federation of Labor, in writing, by reg- 
istered letter (copies of which are on file in 
his office), demanded the payment of said sum 
so due the Illinois State Federation of Labor 
from W. C. Pomeroy, and he hereby affirms 
that to such letters no reply has been received 
up to this date. 

Now, then, for the reasons above set forth 
by instructions of the Illinois State Federation 
of Labor, and as its properly constituted offi- 
cers, we hereby request the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to refuse W. C. Pomeroy ad- 
mission to its conventions while this indebted- 
ness remains a charge against him in the IIli- 
nois State Branch of your body. 

Fraternally submitted, 
CHARLES J. RIEFLER, President. 
WALTER §$. BUSH, Sec.-Treas. 

(Seal. ) 


An affidavit from President Riefler and copy 
of Labor Gazette contract were also read. 

The second charge was based upon a _ politi- 
cal circular signed by Mr. Pomeroy, and oth- 
ers, as general organizer of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Delegate Warner said Mr. Pomeroy admit- 
ted his signature, but had tendered his resig- 
nation, about November 10. The circular was 
issued to counteract a statement that one of 
the presidents of the Federation was about to 
take the stump. 

Delegate Morrison asked when commission 
was revoked, and was informed at the last 
meeting of the Executive Council. 
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Delegate Weismann opposed the motion. He 
thought we were going outside our proper 
jurisdiction, practically usurping judicial func- 
tions to enforce a contract with the Illinois 
State Federation. Upon the political feature 
he would not question any man’s politics. He 
would not accept the statements unless the 
proof was given that Pomeroy was actually in 
the pay of Mark Hanna. We were antagoniz- 
ing our past position when we plumply re- 
jected a delegate’s credentials because of his 
political faith. He would stand for the man 
who exercised his political freedom. 

Delegate Morrison stated the last speaker 
had claimed it was a political fight, which was 
not the intention— 

Delegate John White desired to raise a 
point of order, because it had been decided to 
lay the matter Ruled out. He would 
appeal from the decision. 


over. 


The chair stated Delegate White had raised 
no objection previously on this feature. 
claimed 
wrong, yet his 


Delegate Morrison stated it was 
Pomeroy had committed no 
commission was revoked by the Executive 
Council. He had placed his signature as gen- 
eral organizer upon a document for a purpose, 
either for the predominance of a_ political 
party or for a price. He would not deny his 
right to enter politics, but did object to his 
doing so as an organizer. ‘The organizations 
of Chicago withdrew from the central body 
because of Pomeroy. A new organization was 
instituted, and the printers said they would 
not go in if Pomeroy was admitted, and hence 
a rule had been adopted to keep him out. 

It was alleged that Pomeroy ran the Federa- 
tion, but he did not believe it. If this con- 
vention stood by its Executive Council they 
would have the strongest central body in Chi- 
cago in the country except one. 

Delegate O’Donnell believed that he was 
guilty. He did not desire to deprive him of 
his political rights, but he knew that he had 
received money from Mark Hanna, not for his 
name, but for that of general organizer. He 
did not care who it was, president, secretary, 
or sergeant-at-arms, we should censure him. 
We should tolerate no man who pulls us into 
the mire of politics. 

Delegate Lennon said !t was a question of 
common decency, a moral question of trade- 
unionism. Shall the trade-union be respected, 
or shall it be recognized as a machine? He 
who does this has no right to a seat in this 
convention. 


Delegate Weismann raised the point that the 
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whole matter, so far as it related to politics, 
was out of order. 

The Chair ruled the point not well taken. 
Mr. Weismann had already discussed it. 

Delegate Weismann read the section of the 
constitution relating to politics, and asked for 
information. 

The chair answered it was in 
Delegate Weismann had 
cient to discuss it himself. 


order, and 
considered it suffi- 

Delegate Ashe said he certainly could not 
question a delegate’s seat because of his poli- 
tics, but another question Could the 
Federation afford to carry upon its back some- 
dragging it into the 
What is a deliberative body 
if it has not the power to draw a line on the 
question involved? 


arose: 


thing which was down 


mire of disgrace? 


Delegate O'Connell alluded to the name of 
James A. O’Connell, attached to the political 
circular in question. He was compelled to 
write possibly five hundred letters saying he 
was not the fellow, and also had published an 
editorial in their journal. Only yesterday he 
floor and told of this 
O’Connell being introduced as the third Vice- 
President of the Federation. 


was accosted on the 


Delegate Lloyd interrupted to ask if this 


O’Connell in question had so represented. 

Delegate De Long substantiated the state- 
ment. He had heard James A. O'Connell say 
so in the Trades Assembly Hall of Chicago. 

Delegate O’Connell said it was plain to be 
seen by this document that a lie was attempted 
in the name of the Federation. He was not 
there to question a member’s political rights, 
but he did hold that no man had a right 
politically to represent himself to be an offi- 
cer of the Federation according to our con- 
stitution, to his name to any political 
document. This particular document had cost 
them several local unions on account of a mis- 
name of O’Connell. 


sign 


apprehension in the 
Delegate Clifford raised the point that only 
one of the charges had been read. 
The chair stated the secretary of committee 
could read the political document, and asked 
if it really was a charge. 


Delegate Warner replied affirmatively, and 
repeated the statement of his co-delegate, 
O’Connell, that some of their unions had been 
lost through it. 

The chair stated it was hardly necessary to 
read it. It was lengthy. It was suggested 
that the document be given to Delegate Clif- 
ford to read. 
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Delegate Woodbury stated that an attempt 
had been made in the first part of the discus- 
sion to play upon the feelings. He would deny 
the charge that he would question any man’s 
politics. They knew nothing of the attach- 
ment; it cuts no figure. The contract was 
violated. The number of copies had not been 
supplied; financial obligations had not been 
discharged. They charged Pomeroy with us- 
ing the name of the Federation and his _ posi- 
tion for political purposes. 

Delegate Rausch asked why his commission 
was revoked? 

The chair replied that the commissions of 
all organizers who had taken part in politics 
had been revoked. 

Delegate Kidd said it was not a fight against 
Pomeroy, but for purification. 

Delegate Kreyling said he believed such 
action was necessary to purify the movement. 
Pomeroy had used his position to benefit a po- 
litical party. He signed a document that mis- 


conceived. He hoped the motion would pre- 
vail. 
Delegate Duncan stated it was said the 


Pomeroy not in his own 
He had listened care- 
not heard a 


given 
name but as organizer. 
fully, but up to this time had 


boodle was 


word said against his organization which 
seemed to be overlooked. He was awaiting to 
hear this feature of the situation discussed. 


Had these charges been preferred with his 
own organization we might not have had him 
as a delegate. He could not see upon what 
constitutional grounds we could take such a 
stand. He would therefore move to amend— 
That the report of the Credential Committee 
be received, the credential of the National 
Hotel and Restaurant Employes issued to W. 
C. Pomeroy be approved and that the whole 
subject of charges preferred here against W. 
C. Pomeroy be referred to the National Hotel 
and Restaurant Employes Alliance for action. 


Delegate Ashe asked if Delegate Duncan de- 
nied the right of the convention to question 
the seat of a delegate, and Delegate Duncan 
replied that he did not if the delegate had vio- 
lated any law of the Federation. 

Delegate Warren seconded the amendment. 

Delegate De Long thought the circular ought 
to be read. He had heard James A. O’Connell 
state that it was indorsed by the Trades As- 
sembly of Chicago. He moved the document 
be read. T,ost. 

Delegate White called for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Delegate Warner aised the point that the 
amendment was a negative motion. 





[1896 


The chair replied that it was negative in one 
particular, but makes a proviso in another. It 
was perfectly in order. 

The Secretary read amendment of Delegate 
Duncan. 

Delegate Lloyd said Delgate Weismann had 
dragged in a question not creditable to his hon- 
esty or intelligence. He (IJoyd) was a labor 
politician. He would vote and work with the 
party which the class from which 
he sprung, but this question was raised to drag 
a herring across the track. A number of hon- 
est people were ready to support our movement 
when we could purge it of the dishonest. 


protected 


Delegate Ewing would like to ask if Pome- 
roy was going to be allowed an opportunity to 
be heard on the floor of this convention. 

The chair could not answer. 


It appeared to Delegate Ewing it was the 
duty of the organization that selects the dele- 
gate to pass upon the charges. 

Delegate Weismann said that Delegate Lloyd 
was very active in the interest of a certain 
political party. 

The chair objected to personalites. 


Delegate Weismann replied that the chair 
had not questioned I,loyd’s personalities. He 
cited the constitutional section on politics. We 
opening the gates of political partisan- 
ship, which we had shut in our previous con- 
ventions in Chicago, Denver, and New York. 
Ile had no use for Pomeroy’s particular kind 
of politics. Politics getierally was a dirty 
game. He heartily disapproved of the circular, 
but we had no right to reject the credentials 
of an organization in good standing, entitled 
to a seat. 


were 


Delegate O'Sullivan saw a danger in the 

We were accepting the tax, 
representation. Pomeroy was 
the choice of his organization. He was in 
sympathy with the political antag- 
onized by Pomeroy, and he would say that if 
Pomeroy had been with the other party the 
matter would not have been brought in. 


original motion. 
but not giving 


movement 


Delegate Woodbury raised the point that the 
speaker was not in a position to say how they 
would act. 


The chair ruled the point not well taken. 


Delegate O'Sullivan said the Waiters had 
selected Pomeroy, and we had no right to go 
back upon his credential. He would enter an 
earnest protest against such action. 

Askew denied the imputation of 
He was opposed to the 


Delegate 


the preceding speaker. 
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using of labor positions for political purposes. 
We had a right to refuse the credentials of 
those who had treated the movement with con- 
tempt. We should chase from our ranks men 
who are using them for their own aggrandize- 
ment. 

Delegate McNeill said he stood upon the 
law, the tradition and the practice of experi- 
enced trade-unionists when he spoke of rejec- 
tion of the credential. It is our right to take 
this stand in order to purge the movement of 
such practices. The action of the convention 
in endorsing the free coinage of silver gave 
him the right—or even an officer—to advocate 
it as a labor question pure and simpl-. He 
knew that ke had attempted to organize a 
rival wood-workers union; that action in itself 
was enough to condemn him. He hoped action 
would be taken. 

Delegate Phillips said he knew nothing about 
Pomeroy, had never met him before, and would 
not know him if he came into the hall. He 
had great respect for Mr. Weismann with 
whom he had worked in the political field to 
down an enemy of labor; but his constitutional 
point was not good. The signature to the 
document was a capital offense. He had used 
the name of the Federation. He would not op- 
pose a man for his political opinion, he was 
opposed to politics in trade-unions. He would 
vote on the strength of the document. The 
signature was a crime. 

Delegate Tomsen stated he was in favor of 
rejecting the credential. 

Delegate Yarnell thought discussion was 
complete, and moved the previous question. 

Delegate Fahey arose to a question of priv- 
ilege upon the statement of a delegate that 
Pomeroy had stated Nashville Central 
would furnish a credential to Pomeroy if his 
own organization did not. He desired it un- 
derstood that their central body was carried 
along on strict trade-union principles, free 
from politics. The reason that Pomeroy was 
invited to address them was because his name 
was upon a list furnished by the Federation’s 
officers a year ago last Labor Day. 

The previous question was adopted and roll 
call ordered, which resulted as follows upon 
the amendment: 

— Weismann, Tobin, Duncan, Prescott, 


For 
O'Sullivan, Rist, Knecht, Donnelly, Ewing, 
Dorre—197. 

Against.—Sidener, Lown, Murray, Bechtold, 
Schlecht, Johnson, Quayle, Lloyd, McGuire, 
Yarnell, Leslie, Luce, Gompers, Tracey, Der- 
nell, Whitaker, Mason, McFadden, Kelly, J. ’ 

W hite, H., Larger, Marr, Kenehan, Barrett, Phil. 


Body © 
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lips, Garland, Keefe, O’Connell, Ashe, Warner, 
Cowell, Askew, Boyce, Clifford, Black, Valen- 
tine, Keough, Sullivan, J. H., Elliott, Thomas, 
Johnson, J., Mahon, Furuseth, Elderkin, Evans, 
Lennon, Christopherson, White, J., Hirsh, Sul- 
livan, LD). J., Morrison, Pollard, Kidd, Wood- 
bury, Fitzgerald, O’Donnell Silver, Findlay, 
Warde, Blair, Hedderich, Duffy, Cullinane, 
Noonan, Kreyling, Rudd, Shyrock, Henry, 
Hart, Beyer, Schwartz, Call, Murphy, Woods 
Sloan, Plunkett, Frietsch, Sarginson, Burman 
Rausch, Smales, Tomsen, De Long, McNeill, 
Daggett, Fahey, Rudd, Beard, Svindseth, Mul- 
holland, Crook, Hogan, O’Malley, Timilty, 
Weil—2037. 

Moved by Kreyling that we stay in session 
until vote is taken upon original motion. Car- 


ried. Upon the vote being taken it resulted 
as follows: 

For—-Sidener, Lown, Murray,  Bechtold, 
Johnson, Quayle, Lloyd, McGuire, Yarnell, 


Leslie, Luce, Gompers, 
aker, Mason, McFadden, 
H., Larger, Marr, 
Keefe ©’Connell, 
Askew, Boyce, Clifford, 
ough, Sullivan, J. H., Elliott, Thomas, John- 
son, J., Mahon, Furuseth, Elderkin, Evans, 
Lennon, Christopherson, White J., irsh, 
Sullivan, D. J., Morrison, Pollard, Kidd, 
Woodbury, Fitzgerald, O’ Donnell, Silver, 
Findlay, Warde, Blair, Hedderich, Cullinane, 
Noonan, Kreyling, Rudd, Shyrock, Henry, 
Hart, Beyer, Schwartz, Call, Murphy, Woods, 
Sloan, Plunkett, Frietsch, Sarginson, Burman, 
Rausch, Smales, Tomsen, De Long, McNeill, 
Daggett, Fahey, Rudd, W. G., Beard, Svind- 
seth, Mulholland, Crook, Hogan, O'Malley 
Timilty, Weil—1976. ; 

Against—Weismann, 
cott, O’Sullivan, Rist, 
ing, Dorre—196. 


Tracey, Dernell, Whit- 

Kelly, J. T., White, 
Barrett, Phillips, Garland, 
Warner, Cowell, 
Black, Valentine, Ke- 


Tobin, 


r Kenehan, Pres- 
Knecht, 


Donnelly, Ew- 
While the vote was being taken some of the 
delegates took occasion to explain their votes. 

Delegate 
ference 


lobin said he thought it an inter- 
with trade autonomy. 

Delegate Murray 
personal character. 


said he objected to his 


Delegate Penna thought the 
charges were not proven, but, 


personal charges, 


general 
because of the 
he declined to vote. 

Delegate Prescott 
proven; the 


thought the 
discussion 


charges not 
turned on_ personal 
character and no chance for defense was of- 
fered. 

The chair 
every 


stated Mr. Pomeroy was given 
opportunity to testify. 

Delegate 
character. 


Timilty objected to Pomeroy’s 

Delegate Prescott, after further explanation, 
desired to change his vote, but the chair de- 
nied him the privileges as the result had been 
declared. 


Adjourned 5:30 o'clock. 
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THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 


1896. 
Called to order at 9:10, President Gompers 
in the chair. 


Roll call ordered. 


Absent—Weismann, Bechtold, Schlect, Mc- 
Guire, Yarnell, Leslie, Luce, White, H., Lar- 
ger, Garland, ‘O'Connell, Penna, Boyce, Clif- 
ford, Keough, Schmalz, Sullivan, J. H., How- 
ard, Hirsh, Kidd, Woodbury, White, i. 
Findlay, Duffy, Knecht, Shyrock, Hart, Call, 
Murphy, Frietsch, Ewing, Svindseth, Timilty, 
Rauchfleisch, Kelly, P. 


Moved that delegates engaged in committee 
work be excused. 


Wednesday, December 16, 


Moved by Delegate Lennon to dispense with 
reading of minutes. Carried. 

For the Committee on Labels and Boycotts, 
Delegate Tobin reported favorably upon the 
following: 

By Cigar Makers delegation: 

WHEREAS, In order to better acquaint the 
public with the different union labels, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of the A. F. of I. be instructed to have card 
board or enameled tin signs made with the dif- 
ferent union labels of unions affiliated with the 
A. F, of L., and distributed pro rata among 
the different unions for advertising the same. 


Adopted. 

Delegate Mahon reported the Committee on 
Grievances was in session last evening but 
parties concerned failed to appear. 

President Gompers stated an invitation had 
been extended to the railway brotherhoods to 
be present by representative at this convention 
for the purpose of explaining to the delegates 
the railway arbitration bill, now pending in 
Congress. 

Grand Chief Clark, of the Brotherhood of 
kailway Trainmen, had responded and it 
would be well to select an hour to receive him. 

Moved by Delegate Lennon he be heard at 
10:30. Carried. 

The President stated a telegram had been 
sent to the secretary of the Hotel and Res- 
taurant Employes National Alliance, notifying 
them of the rejection of their delegate and 
that the convention was awaiting their alter- 
nate. 

Delegate Warner moved that the president 
also be notified by wire in similar manner. 
Carried. 


The following telegram was sent: 


. goods. 
‘the past year, but this union of canvassers had 


Cincinnati, December 16, 1896. 
Frank Albers, President Hotel and Restaurant 

Employes National Alliance: 

Pomeroy unseated on account of indebted- 
ness to Illinois State Branch and for using 
name of Federation in politics. The conven- 
tion awaits your alternate 

AUG. McCRAITH, Secretary. 

Bs 

An invitation was received from the Cham- 
ber of Commerce to visit its session. 

Moved by Delegate Cullinane that invitation 
be accepted and delegates visit in a body on 
adjournment at 12 o’clock the day following. 
Carried. 

A similar invitation was received from the 
Christian Moerlein Brewing Co. Accepted. 

Delegate De Long asked if the help in the 
brewery The chair did not 
know; it was so stated by the delegate from 
the brewers union. 


were union men. 


De Long replied that he under- 
stood the engineer was not. The chair replied 
that he had lost his opportunity to object: 


Delegate 


The Committee on Grievances reported: 

ty Delegate Sidener: 

RESOLVED, That it be the sense of the 
sixteenth annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor that the acceptance of per 
capita tax from a local union when a national 
of that craft is in existence-and affiliated under 
the American Federation of Labor, and that 
the receiving of per capita tax from the Can- 
vassers Protective Association No. 5991, when 
they should be affiliated under the American 
Agents Association (International), is con- 
trary to Sec. 2, Art. II, and Sec. 3, Art. IX 
of the constitution of the American Federation 
of Labor; and that the Executive Board is 
hereby instructed to enforce the constitution 
in the matter and officially inform the Central 
Labor Union of Cincinnati, O. 

The committee recommend that the request 
of the American Agents Association be granted. 

Delegate Sidener spoke in favor of the reso- 
lution, stating that they had adopted a law 
that no union agent could handle boycotted 
They had organized twenty-six locals 


done its best to defeat them. 


Delegate Iennon moved to amend that the 
recommendation of the committee become op- 
erative on March 15 next, if the matter is not 
adjusted sooner. 


Delegate Rist said the Canvassers Union was 
affiliated with the Federation before the Agents 
were; they had nothing in common with | the 
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Agents; they had proven themselves active 
workers in the central council, and he would 
favor the amendment. 


Delegate Askew moved to refer back to 
Grievance Committee, to hear from the Can- 
vassers. Seconded by Delegate Sidener. 


Delegate Mahon complained of lack of at- 
tendance of defendants. 


Delegate Sidener said he would be glad to 
meet the Canvassers. He had been unable to 
do this so far. Referred. 


The committee further reported: 


By Lathe Operators Union No. 6625: 


We have a member in our union, who is 
also a member of the International Associa- 
tion of Machinists. He requested a_ with- 
drawal card from our body, with no definite 
reasons, and we therefore refused to grant 
him a card. 

He is working at our branch of business, and 
it is our opinion that it would not be more 
than right and just for him to uphold our or- 
ganization. 

We have no objection against any man be- 
longing to the Machinists Union working at 
our trade or branch of business; all we request 
is full jurisdiction over all the lathe operators 
of the city of Toledo. 

We had a strike here last summer and it 
was necessary to assess all members in order 
to pay all expenses, and this very man was 
the one to make this motion of assessing the 
members. He has since refused to pay a cent 
of this assessment, and has not been at any 
of our meetings for some time past. 

He also said that he got orders from the 
headquarters of the International Association 
of Machinists not to attend the meetings of 
our body. 

He is now in arrears over $20 for dues, fines, 
and assessments, and refuses to pay one cent; 
and is considered a member in good standing 
in the International Association of Machin- 
ists. 

We request the American Federation of La- 
bor to grant us our just dues which our char- 
ter on the wall claims. 

The committee recommend that the member 
pay the $20 to the Lathe Operators Union, 
and the Lathe Operators Union have full 
charge over the* lathe operators as long as 
— have a charter covering that branch of 
trade. 


Delegate Ashe moved to non-concur. The 
lathe operators ought to be in the machinists 
union. The matter should be referred to the 
Committee on Organization. 

Delegate Mahon said that so long as that 
charter exists the lathe operators ought to be- 
long to that union. 

Delegate Lennon was opposed to taking ac- 
tion. It had no place in the convention. These 
questions should be settled by the unions con- 
cerned. 

Delegate Kenehan said that Delegate O’Con- 
nell had said the $20 should be paid. 
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The Secretary stated the matter had been 
before the officers of the Federation, who re- 
ferred it to the Central Body of Toledo, and 
now it was referred to the convention and de- 
cision should be rendered. 


Delegate Warner contended that all men who 
operate lathes on metal are machinists pure 
and simple, and as such should be under the 
jurisdiction of the I. A. of M., and the A. F. 
of L. should see that they are protected in 
preserving their autonomy. 

After further discussion of a similar nature 
it was moved by Delegate Valentine that the 
subject matter be referred to the representa- 
tives of both organizations, believing they 
could adjust it and report later on. Carried. 

Two communications were presented by 
Delegate Thomas, from the United Labor 
league of Western Pennsylvania, upon mat- 
ters relating to the painters and brewers un- 
ions. The Grievance Committee recommended 
that as the United Labor League was not affil- 
iated with the Federation no action be taken. 
Adopted. 

Delegate Kenehan moved that names and re- 
marks be stricken out of proceedings. 

The chair stated that delegate could not take 
advantage when making such a report to make 
such a motion. 

The committee continued: 

By Engineers Union No. 6690, of St. Louis: 

A decision of April 24, 1895, of our Execu- 
tive Council requires that the then Marine 
and Stationary Engineers No. 5622, charter 
should be changed to read Engineers Protect- 
ive Union No. 5622, and that their members 
who wish to work in stationary plants should 
join the Stationary Engineers Union. This 
has never been complied with, and we request 
the convention to take such steps as may be 
deemed wise and just to see that every deci- 
sion of the board be complied with in the fu- 
ture. 

The committee 
quest be granted. 


recommended that the re- 
Adopted. 


The committee further reported: 


Your committee after hearing the evidence 
of the several grievances alleged against the 
Brewery Workers National Union would rec- 
ommend that the National Brewers Union live 
up to the agreements by and_ between the 
Coopers and the Brewers Union. 

In regard to the grievances between several 
local and the National Brewery Workers Un- 
ion, in regard to the Brewers Union not living 
up to the agreement according to action passed 
at the New York Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, we would recommend 
that all locals which have not complied with 
the requirements of the decision of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor be given until the first 
of January, 1897, to carry out their part of the 
agreement; and we would recommend that after 
the first of January, 1897, all locals under the 
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jurisdiction of the Brewers National Union 
must surrender their Knights of Labor charter, 
and failing to do this the officers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor shall notify their 
organizers to reorganize the locals under the 


American Federation of Labor and connect 
them to the Brewers National Union. 
T. J. ELDERKIN, 
JESSE JOHNSON, 
ED. BOYCE, 
W. D. MAHON, 
ROADY KENEHAN. 
Delegate Johnson moved to concur. 
Delegate Bechtold believed that coopers, 


also, should be compelled to live up to agree- 
ment. 

Delegate Mahon raised the point that there 
was no grievance against coopers by brewers. 
Out of order. 
said he knew nothing 
against coopers; it was rather 


Delegate McFadden 
of complaint 
late. 

Delegate Fitzgerald said they had consider- 
able trouble with the brewery unions in New 
York. 
to settle it. The Knights of Labor locals, and 
mixed assemblies with no affiliation, were us- 
ing the label. 

The President stated the Brewery Workers 
National given until December 
1 to sever connection with the Knights of La- 
bor, and he had been officially informed by the 
national secretaries that the decision had. been 
complied with. 


The state branch had done all possible 


Union were 


Delegate Fitzgerald dealt at length with the 
situation in New York State, Delegate 
Cullinane raised the point that it was time to 
hear from the representative of the railway 
brotherhoods. 


when 


President then introduced Mr. 
Clark, who read a paper upon the railway ar- 
bitration bill, now pending in Congress, after 
which the delegates plied numerous questions 
as to the possible workings of the proposed 
law. 


Gompers 


Mr. Clark stated that some such plan was 
necessary, as they could not forcibly obstruct 
operation of railways in case of trouble, with- 
out conflicting with the public. The railway 
organizations had given it unanimous indorse- 
ment. There was nothing compulsory about 
it, as the word ‘“‘may” was emphasized when it 
came to a question of arbitration. At the 
request of the seamen, they had been omitted 
from its jurisdiction, and every effort had 
been made to remove objectionable features. 


In closing, Mr. Clark said he was the hon- 
ored bearer of the kindliest feelings from the 
railway brotherhoods to the delegates. While 
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not affiliated they firmly endorsed the trade- 
union principle, and that of federation, as ex- 
pressed by the American Federation of Labor. 
It ‘was a principle that would be found lasting 
and growing, and would eventually, and within 
a reasonable time, become universal. He de- 
sired to see all organizations affiliated, stand- 
ing individually and collectively for that which 
was right. 


Delegate Ashe asked, if the law was good on 
land, why not on water, and Mr. Clark re- 
plied that the seamen had been left out at 


their own request. 

Delegate Ashe thought that under the bill 
a man could not employment without 
thirty days’ notice, but the employer could dis- 
charge without notice. 


leave 


Mr. Clark said it was not so, and read from 
the bill, showing that thirty days’ written no- 
tice must be given before discharge, which 
must be for just cause. 

Delegate Ashe replied that under the ineffi- 
ciency clause men could be discharged upon 
slight pretext, to which Mr. Clark said they 
had no protection from this today. 

Delegate Henry White asked if men should 
quit individually or collectively what was the 
punishment prescribed? 

Mr. Clark said he did not see that there 
was any. If any number was unwilling to 
work they could quit. 

Delegate White asked if roads refused to 
arbitrate, what ‘then, and-Mr. Clark replied 
they would be in the same fix as now. 

Delegate White said then there was nothing 
bill to bring about arbitration. Mr. 
Clark thought there was. Either party had to 
propose arbitration, to which Mr. White re- 
plied we had state arbitration boards now. Mr. 
Clark answered the present state boards were 
political machines—a standing’ board appointed 
by the governor. Under the bill, a board 
would be instituted for the occasion. 

Delegate Mahon asked if the street car men 
would not be included, and received answer, 
not unless cars ran into another state, which 
would make the line interstate. 

Delegate Mahon asked who determined the 
guilt of any employe. Mr. Clark answered, in 
case of discharge for inefficiency, the organi- 
zation would take it up, and apply to court if 
necessary. 

Delegate Ashe alluded to the decision of 
Judges Ricks and Taft, which compelled men 
to work, to which Mr. Clark answered these 
decisions did not apply to working, but to 
boycotting. 


in the 
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Delegate Valentine asked if employes of 
railway shops would not come under the law, 
such as molders, machinists and pattern mak- 
ers, to which affirmative reply was made by 
Mr. Clark. 

Delegate Valentine asked if both sides failed 


to agree upon an arbitration, who would select. 


Mr. Clark replied the Interstate Commerce 
Commission or Bureau of Labor. 
President Gompers asked what law wae 


meant when violation of law was mentioned. 

Mr. Clark said it meant clearly established 
rules of the employer. 

President Gompers asked if organization 
could be mulcted in damages if failing to abide 
by the award. 

Mr. Clark answered in the affirmative; that 
an organization agreeing to arbitrate and fail- 
ing to abide by the award ought to be dis. 
solved. 

Delegate McBride stated the paper read by 
Mr. Clark was strong and clear and with our 
experience we ought to be able to pass upon it 
without losing further time. He moved that 
further consideration be deferred until such 
time as the matter comes up for our endorse- 
ment. 

Delegate Yarnell moved to amend to publish 
in proceedings, and subject matter be referred 
to committee of five to report before adjourn. 
ing. 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved to strike out 
special committee and refer to Grievance 
Committee. Seconded by Delegate Furuseth. 

Delegate Kidd was not in favor of printing. 
He would offer a substitute to refer to a spe- 
cial committee of five. 

Delegate Keefe wanted bill printed. 


The substitute motion was adopted, 49 to 19. 

President Gompers then expressed his ap- 
preciation of the fraternal greeting from the 
railway brotherhoods extended by Mr. Clark, 
and tendered the sincere thanks of the con- 
vention for the-information rendered. 


Delegate Duffy offered the following: 


RESOLVED, That a special committee of 
five be appointed by the President of this body, 
whose duty it shall be to investigate matters 
pertaining to the boycott on the Armour Pack- 
ing Co., of Kansas City, Mo., and to devise 
and report back to this convention some more 
effective method of pushing said boycott on 


. 


Armour Packing Co. 
Adopted. 


The Committee on President’s Report pre- 
sented the following: 


—18 
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To the Officers and Delegates of the Sixteenth 
Annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

Gentlemen:—Your Committee on President’s 
Report beg leave to submit the following par- 
tial report, in the hope of expediting business: 

ist. We recommend the appointment of a 
special committee on that portion of the Presi- 
dent’s message which refers to the eight-hour 
movement. 

2d. That the President’s references to_ or- 
ganizers and lecturers be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Organization. 

3d. Owing to the importance of the sub- 
ject, your committee recommends the immedi- 
ate appointment of a Special Committee on 
Immigration, to which all communications and 
resolutions bearing on the subject shall be re- 
ferred. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

W. B. PRESCOT’ 

H. WHITE 

HENRY WEISM ANN, 
T. F. TRACEY, 

H. LLOYD. 

Moved to take up recommendations seriatim. 
Carried. 

The first recommendation was endorsed. 


Moved by Delegate Penna to refer back to 


committee the second recommendation for 


greater consideration and _ report. Lost, 33 
to 30. 
Moved to concur. Adopted. 


The third recommendation was endorsed. 


then read the report of the 
Trade-union Congress, 


The Secretary 
delegates to the British 
as follows: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the American 

Federation of Labor: 


Fellow Unionists:—The undersigned, frater- 
nal delegates from your organization to the 
twenty-ninth annual congress of the British 
Trade-unions, held at Edinburgh, Scotland, 


September 7 to 12, respectfully report as fol- 
ows: 

The discussions of congress are confined to 
resolutions asking Parliament for labor legis- 
lation. The congress does not take up matters 
relating to organization, propaganda of union- 
ism, grievances of members or affiliated bodies, 
or similar objects relating to trade-unions, 
which come up in the proceedings of the Amer- 
ican Federation Convention. 

The resolutions adopted at a session are put 
in charge of the Parliamentary Committee, 
composed of eleven members, elected by con- 
gress, and are placed by it before Parliament, 
embodied in bills. 

The Parliamentary Committee meets fre- 
quently in London during the sessions of Par- 
liament, seeking means for having its bills 
passed and following the general course of par- 
liamentary legislation. 

At the approach of the time for the annual 
trade-union congress, the committee sends out 
to the affiliated organizations the resolutions 
it proposes to submit to congress, together with 
such resolutions as any union may have offered 
for introduction. The resolutions having been 
discussed in the unions, and such amendments 
proposed as have seemed desirable, all are re- 
turned to the Parliamentary Committee. The 
list of resolutions, with amendments, the 





46 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


“Agenda,” is printed and is not subjejct to 
amendments or additions during the two weeks 
previous to the assembling of congress. This 
year the Parliamentary Committee submitted 
eleven resolutions and the affiliated trade-union 
eighty-one. 

On the opening of the congress, the Parlia- 
mentary Committee being temporarily in 
charge, organization is had by the election of 
tellers, of a Standing Orders Committee, and 
ofa president of the congress. The latter offi- 
cer is, by rule, a member of one of the local 
unions in the city where the congress is held. 
At the congress just closed, Mr. John Mallin- 
son, of the Edinburgh Cordwainers Union, 
and a member of the city council, was made 
president. The congress, having been wel- 
comed by the city officials, the Parliamentary 
Committee’s report made, and the president’s 
address spoken, the ‘‘Agenda” is taken up in 
its order. At the close of the sessions a new 
Parliamentary Committee is elected by the 
congress. The committee then elects its own 
chairman (who is eligible for only one year) 
and its treasurer. Delegates are also elected 
to attend the convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; the congress in making the 
choice this year—after a lively canvass—in- 
stead of the Parliamentary Committee, as here- 
tofore. Finally, the place for the next con- 
vention is designated by vote. Next year it 
will be held at Birmingham. ‘The congress this 
year was attended by 345 delegates represent- 
ing 995,000 members. It met in the finest hall 
in Edinburgh, situated on one of the principal 
streets. The delegates, all provided with 
desks, filled the body of the hall, except the 
space taken up by the press reporters, of whom 
there were about forty. 

In the deliberations, a resolution, being 
read and supported by a delegate from the un- 
ion presenting it, a seconder would add _ his 
arguments, after which counter arguments 
were heard from one or more persons, the 
president having the power of closure. No 
amendments could be made in the course of the 
debate. A resolution must be adopted as 
printed or amended in the ‘“‘Agenda,” or de- 
feated entirely. Some of the trade delegations 
privately met day by day to consider the reso- 
lutions coming up, and voted for or against 
them under the unit rule. Toward the close 
of the congress the speakers were limited to 
five minutes on any question. Features of this 
year’s congress, apart from the routine work, 
were these: The congress was composed en- 
tirely of men working at their respective trades, 
or paid officers of the organizations. _ No dele- 
gates from trade councils (central labor un- 
ions) were admitted. To this form of com- 
position of the body, brought about by a new 
standing order, is attributable the absence from 
the roll of a number of names prominent at 
previous congresses. 

The church made the meeting a special oc- 
casion for sermons on the labor question. On 
the Sunday preceding the opening of the_ses- 
sions, seven prominent clergymen in Edin- 
burgh expressed their sympathy with the 
struggles of the union workers. 

The press of the Kingdom, apart from the 
non-union papers, gave large space to a record 
of the proceedings and daily editorial comment 
on the business done and its probable conse- 
quence on British industry. Much of this 
opinion was similar to these extracts from the 
Glasgow Record: “It is no longer possible to 
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regard the trade-union as an enemy of peace 
and a barrier to social unity. The old dread 
of the union of the working man with his fel- 
low has died away, and in its stead we have a 
sympathetic appreciation of the purity of mo- 
tive by which a combination is dictated, and 
of its worth in the spread of enlightenment 
and for the rule of wisdom and justice in all 
relations of the toiling masses with their em- 
ployers. All elasses have been taught that 
there is no danger to fear from the congress 
or its ratifications throughout the country.” 

A sensation was caused by the exclusion of 
four reporters of non-union papers from_ the 
congress. The linotype has brought with it in 
Great Britain a contest which has resulted in 
throwing out of the typographical societies 
several ‘‘chapels” and the printers in the con- 
gress were active in demanding that no court- 
esies be extended to establishments that had 
fought them. 

The only form in which the currency ques- 
tion came to notice was in the free distribu- 
tion of a book advocating bimetallism. 

The taxation of ground values came up in 
a resolution. The tax proposed was meant to 
correct certain existing inequalities of 3SeSs- 
ment. It was passed as a routine motion and 
brought about no debate. 

The International Socialist and Trade-union 
Congress, held in July, came up for notice 
in the report of the heclieinsetinnry Committee, 
which, in assisting to call it, but obeyed the 
orders given by the congress of two years 
ago. The committee remarked: ‘No doubt 
there are divers opinions as to whether the 
Socialist Congress was a success or a failure’”’ 
and, “it may be desirable at some future period 
for the congress to reconsider its pos..on and 
relationship towards such an international con- 
gress.” In the debate it was pointed out vy one 
of the committee that this language signified, 
“it would be unfair to bind the Trade-union 
Congr ress to a certain line of action three years 
to come’’when. the next international meeting 
was to be held. Another committeeman, de- 
clared that, “no man could say that the con- 
gress had been a success. No man could say 
that it had brought forward the labor move- 
ment one step.’’ The general trend of the 
remarks on the floor was a criticism of the 
London meeting. In the end a motion was car- 
ried that, ‘all future international congresses 
be constituted of representatives from bona 
fide labor organizations, and that_ delegation 
be determined on the lines of the Trade-union 
Congress.” 

The Collectivist resolution of Norwich was 
replaced by the following: “That, in the opin- 
ion of this Congress, it is essential to the 
maintainance of British industries to national- 
ize the land, mines, royalty, rents and railways, 
and municipalize all water, artificial light and 
tramway undertakings within their several 
authorities, and that the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee be instructed to promote and support 
legislation with the above object.” When this 
resolution was under discussion the presi- 
dent ruled that each year’s resolutions, when 
passed, stood merely as instructions for the 
Parliamentary Committee for that year, and no 
longer. This ruling was acquiesced in without 
opposition. The socialist propaganda within 
the congress was thus checked at every point. 
The effort to divert trade-unionism from the 
proper channel was frustrated. The socialists, 
however, as members of the congress were 








accorded all fairness, there was nothing like 
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abuse offered them, and, in instances, honors 
were extended to them by their fellow _mem- 
bers. A _ resolution was passed asking Parlia- 
ment for “the abolition of child-labor until the 
age of fifteen, and of all night work until the 
age of eighteen.” 

For the first time a fraternal delegate at- 
tended the congress from the German trade- 
unions. The delegate was Mr. A. Von Elm, 
who at one time lived in the United States. 
The delegates elected to attend. the Amer- 
ican Federation Convention at Cincinnati, O., 
are: Mr. John Mallinson, President of the 
Congress, and Mr. Sam Woods, Secretary of 
the Parliamentary Committee. 

Your delegates were on all occasions, at the 
congress and the various social and business 
functions elsewhere, accorded a hearty wel- 
come. Kach made a formal address on a subject 
deemed of interest to our British trade-union 
brethren. oth were called on several times 
to speak at trade meetings, open-air demonstra- 
tions, or assemblages for special purposes of or- 
ganization. 

The general information we obtained in ref- 
erence to trade-union matters we shall convey 
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at a future occasion to the trade-unions of 
the country. : ; 
The bond of fraternity already established 
between the trade-unions of both countries, 
should be strengthened with a view to a unity 
of action in the future. 
fours sreeeemany) 
A. STRASSER, 
J. W. SULLIVAN, 
Delegates. 
Accepted. 
The chair stated the British delegates would 
address the Convention at 2 p. m. 
stated that a meeting of 
trades engaged in the 
merchandise for 


Delegate Mason 
delegates representing 
manufacture of articles of 
retail trade and representatives of those trades 
or callings selling those manu- 
factures at retail would be held in the ante- 
room. 


engaged in 


Adjourned at 12:30 o’clock. 


THIRD DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Called to order at 2:05, President Gompers 
in the chair. 

Roll call ordered. 
White, H. Lar- 


Absent—Murray, McGuire, 
Valentine, 


ger, Garland, O’Connell, Penna, 
a Mahon, Elderkin, Howard, White, 

Prescott, Woodbury, White, H. L., Find- 
e Blair, Knecht, Hart, Call, Donnelly, Dag- 
gett, Ewing, Rauchfleisch. 

Fraternal Delegate Samuel Woods, Secre- 
tary of the Parliamentary Committee of the 
British Trades Union Congress was introduced. 
Mr. Woods expressed his pleasure at meeting 
the delegates and thanked them for the kind 
treatment and generosity received. He hoped 
the fraternal visits and relationship would con- 
tinue. He was instructed to convey the greet- 
ings of the trade-unionists of Great Britain, 
and hoped the bond of international communi- 
cation and alternate visits between the two 
English speaking nations would continue. He 
then gave some pertinent facts on the British 
congress and the general movement. The 
hours of government employes had been re- 
duced from 12 to 8 per day and wages in- 
creased. An employes’ liability act had been 
passed. The law of conspiracy had been 
greatly modified. Factory legislation was im- 
proved and the truck act altered. In 1891 the 
House of Commons passed the fair wages reso- 
lution dealing with the government employes 
and contractors. It had greatly improved 
wages and positions. Several valuable acts had 


been secured for the mining industry. <A 
valuable system of compulsory education had 
been effected, and many other useful laws. All 
of which was secured by the influence of the 
trade-union congress which wielded tremendous 
Parliament and 
The last congress 


influence over members of 
over the government itself. 
had 350 delegates, representing 


trade-unionists. 


1,100,000 


During the last few years a new element had 
arisen, a number of young men known as “new 
unionists,” some of whom were identified with 
the socialists and the independent labor party, 
but very few of them had been in the good old 
ship during the storm of the last twenty years. 
They thought the congress was not traveling 
fast enough. No doubt they were stimulated 
by the poverty surrounding so many in our 
cities and towns. Much discussion had ensued, 
the old school had prevailed, and with the 
result that the constitution and standing orders 
of the congress were changed, and quite an 
impetus given to the trade-union movement. 

No person can now be a delegate unless 
working at his trade or is a paid permanent 
official, and a member of his union at time of 
his appointment. Representation must be di- 
rect from a_ trade-union. 

The “isms” never interfere with the progress 
of the movement. The future was bright for 
labor. 


” 


The address was well received, 
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Fraternal Delegate John Mallinson was then 
introduced. He expressed his appreciation of 
the treatment received, and was glad he had 
met the several delegates and attended the con- 
vention. He alluded to the fear on the part 
of the workers at the time of President Cleve- 
land’s Venezuelan message lest there should 
be war, which they looked upon as senseless 
and cruel. War with any nation was to be 
deplored. Fraternal interchange would put off 
the risks of war. <A cursory acquaintance had 
shown him there were men who consider it to 
be their duty to say that trades-unionism has 
never accomplished any permanent good. He 
was glad we overcame this feature. Any good 
accomplished for the workers has been done by 
the ability of the trade-union. What it had 
prevented was not the least consideration. Our 
constitution was excellent. Its corner-stone 
was the anti-political section. They were en- 
gaged in fighting for it in England, and hoped 
they would eventually secure it. The trade- 
union must be so wide that it will embrace all 
needs and views, and no attempt to do other- 
wise should be tolerated for one moment. Glad- 
stone had stated the greatest work was to 
raise the lowest class of humanity—such was 
the work of the trade-union. (Applause.) 


President Gompers stated he would invite 
Delegate McNeil to respond. 

Mr. McNeil stated in substance that many 
of the features of the early trade-union move- 
ment were imported from abroad, and it was 
well no protective tariff had been erected to 
keep them out. It was the trade-union that 
gave us the Bureau of Labor, free text-books, 
fire escapes and other improvements, and not 
the men of education. It was organized la- 
bor that had come to the front and secured 
these advantages for the workers in spite of 
the opposition of the educated. There is rep- 
resented here the hopes and aspirations of all 
the workers. 

He hoped that in future time the 
British delegates would come and witness an 
organization not only discussing qustions of 
interest to wage-workers, but greater, even 
so far as to control Congress and the president 
of the United States, as well as every mill, 
workshop, and enterprise on the continent; 
not men bending the knee to opulency, but our- 
selves the joint stockholders of all. 


Delegate O’Connell asked for unanimous 
consent to introduce the following, which was 
given: 

RESOLVED, That we welcome and hail the 
delegates of the Trade-Union Congress of 


some 


Great Britain as representatives of our brother 
and bid them carry back to 


wage-workers, 
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their constituents our heartiest good speed in 
their work, and the hope that the united forces 
of labor may secure to the toilers of the 
world their economic emancipation. 

Adopted by a rising vote. 

President Gompers then closed this feature 
of the session in a few words, expressing his 
appreciation of the occasion. 
The Report of the Grievance Committee was 
resumed. 

The Secretary read the recommendations on 
matters relating to the Brewery Workers. 

Delegate Fitzgerald stated he misunder- 
stood the report at the morning session, and 
was now in favor of it. 

Moved to adopt report. 

Carried. 

Delegate Black extended an invitation to the 


delegates to attend a ball in the evening 


given in our honor by the local union of 
molders. 
Accepted. 


The Committee on Resolutions 
through Delegate Morrison: 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Amer- 

ican Federation of Labor, in Convention 
assembled: 

The Committee on Resolutions having had 
under consideration various resolutions, most 
respectfully submit their report on the follow- 
ing: 

‘By John B. Lennon, Journeymen ‘Tailors’ 
Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The jurisdiction of the Jour- 
neymen Tailors Union of America, of the 
United Garment Workers of America, has been 
and is, by a considerable part of organized 
labor, misunderstood, and in consequence 
thereof misunderstandings have occurred, and 
charters have been granted by one of the 
above unions to workers that were properly 
under the jurisdiction of the other one; there- 


fore 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled, that we 
hereby recognize as the sole and _ exclusive 
jurisdiction of the Journeymen Tailors Union 
of America all custom tailors in the employ- 
ment of merchant tailors in the United States 
and Canada, and the label of the Journeymen 
Tailors Union of America shall be the only 
label recognized as guaranteeing custom. tail- 
oring to be union made; and further 

RESOLVED, That we recognize the Uni- 
ted Garment Workers of America as having 
sole and exclusive jurisdiction over all workers 
in the manufacture of all clothing other than 
custom made as defined in the above _ resolu- 
tion, and the label of the United Garment 
Workers of America shall be the only label 
recognized as guaranteeing such work as union 
made. 

RESOLVED, That the designation (mer- 
chant tailors) in these resolutions shall be 
construed to mean establishments where cus- 
tom clothing is made to the measure and to 
the order of each individual customer. 


Committee recommends adoption. 
Approved. 


reported 
its secretary, 
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By Delegate Lown, Journeymen Barber’s In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, The great political parties have 
for years, in promulgating their platforms, de- 
clared for the protection of the producers of 
this great commonwealth, and only from the 
stump have they declared for the protection of 
the American laborer; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, now in session, that the immigration 
law now in force is wholly inadequate to prop- 
erly effect its object, or to give to American 
Labor its just protection; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That a committee of three be 
appointed to draft and present to the congress 
of the United States of America a_ bill suffi- 
ciently restricting and prohibiting alien immi- 
gration, to give to American labor its just 
protection. 

Committee recommends that it be referred 
to the incoming Executive Council for action. 

Delegate 
Committee on Immigration. 


Mahon moved to refer to special 


Accepted. 

Adopted. 

By Delegate Askew: 

WHEREAS, From_ experience we _ have 
learned that trade-unionism and co-operation 


are twin sisters in the onward march of pro- 
gression, and that where the one exists the 
other is almost compelled by nature’s inexor- 
able laws to follow; and, 

WHEREAS, We believe the credit system 
to be derogatory and dangerous to any com- 
munity, as it inculcates a careless method of 
business, and men too often learn too late 
the effect of buying without the cash; there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the American Federation of 
Labor in convention assembled, recommend to 
all affiliated bodies the careful consideration of 
the co-operative principle as expressed in the 
Rochdale system of co-operative distribution 
and production, and wherever favorable con- 
ditions exist to give their aid to such co-opera- 
tive efforts. 


Approved. Adopted. 


Sy Delegate McNeil: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled, hereby 
pledges its hearty co-operation to such associa- 
tions as seek to secure one day of rest in seven 
for ali wage-workers. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegate Luce: 

WHEREAS, It has become known that the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers International 
Union has lost a large percentage of its mem- 
bers, both locally and internationally; and, 

WHE REAS, It is known that the Carriage 
and Wagon Workers International Union is 
not in a financial condition to keep an _ or- 
ganizer on the road; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor extend to them the services of their 
organizer or organizers at such times as they 
may be considered necessary by the Carriage 
and Wagon Workers international officers. 

Committee recommends that it be referred 
to the incoming executive Council. 


Delegate Delong moved to concur. 
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O’Sullivan thought the executive 
full control of organ- 


Delegate 
council ought to have 
izing and organizers. 

Delegate Meyers thought if the resolution 
was adopted it would give to the organization 
a perpetual organizer. 

Delegate Luce said it had been impossible for 
them to get an organizer heretofore. 

The President there several 
reasons. No request had been made, organi- 
zers pay their own expenses, and the Secretary 
of the Carriage and Wagon Workers Interna- 
tional Union had kept his organization in a 
constant ferment as to whether or not they 
were to remain in the Federation. 

Delegate Duffy believed the recommendation 


replied were 


to refer was good. The council ought to 
have full control and a fund for organizers’ 
expenses should be collected. He had paid 


his own expenses as organizer for the past 
year. 

Delegate Cullinane said the VTarriage and 
Wagon Workers were not united. He was 
in favor of the recommendation. 

Recommendation adopted. 


The President here interrupted to appoint 
the following committees: 
Arbitration Bill. a L. 
lard, Robert Ashe, O. E. 
P. Murphy. 
Immigration.—H. W. = gr Wm. Silver, 
Chas. Meyers, P. J. McGuire, Geo. Ward. 
Armour Dispute. —Grant Luce, C. H. Sid- 


Rist, Thos. Pol- 
Woodbury, James 


ener, Louis Schlecht, B. A. Larger, E. S. 
Christopherson. 

Eight Hours.—Geo. E. McNeill, M. W. 
Ratchford, Edward Hirsh, John H. Murray, 


James Duncan. 
Report of Resolutions Committee resumed: 
By Delegates Lennon and Christopherson: 
WHEREAS, Tenement-house and home 
work degrades the workers so engaged, and to 
a large degree impairs the home life of the 
— upon which civilized society rests; there- 


RE SOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, that we 
again reiterate our condemnation of all tene- 
ment house and home work, and urge upon all 
unions and sympathizers to continue in every 


possible way, the warfare on this nefarious 
system, first by refusing to patronize goods 
made under such conditions; secondly, by 


bringing sufficient influence to bear upon state 


legislatures for the enactment of stringent 
laws by which this evil can be suppressed. 
Approved. Adopted. 
By Delegate Roady Kenehan, Horseshoers 


Union: 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Horseshoers 
Union have determined upon active work in 
New York and other Atlantic states in securing 
the organization of those of their craft who 
are not yet affiliated with them; and, 

WHEREAS, There are in “the city of New 
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York and Brooklyn fully 1,500 horseshoers 
outside the pale of the union desirable mate- 
rial in the ranks of organized labor; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That this convention recom- 
mend to local organizations affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor their active 
co-operation in aiding the organizers of the 
Horseshoers Union in their work in the cities 
in their respective localities; and further 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor be instructed to set 
in motion the machinery at their command 
in order to more speedily accomplish this 
much to be desired result. 

Approved. Adopted. 


By Delegate Lee Johnson: 


WHEREAS, Under the present defective 
methods and negligent practices in boiler and 
ship hull inspections, there are numberless 
explosions of boilers and collapses and wreck- 
ages of hulls, due to the above causes, thus 
endangering life and property throughout the 
land and the high seas, therefore, be it, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor endorse and recommend that string- 
ent laws be enacted by the various state legis- 
latures and Congress of the United States 
which will require rigid investigation and in- 
spection of all boilers and ship hulls by prac- 
tical and qualified boiler makers and_ ship 
builders. 


Approved. Adopted. 


3y Delegate Ashe: 

WHEREAS, The written constitution of the 
several states constituting the United States 
and also the Constitution of the United States 
provide that the Supreme Courts of , the 
United States and the Supreme Courts of’ the 
several states shall exercise the right of re- 
viewing: legislation; and, 

WHEREAS, In the exercise of the right so 
conferred, the courts of the several states, and 
also of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, have repeatedly set aside as null and” 
void laws duly and fecmaity enacted by the 
representatives of the people; and, 

WHEREAS, The exercise of such authority 
by the aforesaid courts violates the fundamental 
principles of a political organization which 
claims to be a government of the people, by 
the poop and for the people; and, 

WHEREAS, No authority contained on 
paper, or exercised by Courts, can be greater 
than the will of the people when formally 
enacted into law; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates of the 
American Federation of Labor, in convention 
assembled, demand such amendments to the 
Constitution of the United tates, and_ the 
constitutions of the several states thereof, as 
will deprive the aforesaid courts of power to 
set aside laws duly enacted by the legally 
chosen representatives of the people, as we be- 
lieve the proper function of courts to be to 
expound and administer law, but not to make 
it. 

Approved. 


Delegate Black was opposed to the resolu- 
tion. He could not see where the result desired 
could be accomplished. 


Delegate Ashe said he simply desired to go 
on record to take from the courts power to 
set aside any law passed by the United States. 
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Delegate McNeill moved that these resolu- 
tions be printed in the proceedings and they 
be taken up at a future session for action. 


Delegate Weismann spoke against the resolu- 
tions. 


Delegate O’Sullivan moved that 4:30 on 
Thursday be the time to reopen the discussion. 
Accepted by Delegate McNeill. 


Adopted. 


By Will L. Coe, Secretary of United Broth- 
erhood of Leather Workers on Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, The harness makers have had 
much to contend with in the past, which ser- 
iously hampered the organizing of their craft. 
Recently however, their national union has 
been reorganized and put upon a permanent and 
stable basis; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor be instructed 
to co-operate with the national officers and 
lend their support in organizing local unions 
of harness makers in their respective localities 
wherever possible. 


Approved. Adopted. 

sy Delegates McNeil, Elliot, McGuire, Mc- 
3ride, Yarnell, Gompers, Keough, Dernell, 
Weismann, Valentine, Lennon. 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled, hereby ten- 
ders its hearty sympathy to all men struggling 
against oppression, and especially to the men 
of Cuba who for years have sacrificed and 
suffered to secure the right of self-government. 

RESOLVED, That the example of the people 
of France, in giving recognition and aid to the 
Fathers in their struggle to secure the inde- 
pendence of the colonies, is worthy of imita- 
tion, and we hereby call upon the President 
and Congress to recognize the belligerent rights 
of the Cuban revolutionists. 

Delegate Black thought it outside our juris- 
diction. He was in hearty sympathy with the 
Cubans, but we should confine ourselves to our 


own particular and peculiar functions. 


Delegate Meyer spoke briefly in the affirma- 
tive. 

Delegate O’Donnell was also in favor, was 
surprised at the statements of the previous 
speaker. The President of the United States 
should be censured for his negligence. The 
Cubans were making a magnificent struggle 
and should be supported. 

Delegate White said we were talking of or- 
ganizing and fraternizing with the workers in 
other lands. Co-operation with the Cubans 
was necessary to take them out of the clutches 
of Spain. 

Delegate Weismann said he signed the reso- 
lution for purely humanitarian purposes. The 
bloodshed would not cease until the throne of 
Spain was repudiated. 


President Gompers spoke at length in the 
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affirmative. The independence of the Cubans 
is essential to their economic organization. 
Liberty, truth, and freedom was the basis of 
the make-up of the world. It must be obtained 
before the Cuban proletariat could be organ- 
ized. He was a trade-unionist in America and 
England but he would be a socialist in Ger- 
many, and in Russia a Nihilist. He had the 
honor of correspondence with the representa- 
tives of the Cubans, as well as personal ac- 
quaintance. Liberty and freedom should pre- 
vail. It was necessary for the different classes 
interested in Cuba to unite to achieve their 
purpose just the same as it was for the 
wage-workers to unite with the capitalists in 
baronial times. He wanted peace and would 
fight for it. It was necessary to step in and 
stop this butchery once and for all. 

McNeill of the 


Delegate favor 


resolutions. 


spoke in 


Delegate Warner said when such conditions 
prevail it becomes our duty to petition Con- 
gress to bring about a normal state. 


Delegate Donnelly entered a protest to such 
action. It appeared to him that in presenting 
resolutions for liberty, we should first remem- 
ber that we want liberty at home, higher 
wages and shorter hours. 


Delegate Yarnell looked to the labor move- 
ment for the ultimate emancipation of the 
wage-workers, but was not so narrow as to 
think we could not stretch out a helping hand 
to Cuba. It was our duty to adopt the resolu- 
tion and show that the breath of liberty still 
lived in the breasts of American workmen. 
We want to show Spain that when she 
brings her minions to murder on American soil, 
she will meet with the condemnation of the 
American people. It was time we asked 
Congress to interfere. The president was cow- 
ardly in his non-recognition of Cuba, and 
should be censured. 

Delegate Furuseth said he felt sorry he must 
run counter to the older but he did not 
see that the question of Cuba had much to 
do with would 
had not been brought up. 
feeling in the United 
executive officers to throw .a firebrand that 
would involve, perhaps, the loss of a quarter 
million of people. A war between the United 
States and Spain would not be one of days but 
of months, must be conducted on water and 
finally, perhaps, on the Spanish continent. 
When the war was over and Cuba a republic, 
then what have we gained? “A national debt 
as large as the one we have now, an army 
never rid of and a navy as well. For these 


heads, 


liberty; prefer the question 
There was enough 


States to justify the 
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reasons he would not add to the flame already 


burning as to whom should not rob the 
Cubans. 
Delegate Tomsen called for the previous 
question. 
Carried. 


Delegate Black arose to a question of privi- 
lege. He deemed it his privilege to voice his 
views without recrimination as had_ been 
done. He was evidently not alone in the 
position he had taken 


The resolution was adopted by 60 to 9. 

Delegate Weissman desired to state that he 
signed the resolutions, but discussion had 
changed his opinion. 

The President desired the following to be 
placed upon the records: 


a New York, December 14, 1896. 
To the American Federation of Labor, Mr. 

Samuel Gompers, President, Cincinnati, O.: 
' Dear Sir:-—“The American Friends of 
Cuba,” an organization founded for the pur- 
pose of aiding and assisting the Cuban people 
in their struggle for liberty, appeal to you in 
the vast army of organized labor in their be- 
half. 

To you whom are struggling for economic 
liberty, an oppressed people turn their eyes and 
ask you to aid them that they may enjoy 
political liberty. The influence of organized 
labor thrown into the scale will outweigh 
any other interest that may be placed against 
it, and surely the influence of organized labor 
will be cast with the oppressed and against 
the oppressor. It is unnecessary for me to 
recite the many deeds of outrage and inhuman- 
ity committed by the Spanish Government 
upon the Cuban people. They are recorded in 
the press every day. Rape, arson and mur- 
der have been committed in order that Spain 
may continue to rule a people by whom she 
is despised. 
h We ask you to join with us in a petition to 
Congress that we may put a stop to those 
atrocities. We ask you to make an official 
declaration of sympathy with the Cuban people 
and forward the same, to Congress, as com- 
ing from you, ag et as you do, the bone 
and sinew of the land, it will give to Congress 
the confidence that is needed. 

‘e send you a few blank petitions which 
we would ask you to circulate among your 
delegates for signatures, and shall upon request 
from you or any delegate forward as many 
others as may be desired. 

Hoping that the American Federation of 
Labor may look upon this matter favorably and 
wishing it and its members success in their 
efforts to aid the toiling masses, I remain, 

ery respectfully yours, 
FR ANZ MAYER, President, 
538 KE. 87th St. 


Communications from Herman Stumpf and 
Edward McSweeney were referred to Commit- 
tee on Immigration. 





Delegate “Johnson requested all delegates 
from the federated metal trades to meet in the 
ante-room. 
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Also Label and Boycott Committee was re- 
quested to meet in the ante-room. 


Delegate O’Sullivan moved that this Conven- 
tion make it a special order for election of 
officers at 2:30 on Friday. 

Carried. 

Delegate Weismann asked that a special com- 
mittee of three be appointed to help organize 
the cracker bakeries of this city, and also 
extend its labors to the brewers. 

Carried. 

Delegates Kreyling, Ewing and O’Malley 
were appointed. 

Delegate Prescott asked that Committee on 
President’s Address meet in the ante-room. 

Delegate Yarnel mentioned an office that had 
failed to place the union label on his cards 
after so promising and wanted to see the 
printer delegates. He refused the cards after 
paying for them. 


The President stated that he was in receipt 
of a letter and circular from the London 
l'rades Council showing it was prosecuting the 
boycott against the Kastman Packing Co., of 
New York. 

Delegate O'Sullivan moved that the thanks 
of the Convention to the London Trades 
Council be returned. 

Adopted. 


Delegate Weismann offered the following: 
RESOLVED, That we the delegates to the 
sixteenth annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, in convention assembled, 
believing that the sentence of twenty-two years 
imprisonment given Alexander Berkmann for 
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the assault on H. C. Frick, was excessive and 
far beyond the limit of the law, brought 
about by the excitement and prejudice prevail- 
ing at the time the offense was committed, and 
that the ends of justice have been fully satis- 
fied with the four years imprisonment of Alex- 
ander Berkmann, considering the act as one 
committed by a misguided youth, and that 
clemency could be wisely extended in his case, 
as in many similar ones in times gone by. 

We do therefore, petition the Board of 
Pardon of the State of Pennsylvania to exer- 
cise that power which they now hold in a 
humanitarian cause by granting a pardon or 
commutation of sentence to said Alex. Berk- 
mann and thus show to the world that our 
gig eee is based upon justice and mercy. 
Be it further 

RESOLV ED, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be forwarded to the Board of Pardon, 
the Governor and every Central Labor Union 
in the State of Pennsylvania. 


Delegate Weismann said the sentence upon 
Berkmann was entirely out of the law. He 
was not in sympathy with revolutionary meth- 
ods, but he believed the young man com- 
mitted the rash act under trying circumstances. 
He saw his class persecuted and thought to 
resist in the only way he knew. Had he a 
fair trial ‘in a community where passion was 
not aroused, he would not have been punished 
in such a manner. The Central Labor Union 
of Boston had endorsed a similar resolution. 


Delegate IJoyd also spoke in favor of the 
resolution, while repudiating revolutionary 
methods. 

Adopted. 

Meetings of Committees announced. 


Adjourned at 5 o’clock. 


FOURTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Thursday, December 17, 1896. 
Called to order 


in the chair. 


at 9:10, President Gompers 


Roll call ordered. 

Absent—Weismann, Lown, Leslie, Tracey, 
White, H., Larger, Duncan, Garland, Cowell, 
Valentine, Keceugh, Schmaltz, Mullen, Sullivan, 
5. 3, Elliot, Thomas, Johnson J., Howard, Sul- 
livan, WwW wodbury, Myers, White, H. L,, 
0’ Desaeti Finlay, Blair, Rudd, R. G., Henry, 
Bever, Daggett, Ewing, Rauchfleisch, Kelly, P. 

Delegate Rist moved the following, which 
was adopted and referred to Special Commit- 
tee on Brewers and Bakers. 


3y Central Labor Council of Cincinnati and 
vicinity: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, appoint a 


committee of three to visit Max Burgheim, pub- 
lisher of the Freie Presse and Abend Presse, 


with a view to getting him to unionize his 
office. 
The Committee on Organization reported 


through Delegate Penna as follows: 


Labor Union 
Layers 


Resolution by Toledo Central 
asking assistance .to organize Carpet 
and Drapers. 

Executive Council. 


Referred to incoming 


Adopted. 

By Delegate Kelly of the Electrical Workers: 
Asking help to organize women employed in 
electrical manufacturing establishments. 

Referred to Executive Council. 
Adopted. 
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By Toledo Central Labor Union: Asking 
assistance to organize the laundry workers into 
a national organization. 

Recommend to refer to incoming Executive 
Council. 

Moved to amend to lay over until after re- 
port of Committee on Labels. 

sy Engineers Progressive Union: 
aid to organize stationary engineers. 

Recommended to refer to Executive Council. 

Amended by Delegate O’Sullivan, that Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed to organize en- 
gineers wherever possible and when expedient 
to form national unions. 

Adopted. 

By Iron Workers Helpers Union: Asking 
that special attention be given to organizing 
of unskilled laborers. 

Referred to incoming Executive 

Adopted. 

By Delegate Cowell: Asking special atten- 
tion to the organizing of bicycle workers. 

Referred to incoming Executive Council. 

Adopted. 


Asking 


Council. 


By Paving Department Workers Union, No. 
6751: Asking assistance to organize city labor- 
ers into local and national unions. 

Recommend to refer to incoming Executive 
Council. 

Moved by Delegate O’Sullivan to take the 
same course as Engineers’ resolution. 
of the 

Paving Department 
hoped it would be 


Delegate Timilty said the passage 
resolution would help the 
Workers materially and 


adopted. So ordered. 


Indorsed 
18, urg- 


3y Michigan Federation of Labor: 
by Detroit Typographical Union, No. 
ing organization of unskilled laborers. 

Referred to 

Adopted. 


incoming Executive Council. 


The Committee concluded: 


Having referred to us that part of the Presi- 
dent’s report dealing with the organizers and 
providing for their pay, and asking authority 
to appoint special organizers and lecturers to 
be paid on a basis provided in the constitu- 
tion for payment of workers in the American 
Federation of Labor by the people asking the 
services of such special organizers and_ lec- 
turers; 

We recommend the endorsement of the pres- 
ident’s recommendation, and refer the whole 
question to him, and authorize him—with the 
consent of the Executive Council—to develop 
and put into operation the plan suggested by 


him. 
P. H. PENNA, 
L. R. THOM AS, 
W. COWELL, 
HARRY Mz ASON, 
ED. BARRETT. 
Adopted. 
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Delegate O’ Donnell wished to apologize to 
Delegate Black "for what he had said in yester- 
day’s debate on Cuban resolution. He had no 
intention of offending him. 

Delegate Black replied he had no feeling 
in the matter; he did not take the remarks as 
an insult. 

A communication was read from the Toronto 
Trades and Labor Congress in reference to the 
United States 

Referred to Committee on Immigration. 


alien labor law. 


The President explained that the time for 
the introduction of resolutions expired after 
to-day’s session unless by unanimous consent. 

Delegate Fitzgerald asked to add to the re- 
port of yesterday on Brewers’ matter: 


In case the Brewery Workers’ locals affiliated 
with the Knights of Labor decide to leave that 
organization, the Federation organizer and a 
representative of the Brewery Workers Na- 
tional Union should reorganize the two bodies 
in each city into one union and that the 
Brewery ,Workers National Union be _re- 
quested to grant a new charter to the united 
unions in each city. 


Adopted. 


Delegate O'Sullivan offered a resolution that 
no local unions be attached to the Federation 
unless they agree to pay fifty cents monthly 
dues. 

Referred. 

The President read a communication from 
I;x-Governor Chas. Foster, of Ohio, on convict 
labor, in which he stated his position in the 
matter to be to utilize such goods in other in- 
stitutions, and he regretted he was unable to 
be present. 

A communication was read in relation to the 
low wages paid to the wood workers of the 
Referred to a committee 
Daggett, Svindseth. 


northwestern states. 
of three, Messrs. Rausch, 
Committee on Labels and Boycotts reported 
Armour Packing Co. to refer 
to a special committee. 


a resolution on 


So ordered. 

By Delegate Rudd: 

WHEREAS, Laundry Workers Union, No. 
6608, has adopted a label, which has been the 
means of unionizing many laundries in the city 
of Toledo, and creating better conditions for 
laundry workers in general;, 

RESOLVED, That this convention endorse 
the label (a fac-simile of which is attached) 
and recommend its adoption to the other laun- 
dry worker’s unions chartered under this Fed- 
eration. 

Committee recommend that the Laundry 
Workers of, Toledo make an effort to form a 
national union and adopt a uniform label. 

Carried. Adopted. 

Ry Delegate Pollard: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of the 
A. F. of I. have endorsed tle boycott of the 
Elastic Goring Weavers Amalgamated Associa- 
tion against the firm of Thomas, Taylor & Son, 
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of Hudson, Mass., 
goring for shoes; therefore be it 
RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. in con- 
vention assembled, call upon all organizations 
affiliated with the A. F. of L. to assist the 
Elastic Goring Weavers in their fight against 
the unfair firm of Thomas Taylor & Son. 
Recommend adoption. Approved. 


manufacturers of elastic 


By Delegate Tobin and Murray: 


RESOLVED, That this the sixteenth annual 
convention of the American Federation of La- 
bor declares it to be the duty of the trade- 
unionists to not only purchase the products of 
union labor as indicated by the union labels 
and trade-marks of the various industries; and 
that it shall also -be their duty to see that their 
wives and families patronize union products. 


Recommend adoption. Approved. 
By Delegate John White: 


WHEREAS, The American Tobacco Co. still 
persist in stubbornly refusing to recognize the 
right of its employes to organize; and, 

WHEREAS, The spirit of antagonism in its 
relations toward organized labor is fostered 
—_ maintained by said American Tobacco Co.; 


nd, 

a HEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor at its last convention, held in New York 
City, after a futile attempt by an appointed 
committee from the convention to adjust the 
difficulty with this corporation trust, gave its 
endorsement to the boycott placed upon this 
concern by the National Tobacco Workers 
Union of America; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That in view of the facts 
above stated, we reaffirm the position taken by 
the Federation Convention, held in New York; 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the delegates to this con- 
vention are earnestly requested, upon their re- 
turn to their respective constituencies, to use 
their influence in preventing the patronizing 
of the brands of tobacco and cigarettes made 
by any of the manufacturers who are now 
connected with the tobacco trust; be it further 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be in- 
corporated in the proceedings of this conven- 
tion, 


Recommend adoption. Approved. 
Sy Delegate Phillips: 
WHEREAS, The Hat Finishers Interna- 


tional Association and the Hat Makers National 
Association have recently been amalgamated 
into one organization, to be known as the 
United Hatters of North America; and, 

WHEREAS, This amalgamated body will 
now have full authority and jurisdiction over 
the felt hatting trade and over the Hatters 
Union label; and we are now taking steps to 
place the label in a position where it will be 
still more effective than it has been in the 
past; therefore, be 

RESOLVED, That the delegates here assem- 
bled do most sincerely and emphatically en- 
dorse the label of the United Hatters of North 
America, and we call upon all affiliated unions 
of the American Federation of Labor to sup- 
port the latter’s label in every way possible. 

RESOLVED, That the most effectual way 
to support the label is to refuse to purchase 
any fur or felt hat that, has not a genuine un- 
ion label stitched into it. 

RESOLVED, That we hereby pledge our- 


selves to “uphold the United Hatters of North 
America in their efforts to make their label a 
and we also pledge ourselves not to 


success, 
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buy or wear any fur or felt hat, either soft or 
stiff, unless the genuine union label is stitched 
into it. 

Recommend its adoption. Approved. 
By Delegate McFadden: 


The Coopers International Union have de- 
clared the Indiana Cooperage Co. unfair to 
organized labor. 


The evidence in this case proves conclusively 
that this firm, besides maintaining a tyrannical 
and oppressive course toward union coopers, 
and have placed machinery as much as possible 
in order to displace hand workmen; and what 
men they do employ they persist in going out- 
side the ranks of organized labor to secure; 
and, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, that the 
stand taken by the Coopers International Un- 
ion be indorsed and said Indiana Cooperage Co. 

be declared unfair to organized labor and un- 
aie of the support of organized labor. 

Referred to Executive Council. 


Adopted. 

Delegate Mahon said there were certain 
rumors and reports going around against the 
officials of the Federation, which ought to be 
known and if not true officers should be 
vindicated. He called for a committee of five 
for the purpose of investigating the matter. 

Delegate O’Sullivan protested, until the party 
preferring charges has the courage to come be- 
fore the Convention and say so. 

Delegate Cullinane took the same view. 

Delegate Mahon believed he was acting con- 
scientiously. If untrue he wanted the presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor to 
whom he referred, vindicated. 


The President stated that he had no sus- 
picion that he was referred to. He would, 
therefore, vacate the chair and asked Dele- 
gate Phillips to come forward. 

Delegate Myers said it was below our dignity 
to investigate rumors and moved to lay on 
table. 

The President spoke of the impropriety of 
recognizing the motion while he was in the 
chair. 

Mr. Phillips assumed the chair, and the mo- 
tion to lay on the table was lost by 59 to 14. 

Delegate Kreyling said he desired to know 
the nature of the rumors referred to by Dele- 
gate Mahon. 


Delegate Warner moved that Delegate Ma- 
hon be ordered to submit in writing the rumor 
or charges against our executive head. 

Delegate Mahon was asked to state the na- 
ture of the charges, but refused to do so un- 
til the executive session. 


Delegate Murray said the press already had 
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a handle to work upon and hoped that the 
matter would be straightened out. 

Delegate Ewing hoped that it would not go 
any further and favored a committee. 

Delegate McGuire raised the point that it 
was not in order to entertain a motion when 
charges were not preferred in writing. 

The Chair replied that the Convention could 
determine. 

Delegate Thomas thought we would have a 
task in investigating a rumor. 

Delegate Warner desired to go back to his 
constituents to say that no charges were buried 
in committee. 

Delegate Donnelly said, if an officer had 
been guilty of any wrong doing, there was a 
form of procedure. It 1s the duty of the party 
preferring to appear on the floor and _ state 
them. 

Delegate Kreyling said that they were liable 
to make mistakes, and Delegate Mahon had 
made a serious mistake in springing the ques- 
tion as he did, and hoped Delegate 
would present charges in writing. 


Mahon 
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Delegate Tobin said he had heard no rumors 
and had no hand in it, notwithstanding he had 
a slight misunderstanding with the President 
in Denver. He believed it would amount to 
nothing. 

Delegate Keough hoped the matter would 
be thoroughly ventilated in open session. 


Delegate Yarnell said that there were charges 


. of willful negligence all over the West, and 


he was opposed to an executive session. Let 
officers be vindicated, if innocent. 

Delegate Woodbury thought that Delegate 
Mahon ought not to be compelled to bring in 
written charges on rumors. 


Delegate Warner’s motion was adopted by 
41 to 29. 

The President resumed the chair and his 
attention was called to the fact that we were 
to visit the Chamber of Commerce and Board 
of Trade, and delegates were directed to ar- 
range in the rear of the hall and proceed. 


Adjourned at 12:30 o’clock. 


FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Called to order at 2:30, President Gompers 
in the chair. 

Roll call ordered. 

Absent—Yarnell, Luce, Black, Valentine, 
Keough, Johnson, J., White, J., White, H. L., 
Beyer, Sarginson, 
Rauchfleisch. 


Donnelly, Ewing, Dorre, 


Chairman O'Sullivan, of the Committee on 
Credentials, reported that Delegate Ratchford, 
of the miners, would not be present for a day 
or two. He would recommend that Patrick 
McBryde be substituted, he having been 
elected as a fourth delegate. So ordered. 


The Committee on Resolutions 
favorably on the following: 

By Delegate McGuire: 

WHEREAS, The history of the labor move- 
ment has demonstrated that unions of labor, 
wherein members pay small or low dues, are 
easily wrecked by the first adverse trade con- 
dition or trade dispute, and that the unions 
in which the members pay high dues and re- 
ceive benefits therefor, are not only permanent 
but are of the greatest benefit and advantage 
to the members, to the trade, and to the labor 
movement generally; that higher wages and 
shorter hours and better conditions of labor 
are the result of organization upon the basis 
of high dues; therefore, be it 


reported 


RESOLVED, 
local and federal 


That we recommend to all 
labor unions affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor that they 
shall so change their laws that the dues of 
members to the union shall not be less than 
fifty cents per month, and as much higher as 
may be necessary, preferably twenty-five cents 
per week, and that laws be also adopted provid- 


ing for the payment of reasonable, but at 
first, low benefits. 
RESOLVED, That the local and _ federal 


labor unions affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be officially notified of this 
action, and a certified copy of this preamble 
and resolutions be forwarded to each affiliated 
union. 

RESOLVED, That any local unions which 
shall fail to raise the dues of its members, as 
herein provided, within six months from the 
date of the notification, shall have their char- 
ters revoked. 


RESOLVED, That local unions to which 
charters are hereafter granted, shall engraft 


the purpose of the above resolutions in the 
laws of their organizations. 

Much discussion resulted, in which it was 
thought such action would be an interference 
with autonomy, and Delegate Tomsen raised a 
point upon this, to which the Chair replied 
that if the American Federation of Labor de- 
clares for a principle te carries with it some 
obligation upon affiliated unions. 
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Delegate Tomsen appealed and the Chair 
was sustained, 50 to 5. 

Delegate O’Sullivan desired to be recorded 
as voting in the negative, as he thought it was 
going beyond our jurisdiction, and would fall 
heavily upon our women’s unions. 

Delegate O’Connell was called to the chair. 


Delegate Duffey, while in favor of high dues, 
said it would work a hardship. 

Delegate Lennon moved to amend, to read 
January 1, 1898. 

Delegate Smales moved to amend to strike 
out the compulsory feature, the last clause. 

Delegate O’Donnell hoped the whole matter 
would be voted down. 

Delegate McBryde moved that the whole 
matter be referred back to its author. 

Delegate Howard spoke in favor of the mo- 
tion, instancing the high dues paid by the 
cotton mule spinners of fifty cents per week. 

Delegate McGuire said by courtesy it should 
be referred to the Resolution Committee. 

The motion to refer was lost. 

Delegate O’Sullivan did not want to break 
faith with the unions already affiliated without 
such a condition. 


Delegates Elderkin, Garland and Kenehan 


were in favor. 

Delegate Duncan thought the amount ought 
to be reduced. 

Delegate Christopherson spoke in favor. 

The motion to strike out compulsory clause 
was lost, as well as that to change the date. 

Original motion carried, 40 to 28. 

Delegates Tomsen, Smales and Delong de- 
sired to go on record against. 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved to go into exec- 
utive session. 

Delegate Ashe said there was an order of 
the day for 4:30. 

Delegate O'Sullivan moved to take up special 
order after rising from executive session, if 
we go into it. Carried. 

The motion to go into executive session was 
adopted, as follows: 
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For—Weismann, Lown, Schlecht, Johnson, 
L., Quayle, Lloyd, McGuire, Leslie, Gompers, 


Tracey, Dernell, Whitaker, Mason, Kelly, J., 
White, H., Larger, Duncan, Marr, Kenehan, 
Barrett, Garland, Keefe, O’Connell, Cowell, 
Penna, McBride, Ratchford, Askew, Boyce, 


Clifford, Valentine, Keough, Sullivan, J. H., 
Elhott, Thomas, Mahon, Furuseth, Elderkin, 
Evans, Howard, Prescott, Hirsh, Sullivan, D. 
J., Morrison, Pollard, Kidd, Woodbury, O’Sul- 
livan, Fitzgerald, Myers, O’Donnell, Rist, 
Silver, Findlay, Blair, Hedderich, Duffy, Culli- 
nane, Noonan, Shyrock, Henry, Schwartz, 
Donnelly, Daggett, Ewing, Fahey, Svindseth, 
Mulholland, Hogan, Timilty, Weil—186s. 


eAgainst—-Sidener, Tobin, Murray, Bechtold, 
Yarnell, Luce, McFadden, Phillips, Ashe, 


Warner, Black, Lennon, Christophersen, White, 
J., Ward, Knecht, Kreyling, Rudd, R.G., Hart, 
Call, Sloan, Plunkett, Frietsch, Rausch, Smales, 
Tomsen, DeLong, MeNeill, Rudd, W. J., 
Beard, Crok, O’Malley, Walsh, Kelly, P.—so09. 


The President stated he would appoint a 
chairman, subject to approval, and requested 
Fraternal Delegate Samuel Wood to preside. 

Mr. Wood declined, whereupon Delegate 
Barrett was called upon and accepted. 

At the close of the session the following was 
adopted, presented by Delegate Penna: 


Having heard the charges of alleged wrong- 
doing by President Gompers in the recent po- 
litical campaign; 

RESOLVED, That we endorse the Presi- 
dent’s position, dismiss the charges, and exon- 
erate him from all blame. 

he following was also adopted, 
by Delegate McNeil: 

RESOLVED, The delegates to the sixteenth 
annual convention of the American Federation 
of Labor do hereby declare, in the most un- 
qualified language, their fullest confidence in 
President Samuel Gompers as a man worthy of 
the cause he has espoused and for which he 
has sacrificed his time, health and ability. 


presented 


A vote of confidence was also tendered the 
Executive Council. 

A Press Committee was appointed, consist- 
ing of Delegates McNeill, Prescott, Penna and 
Secretary McCraith. 

Delegate O’Sullivan entered a_ protest 
against the resolution adopted, making it com- 
dues not less 
It was an amend- 


pulsory unions to adopt 
than 50 cents per month. 
ment to the constitution, and required a two- 


thirds vote. 


upon 


Adjourned at 7:30 o'clock. 
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FIFTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Friday, December 18, 1896. 


Called to order at 9:10, President Gompers 
in the chair. 

Absent—McGuire, Yarnell, Leslie, Luce, 
Kelly, J. T., White, H., Duncan, Penna, Mc- 
tryde, Boyee, Clifford, Valentine, Keough, 
Thomas, nson, J., Mahon, Christopherson, 
Prescott, Voodbury, Myers, Rist, Findlay, 
Duffy, er, Schwartz, Call, Murphy, Woods, 
Plunkett, Donnelly, Doree, Beard, Svindseth, 


Walsh, Rauchfleisch. 
Reading of minutes dispensed with. 


Delegate Lennon moved that immediately 
following election of officers we select place of 
next Convention. Adopted. 


Delegate Ashe moved to take up resolution 
to deprive the courts of power to set aside 
laws duly enacted as presented at Wednesday 
afternoon’s session. Carried. 


Delegate Ewing did not believe in curtail- 
ing the powers of the courts. It was only by 
the courts of equity we can hope to get justice. 
Kenehan opposed the 


Delegates Marr and 


motion. 
n 
Tomsen were 


Delegates Lennon, Ashe and 


in favor of it. 

Delegate Weismann opposed the resolution. 
What we should do was to call upon the public 
to enforce laws. 

There was 
supreme court that had not ren- 
dered a decision against labor. 


Delegate Yarnell was in favor. 
scarcely a 


Delegate Penna favored it, and 
Lloyd and McBride opposed it. 


Delegates 


Previous question ordered. 

Motion to call the roll lost. 

The resolution failed of adoption by a vote 
of 21 to 42. - 

Delegate McFadden asked the delegates to 
attend a social at Eckerman’s House in the 
evening. Accepted. 

Delegate O’Sullivan said the motion calling 
upon unions to levy dues of fifty cents per 
month was an amendment to the constitution, 
but did not receive a two-thirds vote upon its 
passage and therefore void. 

Chair asked him to defer and present in 
writing. 


A communication was received from General 


Secretary Frank Egger, of the Hotel and Res- 
taurant Employees National Alliance, stating 
their Cincinnati locals would elect an alternate 
to take the place of Mr. Pomeroy, ‘and also 
stating a great injustice had been done their 
organization. 

The President stated the Cincinnati locals 
had entered a protest instead of electing an 
alternate. 


Moved by Delegate Lown to receive and 
place on file. 


The Committee on Resolutions reported as 
follows: 

$y the Executive Council of the A. F. of L.: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor hereby expresses 
its most emphatic and earnest endorsement of 
the attitude of the Western Federation of 
Miners in the rightful struggle of its members 
located at Leadville, Colorado, against the 


attempted encroachment upon their rights. 
That we hereby, and to the utmost of our 
ability, tender to them the support of the 


American Federation of Labor and call upon 
the national and local unions herein affiliated, 
as well as on our central bodies, to extend to 
them our moral and _ financial support to the 
end that victory may reward our fellow-workers 
of Leadville, Colorado, in their patriotic and 
determined stand for right. 


Approved. Adopted. 

3y Delegate Weismann: 

WHEREAS, The trades unions to be suc- 
cessful should confine their labors to their 
legitimate work on trade lines, and beyond 
that on such questions of a social, economic or 


political nature only upon which a common 
agreement in principle and policy has been 
reached; 


WHEREAS, The deviation from this course 
in favor of the espousal of issues of a hypo- 
thetical and controversial nature has ever been 
productive of internal strife and the final dis- 
ruption of the unions; and 

WHEREAS, The menacing featare of such 
action is still more intensified when a contro- 
versial issue has been made an instrument for 
the advancement of political partisan interest; 


nd, 

"WHEREAS, The adoption by the American 
Federation of Labor of a resolution providing 
for the free coinage of silver at a ratio of 16 
to 1 in previous Conventions has invited the 
dangers here outlined. 

WHEREAS, This action when taken_ never 
contemplated the commission of the Federa- 
tion to any political party, neither direct, nor 
implied, the Federation on the contrary, having 
clearly set forth its political attitude in Sec. 8, 
Art, III, of its constitution; and 

WHEREAS, The silver coinage question is 
by no means either essential or contributory to 
the solution of the problem of labor; there- 
fore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That this Convention hereby 
reconsiders the resolution favoring the free 
coinage of silver at the ratio of 16 to 1, and 
we most emphatically reiterate the absolutely 
non-partisan political character of this Federa- 
tion of Labor, and that we view with equally 
emphatic disapproval every effort made now or 
hereafter to divert the attention of the toilers 
from the chief issues of labor now before us, 
the reduction of the hours of labor, and legis- 
lation of a nature strictly industrial and in 
line with the established and generally ac- 
cepted policy and principles of the international 
labor movement. 

The committee recommend the following: 

WHEREAS, When the American Federation 
of Labor assumed a position on the free and 
unlimited coinage of silver at the ratio of 16 
to 1 the subject was then an economic one, but 
has now become an issue upon which it has 
been demonstrated that the workers of the 
country are divided, and whose public discus- 
sion has produced the sharpest lines of cleav- 
age. _ strongest party animosity; therefore, 
be i 

RESOL VED, That the best interests of 
trade unionism and the labor movement will be 
conserved by refusing, at this time, to enter- 
tain or discuss a motion on the question. 


Delegate Mahon moved to non-concur in the 
report of the committee. 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved to concur in the 
Ruled out. 

Delegate Weismann spoke against the report 
of the committee. At the time the Federation 
adopted the free silver resolution, it was not 
a political question. He was instructed by his 
organization to present the above. 


report. 


Delegate Mahon spoke in favor and Delegate 
Garland desired that the matter be dropped. 
Ashe said if action on free silver 
He hoped 


Delegate 
was right before it was right now. 
recommendation would be adopted. 

Delegate Yarnell spoke generally in favor of 
free silver and the attitude of the Federation 
thereon. 

Delegate Myers raised the point that this was 
a labor convention and not a kindergarten for 
any political party. 

Ruled out. 

Delegate O‘Connell spoke in favor of the re- 
port of the committee. 

Delegate Smales moved to lay on table. 

Delegates Dernell and Duncan asked if laid 
upon the table would it reverse our previous 
action on free silver. 

The Chair replied in the negative. 

A roll call vote to lay upon the table resulted 
as follows: 


For—Johnson, L,, 
Dernell, Whitaker, 
Phillips, Garland, 
Cowell, Boyce, 


Luce, Gompers, Tracey, 
Larger, Kenehan, Barrett, 
OQ’ Connell, Ashe, Warner, 
Black, Schmaltz, Furuseth, 
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Evans, Prescott, Pollard, Kidd, O'Sullivan, 
Myers, Silver, Blair, Shyrock, Hart, Woods, 
Smales, Tomsen, De Long, Svindseth, Mulhol- 


land, Timilty, Weil—g931. 

Against—Sidener, Weismann, Lown, Tobin, 
Murray, Bechtold, Schlecht, Quayle, Lloyd, 
McGuire, Yarnell, Leslie, Mason, McFadden, 
Kelly, J. T., White, H., Duncan, Marr, Keefe, 
Penna, McBryde, McBride, Askew, Clifford, 
Valentine, Keough, Sullivan, J. H., Elliott, 
Thomas, Johnson, J... Mahon, Elderkin, Lennon, 
Christopherson, White, J., Hirsh, Sullivan, D. J., 
Morrison, Woodbury, Fitzgerald, O’Donnell, 
Rist, Findlay, Warde, Duffy, Cullinane, Rudd, 
R. G., Henry, Beyer, Schwartz, Call, Murphy, 
Slean, Plunkett, Freitsch, Sarginson, Burman, 
Rausch, McNeill, Donnelly, Daggert, Ewing, 
Fahey, Rudd, W. G., Crook, Kelly, P.—1367. 

Delegate Yarnell offered the folowing substi- 
tute: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor in 1893 declared for the free coinage of 
silver at the ratio of 16 to 1; and 

WHEREAS, This action was reaffirmed at 
the conventions of 1894 and 1895; and 

WHEREAS, It has become a great national 
issue and has been sustained by 6,000,000 of 
our fellow citizens, 90 per cent of whom are 
producers of the nation’s wealth; and 

WHEREAS, This measure received the com- 
bined opposition of the enemies of organized 
labor; and 

WHEREAS, 





The basic money of this nation 


must be expanded before the producer can 
hope to secure a fair reward for his toil; 
therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in national convention assembled, in 
Cincinnati, December 17, 1896, do hereby re- 
affirm our former action of 1893, 1894 and 
1895, by declaring for the free and unlimited 
coinage of gold and silver at the constitutional 
ratio of 16 to 1 independent of any other 
nation. 

Delegate O’Donnell moved to lay on table. 

Delegate Lennon raised the point, to lay on 
the table had just been fejected. 

Delegate O’Donnell withdrew his motion. 

Delegate Mahon spoke in favor of substitute. 

Delegate Weismann raised the point of order 
that he proposed action was contrary to our 
constitution, which forbids political partisan 
questions. 

The Chair preferred that the Convention de- 
cide the matter. 

Delegate McBride spoke generally upon the 
resolution and free silver. 


Delegate Weismann raised the point he was 
talking of the Chicago and St. Louis political 
conventions. 

The Chair decided it was well taken. 


Delegate McBride continued on the merits 
of the resolution and hoped we would not re- 
trace our steps. 

Delegate O’Donnell 
and hoped the whole 
punged. 


opposed the resolution 
matter would be ex- 
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Delegate Lennon said any industrial question 
was essentially a political question, yet he did 
not like the substitute, as it would practically 
make us endorse a political party. He offered 
as a substitute: 


RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled, that we re- 
affirm the stand taken by the Federation in 
favor of the free and unlimited coinage of gold 
and silver at the ratio of 16 to 1, without wait- 
ing for the approval or consent of any other 
nation. 

RESOLVED, That we emphatically; deny 
that in the adoption of the principles of free 
coinage we in any degree endorse any political 
party that may have made free coinage a par- 
tisan political question. 


The Chair stated another substitute was not 
permissible. 

Delegate Lennon would then offer it as an 
addition or an amendment. 

Delegate Garland, who was opposed to the 
entire matter, suggested that the following also 
be appended: 


Be it further resolved, that we declare for a 


high protective tariff, and demand that the 
Congress and Senate of the United States 
enact such a measure, 

Ruled out by the Chair. 

Delegate Lloyd charged Weismann with 
working in the interest of the Republican 


party. 

Delegate Weismann denied this. He and 
Delegate Phillips had worked against candi- 
dates of the Republican party in Brooklyn who 
were inimical to labor. 

Delegate Lloyd accepted explanation and 
stated he would give his authority after Con- 
vention adjourned. 

Delegate [Lloyd continued, he would stump 
the country for the Republican party if it took 
up free silver. He cared nothing for parties 
and would vote for the substitute. 

Delegate Boyce said he had come to this 
Convention expecting to learn something, but 
fie had learned nothing of interest to the work- 
ing men of the United States. He then went 
into a general statement of the effect of 
scarce money, stated that conditions were be- 
coming worse, which was all due to unjust 
legislation, and hoped that some action should 
be taken to approve former action. 

Delegate Weismann believed in industrial 
legislation, in which we are all interested. The 
trade union policy should be upheld or else 
dissension would ensue. 

Delegate Woodbury would not discuss gold 
or silver, but he would protest against the 
statement that we had no right to declare on 
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any subject that interested the American 
people. 

Delegate Penna said the rank and file were 
bimetallists; he favored the demonetization of 
gold and silver and the substitution of paper 
money. He hoped substitute would prevail. 
His position was that officials should not de- 
sert their offices to take the stump, but they 
should do all they could to advance such 
matters. 

Delegate Warner asked for the privilege of 
the floor on an important matter that must be 
passed upon at once. Granted. 

He offered the following: 

RESOLVED, That we condemn and brand 
as_a_ malicious falsehood the statement pub- 
lished in the Commercial Tribune of this date, 
that Secretary McCraith was charged with ac- 
cepting a bribe to withhold certain publications 
while he was acting as editor of the Federa- 
tionist, and that the Executive Committee com- 
pelled Secretary MecCraith to apologize to 
President Gompers for his action. 

Delegate Duncan 
that in the event of Secretary McCraith suing 
the paper in question that the Federation up- 
hold him in the attempt. 


moved to amend to read 


was accepted by Delegate 
Warner and the motion adopted unanimously. 

The previous question was adopted, but 
Delegate O’Connell was to be allowed the 
privilege of the floor. 


The amendment 


Delegate O’Connell asked if an eight-hour 
plank were inserted in a_ political platform 
would we desert it? He thought not. He was 
in favor of Delegate Lennon’s resolve. If we 
so deserted our planks they would be put in 
platforms in order to defeat them. 

Delegate Garland said he considered he was 
cut off unfairly, and gave notice that if the 
resolution passed it would be in no way bind- 
ing upon the Amalgamated Association of Iron 
and Steel Workers. 

The Chair referred to his decision rendered 
at the Denver Convention, which was uni- 
versally agreed to. 

Delegate Phillips said he would endorse the 
statement of Delegate Weismann that they 
had made speeches in the last campaign against 
candidates of the Republican party who were 
enemies of labor. 

The roll call was ordered on Delegate Len- 
non’s resolution, which the chair stated was 
a substitute of that of Delegate Yarnell. 

Delegate Yarnell understood it was an ad- 
dition. 

It was decided that 
stitute, and 
his objection. 


it should be a_ sub- 
Delegate Yarnell withdrew with 
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The following vote resulted: 

For---Sidener, Lown, Murray, Quayle, Lloyd, 
McGuire, Yarnell, Leslie, Luce, Gompers, ‘Tra- 
cey, Dernell, Whitaker, Mason, McFadden, 
Kelly, J. T., Duncan, Marr, Kenehan, Barrett, 
Phillips, O’Connell, Ashe, Warner, Penna, 
McBride, McBryde, Askew, Boyce, Clifford, 
Valentine, Keough, Schmalz, Sullivan, J. H., 
Elliot, Thomas, Johnson, J., Mahon, Furuseth, 
Elderkin, Lennon, Christopherson, White, J., 
Prescott, Hirsh; Sullivan, D. J., Morrison, 
Woodbury, Fitzgerald, Rist, Silver, Findlay, 
Warde, Blair, Duffy, Cullinane, Noonan, 
Kreyling, Rudd, R. G., Shyrock, Henry, Hart, 
Beyer, Schwartz, Call, Murphy, Sloan, Plun- 
kett, Frietsch, Burman, Rausch, McNeill, 
Donnelly, Daggett, Fahey, Rudd, W. G., Svind- 
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seth, Mulholland, 
Kelly, P.—1o915. 

Against — Weismann, Tobin, Bechtold, 
Schlecht, Johnson, L,., Garland, Keefe, Cowell, 
O'Sullivan, Myers, O’Donnell, Hedderich, 
Woods, Ewing, Weil—362. 

Delegate Phillips 
discussion in our convention. 
affirmatively to get rid of it. 


Crook, O’Malley, Timilty, 


was surprised at such a 
He would vote 


Delegates White, Larger, Black, Pollard 
and Kidd declined to vote. 
The President.announced that there was a 


special order at 2:30. 


Adjourned at 12:40 o’clock. 


FIFTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Called to order at 
in the chair. 


2:08, President Gompers 


Absent — McGuire, White, H., Barrett, 
Penna, McBride, McBryde, Schmalz, Mahon, 
Prescott, Woodbury, O’Donnell, Shyrock, Sar- 


ginson, Walsh, Rauchfleisch. 

Delegate McFadden stated the coopers would 
like to withdraw resolution against the In- 
diana Cooperage Co. 

So ordered. 

Delegate Tomsen stated he desired to call 
the attention of the convention to the case of 
a lady who had been unjustly dealt with by 
certain organizations. 


The president asked if she was a member 
of organized labor. Delegate Tomsen did not 
know and the president replied the case must 
first be presented at the office of the Federa- 
tion. 

The Committee on Resolutions reported as 
follows: 

By Delegate Sullivan: 


WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Painters 
and Decorators of America having suffered 


from the attempt of seceders from its or- 
ganization in their efforts to form rival unions 
of painters and paper hangers throughout the 
United States and Canada, and thereby retard- 
ing the progress of the said Brotherhood of 
Painters and Decorators; be it, 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council call the special attention of American 
Federation of Labor organizers to the organi- 
zation and reorganization of painters and paper 
hangers in all parts of the country to the 
end that by the assistance of the American 
Federation of Labor organizers the brother- 
hood will be able to fully organize the craft 
and recover all lost ground. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegate Kidd: 

WHEREAS, The Quincy Show Case Works, 
of Quincy, Illinois, inaugurated an uncalled 


for attack upon the Amalgamated Wood-work- 
ers Union, by 

First—Discharging a union foreman and sup- 
planting him by one who had gained an _ un- 
savory record as a believer in low wages, long 
hours child labor, and unfair conditions of em- 
ployment. Second—By unceremoniously dis- 
charging a committee that waited upon the 
superintendent to protest against the discharge 
of the union foreman Third—By discharging 
union men and hiring non-unionists and chil- 
dren in their places; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor call upon all fair-minded people 
throughout the country to refuse to patronize 


saloons, drugstores, and other concerns fitted 
up with fixtures made by this firm. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegate Kidd: 

WHEREAS, The Royal Mantel and Furni- 


ture Co., of Rockford, the Illinois Sewing 
Machine Co., and the Rockford Chair and Fur- 
niture Co., all of the city of Rockford, IIL, 
having been declared unfair by the American 
Federation of Tabor, because of the perse- 
cution of its employes by, the first-named con- 
cern, and the aid given it by the other two; 


nc 

WHEREAS, With the co-operation of the 
organized wage-workers of America, the wood- 
workers of Rockford have succeeded in divert- 
ing much of the work that formerly went to 
the above firms so that it now goes to manu- 
facturers who are classed as fair employers; 


and, 
WHEREAS, The Illinois Sewing Machine 


Co., makes sewing machines for the Cash 
Buyers Union, Marshall, Field & Co., and 
Siegel, Cooper & Co., all of the city of 
Chicago; therefore, 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, hereby call 
upon the union men and women of the United 
States of America to aid the wood-workers of 

Rockford by giving the above facts as much 
publicity as possible. 

Approved. Adopted. 

Election of officers was called for. The 
President stated he would like to hear from 
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Committee on President’s Address before pro- 
ceeding. 

So ordered on motion of Delegate Krey- 


ling. 

Johnson called to the Chair. 
Prescott reported as follows: 
Amer- 


Delegate Lee 

Delegate 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
ican Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen—Your committee on President’s 
Address begs leave to submit, after careful con- 
sideration, the following report: 

In discussing the president’s recommendation 
relative to legislation, your ggmmittee wishes 
first to commend for your currence in his 
express views regarding abandonment of 
all efforts to secure a fe label law. It is 
manifest from the legal inions presented by 
your president that at JMis time it is beyond 
the power of federal authorities to properly 
protect trade-union labels, even though if 
under the dilatory rules we could secure that 
prompt attention from United States Courts 
so essential to success in such cases as involves 
the use of counterfeit label. 

We take great pleasure in heartily commend- 
ing the president's advice relative to other 
label measures before Congress, notably those 
amending the eight-hour lav the Phillip’s 
Bill, the Contempt Bill, the various seamen’s 
bills, the act protesting against issuance of 
bonds during peaceful times, and suggest that 
your incoming officers be instructed to expend 
an amount consistent with the safety of our 
funds in further judicious agitation looking to 
their passage. 

Your committee is pleased to note that more 
success has been achieved in our efforts to 
secure legislation from state legislatures than 
from the Federal government. It is to be re- 
gretted that our class does not appreciate the 
fact that its interests can be best subserved by 
exercising its political influence so that state 
legislatures and state executives may be domin- 
ated by it, as those bodies deal with matter that 
bears more directly upon the interests of the 
working classes, than do those which come 
within the province of Congress. It is palpable 
that if working men are to fit themselves for 
the inevitable control of our government, they 
must first demonstrate their ability to handle 
the seemingly minor affairs of state. It is 
also evident that little benefit will accrue from 
the adoptoon of child labor laws, factory acts, 
employers’ liability laws, etc., unless those 
whom they are intended to benefit are or- 
ganized. This has been demonstrated in Great 
Britain, and there is no reason to believe 
we car. expect immunity from the results of 
human cupidity. 

We feel constrained to observe that while 
states may possess bureaus of labor statistics, 
their usefulness, when viewed from a_ labor 
standpoint is impaired by reason of our organ- 
izations not being in a position to furnish re- 
liable statistics. It is too often the case that 
these bureaus are compelled to rely ‘1pon_in- 
formation found in the public press in their 
quest for data. And it is unnecesary to point 
out that there is little, if any, disposition te 
place the subject before the people correctly 
when information must be derived trom such 
a source. In your committee’s estimation the 
Federation should devise some means of urging 
affiliated bodies to establish statistical bureaus, 
so that data regarding strikes, lockouts, etc., 


—19 
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may be secured. Until this is done we can not 
hope that these reports will contain much of 
interest and benefit to labor, while a systematic 
effort along the line indicated will result in 
the publication of statistics that will convince 
the most skeptical of the efficaciousness of 
*rade-unions. 

Your committee recommends concurrence in 
the president’s suggestion that this body main- 
tain a permanent lobbying committee at Wash- 
ington. Though cognizant of the fact that 
such a recommendation may be obnoxious to 
many, your committee feels that, as the propo- 
sition is a business one, we should follow, as 
far as we can, the methods and policy of those 
who have proven their ability to benefit by the 
judicious exercise of the power usually ac- 


credited to what is known as the “third 
house.” 
Your committee is pleased to note that the 


of Utah has adopted 





organized 


oe 


recently 


a constitutional provision authorizing its legis- 
lature to adopt eight-hour laws, and would sug- 
gest that your body authorize the incoming 


executive council to financially assist the un- 
ions of Utah in their efforts to prevent its null- 
ification by the United States Courts. 

‘our committee expresses the hope that 
this convention heartily endorses the presi- 
dent’s expression in favor of high dues. After 
consultation with the president regarding the 
matter referred to under the caption ‘“organ- 
ization of textile workers.’”” We would recom- 
mend that unions formed in the South by the 
organizers of the Federation be required to sub- 
scribe to the principles of the Fedération until 
such time as the Textile Workers National Un- 
ion in convention assembled declares itself in 
line with the trade-union movement as under- 
stood and advocated by the American Federa- 
tion of TLabkor. 

We recommend that the subject of the de- 
fense fund be referred to the executive council, 
and be instructed to formulate a plan for sub- 
mission to the affiliated unions. 

From evidence submitted to us by the pres- 
ident it is manifest that the circle check system, 
as now practiced, is capable of being used in 
stich a manner as to bring discredit on the 
labor movement, and recommend that the con- 
vention place itself upon record as rescinding 
its former action endorsing the movement. 

Your committee commends the president’s ac- 
tion in advocating the holding of a trade-union 
congress in 1900, and in case the British Trade 
Union Congress takes the initiative, we 
strongly recommend that all affiliated national 
and internation¢ ul unions send delegates to 
their various trade congresses. 

That part of the report of the executive 





council relative to the charter of the musi- 
cians we refer to the convention without rec- 
ommendation. 

n the opinion of your committee the 


only of this convention but the 


thanks, not 
are due the officers 


working classes generally, 


for the faithful manner in which they have 
performed their duty. 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. B. PRESCOTT, 
F. TRACEY, 


E 
HE NRY Ww HITE, 
HENRY WEISMANN. 
The several recommendations were adopted 
seriatim and as a whole. 
Delegate Whitaker tendered certain docu- 
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ments bearing upon the Utah eight-hour law 
for the use of the Executive Council. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Delegate Marr nominated Samuel Gompers 
in fitting terms. 
Delegate McBride moved to suspend the 


rules and that the secretary be instructed to 
cast the entire vote of the Convention for Dele- 
gate Gompers. 

Carried. 

Whereupon the vote was cast and Delegate 
Gompers declared elected. 

Delegate Gompers said it would be less than 
human if he did not feel at this time a sensa- 
tion which, perhaps, he never felt before. In 
view of receft events it could be readily un- 
derstood what additional interest there was 
under the circumstances. For thirty-two years 
he had held positions of trust and honor in the 
labor movement. He could inadequately ex- 
press his appreciation of the occasion. 

For First Vice-President: Delegate Ashe 
nominated present incumbent, P. J. McGuire. 

Delegate McGuire stated he wished to retire. 
His duties required all time he could give his 
own organization. 

He felt there was no danger for the future. 
He desired to enlarge the opportunities and 
bring to the organization some fresh blood 
and new energy. He begged to retire. The 
Federation would always have his assistance 
and support. 


The declination, on motion was rejected and 
the Secretary was instructed to cast the vote 
of the Convention for Delegate McGuire, which 
was done and he was declared elected. 


For Second Vice-President: Delegate Myers 
nominated the present incumbent, James Dun- 
can. Seconded by Delegate McBride. 


Delegate Duffy moved that the Secretary 
cast the unanimous vote of the Convention. 
Adopted. 


And Delegate Duncan was declared elected. 


For Third Vice-President: the present in- 
cumbent, James O’Connell, was nominated, 
and the same course pursued. 


For Fourth-Vice President: Delegate Duffy 
nominated the present incumbent, Mahlon M. 
Garland. Seconded by O’Sullivan and the 
same course was pursued, Delegate Elderkin, 
who was nominated by Delegate Mahon, de- 
clining. 

For Secretary: Delegate Frank Morrison, of 
Chicago, was nominated. 


There being no other candidate, Delegate 
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Rist moved that the same course be pursued. 

So ordered. 

Delegate Morrison thanked the Convention 
for the honor conferred, which he would en- 
deavor to repay by strict devotion to trade- 
union principles, and do all in his power to 
advance the cause of labor. 

For ‘Treasurer: Delegate Christopherson 
nominated the present incumbent, John B. 
Lennon, and, on motion, the same course was 
pursued. 

«The several officers made suitable responses 
to the honors conferred on them. 

Moved to proceed to the election of frater- 
nal delegates to the British Trade-union Con- 
gress. Carried. 

Delegate McBride nominated Secretary Mce- 
Craith, and it was moved to elect by acclama- 


tion. Seconded by Delegates O’Donnell and 
Boyce. 
Secretary McCraith thanked the delegates, 


expressed his appreciation of the 


henor, and declined. 


proposed 


Delegate McGuire nominated Delegate Lloyd. 

Delegate Furuseth nominated Martin Fox, 
President of the Iron Moulders International 
Union. 

Seconded by Delegate O’Connell. 

Delegate Lennon nominated 
Neill. 

Delegate McNeill declined. 

Delegate McBride moved that Secretary cast 
the unanimous vote of the Convention tor 
Fox and Lloyd. 


Delegate Mc- 


Delegate I,loyd declined in favor of Dele- 
gate McNeill. 

Delegate Smales moved that Secretary cast 
the vote of the Convention for Fox and Mc- 
Neill. 

Carried, and they were declared elected. 

Delegate Myers nominated Delegate Lloyd 
as alternate. 

Delegate Lloyd declined. 

Delegate Sullivan nominated Delegate Penna 
as alternate. 

Declined. 

Delegate Keefe nominated Delegate Lennon. 

Delegate Woodbury 
Kidd. 

Declined. 


nominated Delegate 


Delegate Lown nominated Delegate Elderkin. 

Declined. 

Delegate Tobin nominated General Secretary 
Eaton, of the Boot and Shoe Workers Union. 











1896] 


Delegate Kidd moved that Delegate Lennon 
be the alternate of President Fox and Delegate 
Eaton be the alternate of Delegate McNeill. 

Carried. 


The President announced that the next Brit- 
ish Trades-union Congress would be held in 
Birmingham, England, on the first Monday 
in September, 1897. 


Nominations for next convention meeting 
place were made. 
Delegate Lloyd nominated Nashville. 


Seconded by Delegate Howard. 


Delegate Mahon nominated Kansas City, Mo. 

Seconded by Delegate Lee Johnson. 

Delegate Penna favored Nashville. 

Delegate Whitaker nominated Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

Delegate Duffy spoke at length in favor of 
Kansas City. 

Delegate White nominated St. Louis. 

Delegate Phillips spoke for Nashville. 

Delegate Kreyling spoke for St. 
Delegate Weismann. 


Louis; also 


The Secretary read telegrams from the Kan- 
sas City Times and Kansas City World, extend- 
ing invitation to that city, and from Hackmen’s 
Union No. 1, to select Nashville. 


Delegate J. Johnson presented invitations 
from the American, the Banner, the Sun, the 
City Council, the Board of Public Works, the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Mayor of Nash- 
ville, the Governor of Tennessee and the 
Tennessee Centennial Directors to select Nash- 
ville. 

A roll call vote resulted as follows: 

Nashville—Sidener, Lagnis), 


McGuire, Yarnell, Leslie, ¢ 
nell, Mason (8), 


Tobin, Lloyd, 
xompers, Tracey, Der- 
McFadden, Duncan, Marr, 
Barrett, Phillips, O’Connell, Ashe, Warner, 
Penna, McBride, McBryde, er, Valentine, 
Keough, Schmalz, Sullivan, J. H., Elliot, John- 
son, J., Furuseth, Elderkin, an Howard, 
Lennon, Christopherson, Prescott, Hirsh, Sulli- 
van, D. J., Morrison, Pallard, Kidd, Wood- 
bury, O’Sullivan, Fitzgerald, Rist, Blair, Cul- 
linane, Noonan, Rudd, R. G., Shyrock, Henry, 
Hart, Murphv, Woods, Rausch, Donnelly, Ew- 
ing, Fahey, Rudd, 3. Beard, Mulholland, 
O'Malley, Timilty, Weil—1618. 

Kansas City—Lown (9), Murray, Schlecht, 
ohnson, L., Luce, Mason (8), Garland, Keefe, 


homas, Mahon, Myers, O’Donnell, Silver, 
Findlay, Hedderich, Duffy, Beyer, Call, Sloan, 
Plunkett, Frietsch, Sarginson, Burman, 


aaa DeLong, Daggett, Hogan, Kelly, P.— 
330. 

St. Louis—Weismann, Bechtold, Quayle, 
Kelly, J. T., White, H., Larger, Cowell, White, 
J., Kreyling, Tomsen, Crook—233. 

Salt Lake City—Whitaker, Kenehan, Boyce, 
Clifford, Warde, Svinseth—244. 
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Report of the Committee on the Eight-hour 
Movement: 

Mr. President and Fellow Delegates—Your 
committee to whom was referred so much of 
the president’s address as related to the eight- 
hour movement have attended to their duty and 
respectfully submit their report. We commend 
that the executive council render every aid in 
their power to defend the constitutionality of 
the eight-hour movement in Utah. 

We, therefore, submit that the recommenda- 
tion of the president, hereinafter enumerated, 
be adopted by this convention, and that all 
parties therein enumerated and the whole con- 
stituency of American Federation of Labor, 
give to this campaign their heartiest support: 

That the executive officers of each national 
or international union recommend to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, a_ representative of 
its organization who may reside in the city in 
which the headquarters of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor may be located, these to con- 
stitute an advisory board. 

That these representatives hold regular meet- 
ings at least once a month, at such time and 
place as the officers of the Federation may pro- 
vide, and that all officers of the Federation who 
can should be required to attend these meetings 
and conduct the official duties thereof. 

That the conclusions of these conferences 
shall not be binding unless approved by the 
Executive Council of the Federation. 

That the president, by and with the consent 
of the executive council, select some one to as- 
sist him in the performance of his duties; 
that is, in his correspondence, in editing the 
American Federationist, and to temporarily 
take his place during his absence from head- 
quarters, and to perform such other duties as 
may be required in the interest of the move- 
ment. 

(In reference to this paragraph we re- 
spectfully submit it to the executive council 
with power to act.) 

That a series of simultaneous mass meet- 
ings be held by the wage workers of the entire 
country, preferably on public holidays. The 
dates suggested are as follows: February 22nd 
(Washington’s Birthday); May 1st, May 30th 
(Decoration Day); July 4th (Independence 
Day); September 6th (Labor Day); November 
24th ‘(Thanksgiving eve); further meetings to 
be determined upon by the convention of 1897. 


The appointment of special organizers as 
recommended under another heading of this 
report. 

The issuance of pamphlets, circulars, and 
other literature upon the advantages of the 
shorter work-day. 

To generally request all public speakers, 


newspapers, and the labor press, to make the 
aims and purposes of eight-hour movement the 
theme of a simultaneous discourse. 

The issuance of circulars to the employers 
generally and directly, requesting the conces- 
sion of the eight-hour work-day. 

The appointment of committees by local cen- 
tral bodies and local trade-unions to wait upon 
employers with a view of securing the eight- 
hour work-day without cessation of wor 

That the officers of national, international, 
and local trade-unions furnish data as to the 
progress made in the matter of organization 


and preparation for the inauguration of a 
general movement to reduce the hours of 
labor. 


That this convention will recommend to all 
organizations that an effort be made to secure 
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a reduction in the hours of labor at as early a 
time as possible, and particularly during the 
spring of May 1, 1897. 

With a keen sense of the responsibility 
resting upon us; with a recognition of the ne- 
cessity of our action, we call upon all workers 
to organize in the unions of their respective 
trades. We earnestly seek the sincere co-op- 
eration of all fair-minded men and women of 
our time, and declare openly and unequivocally 
our purpose to demand the general enforce- 
ment of the eight-hour work-day, May 1, 1898, 
and to that end we shall bend our every effort. 

In line with our eight-hour movement your 
committee finds that since last convention of 
this body the executive council has had _ pre- 
pared suitable amendments to the existing 
federal eight-hour law to meet objections raised 
by Atorneys-General Miller and Olney, that 
the above law as amended has been presented to 
Congress and is at the present time awaiting ac- 
tion by the Committee on Labor of the House 
of Representatives. We therefore recommend 
that the executive council take such action, 
immediately after adjournment of this conven- 
tion, as will provide for a suitable com- 
mittee of two members of the A. F. of L. 
immediately going to the national capital to 
urge the passage of said bills as amended, 
through the committee stages and congress. 

In submitting these recommendations our 
committee will be false to their duty should 
they fail to call your attention to the import- 
ance of the questions involved. 

The agitation for the reduction of the hours 
of labor commencing at the dawn of the nine- 
teenth century, was largely the inspiring cause 
of the organizations of labor in the trade un- 
ions, and every subsequent agitation of this 
question has resulted in the establishment of 
new unions and an increase in the membership 
and funds of the old union. 

‘he old ten-hour movement was largely hu- 
manitarian. The eight-hour movement is 
largely economic. The trade-unions are 
founded upon the basic principle of the eight- 
hour philosophy. It is a class movement. It is 
the common ground upon which the industrial 
and social forces of reform meet and fraternize’ 
It is the universal movement of humanity. 
Wherever men and women toil in congregated 
industries and enterprises the movement for 
shorter hours is the slogan of their advance- 
ment. 

The instinct of the wage-workers, as mani- 
fest in history of the movement, shows that 
their instinct of protection and advancement 
were wiser than the theories of political econ- 
omists. Less hours of work had proved to 
be the most effective method of increasing the 
purchasing power of a day’s work. 

he philosophy or law of the eight-hour 
movement can not be too often repeated. The 
laborers having lost the power to sell the fro- 
ducts of their habor have become wage-slaves, 
because they are compelled to sell their labor 
on time. The withholding of time from the 
market of labor increases the value of each 
hour sold; distributes the hour of work to 
those without work; increases the wages or 
purchasing power of the day’s work through 
the natural laws that govern the distribution ‘of 
wealth; hours thus released from toil furnish 
the opportunity of leisure, enhance the value of 
the man educated through leisure; the moral 
forces thus quickened into new activities will 
thus abolish those vices and crimes consequent 
upon the inequitable distribution of wealth and 
opportunity. 
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The increase in purchasing power diminishes 
the profits of labor, thus gradually and scien- 
tificially bringing the laborer up to the power 
of a free contracting party, and finally re- 
stores him to the opportunity to sell the pro- 
duct of his labor and become a free man. 

The eight-hour philosophy deals with men 
in the conditions that surround them and lifts 
the class of wage-workers out of wage condi- 
tions, and thus inaugurates, through peaceful 


method, the new era of manhood and woman- 
hood emancipated — oa fare’ 
xEO. FE. EILL, 
TOUN H. MURR AY 
ENDWARD HIRSCH, 
e JAMES DUNCAN. 


Ordered printed and deferred. 

Delegate Elderkin for the Committee on 
Grievances reported that they reaffirmed the 
position already, taken in the case of the In- 
ternational Tin, Sheet Iron and_ Cornice 
Workers. 

A communication 
Woodard, 
tive to organized laborers. 

Cincinnati, December 18, 1896. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Sixteenth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed 
eration of Labor: ; 2 

Your committee appointed to investigate 
“The Armour Packing Co. boycott of Kansas 
City, Mo.,” do most respectfully submit the 
following report: 

We find that the first trouble under con- 
sideration grew out of a demand by the sta- 
tionary Firemen, No. 6406, of _Armourdale, 
Kansas, and that at that time firemen were 
sent from Armour & Co., of Chicago, to take 
the place of said employes, and that after a 
compromise had. been made, that said Ar- 
mour Packing Co. of Kansas City, did dis- 
charge employes for belonging to this union; 


Organizer C. E. 
Texas, was read rela- 


from 
of Galveston, 


that discriminations were made subsequently 
against the members of the Anchor Federal 
Labor Union No. 6540, Kaw Valley Beef 


Butchers, No. 6496, and Pork Butchers, No. 
6433; that the action of those unions declaring 
said company unfair was endorsed by the in- 
dustrial council of Kansas City; and that the 
endorsement of said boycott by the American 
Federation of Labor is hereby sanctioned by 
this committee. 

We have the best of evidence that the cor- 
porations of the Armour Packing Co., of 
Kansas, and Armour & Company of Chicago, 
are working in conjunction with each other. 
and that the Chicago Company is disposing, ‘of 
part of the products of the Kansas City 
house; the meat is shipped to Chicago by the 
Kansas City house and placed on the market 
through same. portion of the tags on the 
sheep now used in the Kansas City house 
are the same used in Chicago. That Phillip D. 
Armour, of Chicago, did, in 1893, superintend 
personally and through his agents, the Kan- 
sas City plant; and that newspaper reports, at 
that time undisputed. claimed the two com- 
panies identical and that no denial of the same 
was made previous to the time of the trouble 
referred to, and a boycott declared on the Kan- 
sas City house. 

Your committee recommend that the incom- 
ing executive council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be instructed to print and 
circulate circulars setting forth the facts in 
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this matter, signed by the organizations in- 
terested, with the endorsement of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; that the expense of 
printing be borne by the organizations inter- 
ested; provided, however, that if it be found 
that the treasuries of these organizations are 
inadequate to meet the expense. that this 
amount may be taken from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor treasury. 
aati id submitted, 

. H. SIDENER, Secretary. 

Ss. CHRISTOPHERSON, 


E 
B. > a. ARGER, 
LOU SCHLECHT, 
GR: Nr LUCE. 
Deferred. 
Your Committee on Communication from 


Huttig Bros., of Muscatine. Ia., beg leave to 
submit the following report: 

We recommend that owing to the low wages 
and extraordinary severe conditions of em- 
ployment that obtain in the wood-working fac- 
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tories of various states, that the incoming ex- 
ecutive council be instructed to co-operate with 
the officers of the Amalgamated Wood-workers 
International Union with the view of thor- 
oughly organizing the states in question; and 
that in the meanwhile the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be requested 
to place himself in ‘communication with the 
firm of Huttig Bros., recommending that their 
factory be unionized, and that the stamp of the 
Wood-workers Union be adopted, so that fair- 
minded contractors and interested parties may 
be assured that their products are made under 
fair conditions. 
Respectfully we YN 
Lf FE. 


AUSCH, 
J. sv INDSETH, 
é EORGE F. DAGGETT. 


Delegate Lennon moved to adjourn to meet 
at 7:30 p. m. 

Withdrawn. 

Adjourned at 5:30 o’clock. 


SIXTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Saturday, December 19, 1896. 
Called to order at 9:75, President Gompers 
in the chair. 
Roll Call. 


Absent—Luce, McFadden, Penna, McBryde, 


Mullen, Sullivan, J. H., Johnson, J., Mahon, 
White, J., Prescott, Sullivan, D. J., Kidd, 
Woodbury, Rist, Findlay, Hedderich, Duffy, 
Hart, Beyer, Murphy, Wood, Plunkett, Sar- 
ginson, Burman, Donnelly. Ewing, Dorre, 
Svindseth, Walsh, Weil, Rauchfleisch. 
Minutes dispensed with. 

The Committee on Report of Executive 


Council reported that they had referred the 
question of granting a charter to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians to the Conven- 
tion without recommendation. 

Delegate Tracey moved to approve action of 
the Executive Council. 

Delegate Kreyling asked if there was any 
protest, and was 
the President making a 
circumstances. ~ 


informed in the negative, 


statement of the 


The motion was adopted. 


The Committee on Organization reported as 
follows: 
3y Delegate J. T. Kelly: The National 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers ask the as- 
sistance of all organizers of the A. F. of L. 
in organizing unions of electrical workers and 
will pay said organizers $15 for each union or- 
ganized with fifteen or more members, and 
call special attention to Pittsburg, Schenectady, 
and Lynn, where fifty cents each will be paid 
for each bona fide member organized, and re- 
quest the co-operation and assistance of the 


executive council in 


organizing the electrical 
workers in the 


three cities named. 


Approved. Adopted. 
Delegate Furuseth asked permission to in- 
troduce the following. 


_ RESOLVED, That the executive council be 
instructed to renew its best efforts to obtain 
the pardon of Ephraim Clark, now in Thomas- 
town jail, Maine. 


Adopted. 


Delegate Mason offered a resolution on in- 
dependent unions in state and central bodies 
to take out charters from national unions be- 
fore January 1, 1897. Referred. 

The Committee on Organization resumed: 

3y Delegate Keefe: 

WHEREAS, The International Longshore- 


men’s Association is endeavoring to organize 
the longshoremen on the sea cost; and, 


WHEREAS, We believe that the organizers 
of the ‘American Federation of Labor and the 
officers of the national organizations affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor should 
be of great assistance to the International 
Longshoremen’s Association in the organizing 
of the longshoremen on the sea coast; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the offters of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor communicate with 
the various organizers and officers of the 
different national organizations for the purpose 
of having them do all in their power toward 
organizing the longshoremen, and have them 
affiliate with the International Longshoremen’s 
Association. 

Approved. Adopted. 


Delegate Fitzgerald offered a resolution call- 
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ing for the formation and chartering of union 
label leagues. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

The Committee on Organization resumed: 


By Delegate Sullivan: 

RESOLVED, That unions in arrears for 
dues to state branches of the Federation shall 
be regarded as-in bad standing in local central 
bodies. 

Ruled out. 

Delegate Kenehan moved that the case of 
the Tin, Sheet Iron and Cornice Workers be 
taken up and the organization be given a hear- 
ing. Carried. 

Delegate Kreyling moved that the Executive 
Council take such action as is necessary to 
secure the co-operation of the Musicians Union 
in settling the difficulty of the theatrical stage 
employes of St. Louis. 

Carried. 

The report of the Grievance Committee on 
the Tin, Sheet Iron and Cornice Workers was 
then taken up and President Ryan, of that 
organization admitted. 

The Chair stated the question was to en- 
dorse the report; that the action of the New 
York Convention be reaffirmed. 

President Ryan then spoke at length, giving 
a history of the case and the charge pending, 
which was that a charter had been issued by 
his organization to a union of tinners in New 
York City who were alleged to be unfair, and 
they had refused to revoke the charter, for 
which they were expelled from the Federation. 
He defended their artion, which was largely 
due to the fact that an independent union of 
tinners in New York had refused to join the 
national body and had prevented their mem- 
bers from working in New York City. He was 
willing, however, to instruct their secretary 
to revoke the charter of local No. 102, the 
union in question, and would make request on 
the independent local to take out charter. 


Delegate Valentine asked if he would do 
this, go back to St. Louis, have charter of No. 
102 annulled and ask independent union to 


take out charter. 
President Ryan said he had consented to do 
this in the Grievance Committee session. 
Delegate Valentine said he was. satisfied. 
Such action would settle the difficulty. 


President Ryan then read the following, 
which he had suggested to the committee: 

An agreement in and between the represen- 
tatives of the Iron Moulders International 
Union and the International Union of Tin and 
Sheet Iron Workers, as follows: 

First—That the International Union of Tin 
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and Sheet Iron Workers withdraw charter 
No. 102, of New York City. 

Second—That the Tin cal Sheet Iron Work- 
ers International Union proceed to reorganize 
New York City into one union. 

Third—That the members who have com- 
mitted offenses and have fines hanging over 
them for scabbing shall have to be initiated 
after the reorganizing, as the new organization 
is to have the power to inflict such fines as it 
sees fit. 

December 17, 1896. 

He further stated he had a letter from Pres- 
ident Gompers authorizing the granting of a 
chagter to No. 102, to which the President 
replied he had not said one word of commenda- 
tion in connection with the granting of the 
charter. It was the mistaken policy of the 
International Tin, Sheet ron and Cornice 
Workers which caused the difficulty. They had 
made a mistake and were unwilling to rectify 
it. 

Delegate Lennon said the men in No. 102 
had taken strike benefits from the independent 
union and then returned to work, for which 
they were expelled. Their charter should be 
revoked. 

Delegate Warner said the charter should be 
annulled, and the men be called upon to make 
restitution. 

Delegate Kreyling said the charter should be 
revoked. 

Delegate Valentine wanted it to go on record 
that the moulders’ organization was not fight- 
ing a national union; they had endeavored to 
get the independent union to affiliate, but the 
charter of No. 102 had always been cited. 

The previous question was ordered and the 
report of the Grievance Committee, as follows, 
was adopted unanimously: 

We, the Committee on Griveance, after 
hearing the case of the ‘Tin and Sheet Iron 
Workers, referred by the Credential Commit- 
tee, have heard the evidence on both sides and 
perused the many letters bearing on the case. 
We fail to find any cause to alter the decision 
of the previous convention. 

We therefore recommend that the said Tin 
and Sheet Iron Workers shall comply with the 
New York decision of the A. F. of L. before 
they receive recognition from the A, F. of L. 

T. J. ELDERKIN, 
JESSE JOHNSON, 
ED. BOYCE, 

W. D. MAHON, 
ROADY KENE TIAN. 

The Grievance Committee reported on the 
following, presented by Delegate Keefe, recom- 
mending that Mr. Payne be given a hearing: 


sy J. H. Payne, representative: 


WHEREAS, The United Order of Box Mak- 
ers and Sawyers of Chicago had applied for a 
charter to the American Federation of Labor 
in February of the present year, and received 
a reply from the Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor, that the general Secretary 

















1896] 


of Amalgamated Wood-workers enters objec- 
tions and claims that they have jurisdiction 
over that craft; and, 

WHEREAS, The Box Makers and Sawyers 
of Chicago cannot see where the said claims 
are just and fair to their body, as it is an old 
and well-organized union and controls the box 
trade by its organization, we respectfully ask 
of your convention now assembled to give us 
a hearing in regard to our case 

Delegate Kidd moved that Mr. Payne be 
granted the privilege of addressing the Conven- 
tion. Ordered. 

Mr. Payne said his organization was at one 
time affiliated with the Knights of Labor, but 
had withdrawn and formed the United Order 
of Box Makers, since which time they had ac- 
complished wonders in their trade. The Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor had refused them a 
charter upon request of Amalgamated Wood- 
workers. He could not see where the latter’s 
claim came in. His organization included 
paper box makers, cigar box makers and 
others. The Amalgamated Wood-workers had 
given the National Tobacco Workers permis- 
sion to take in tobacco box makers. They had 
a label well established, and are connected with 
every movement in Chicago for the interest of 
labor. He had the honor to be President of 
the new central body, put would be denied 
recognition if they did not get a charter. 

Delegate Kidd replied that the case of the 
tobacco box makers was that he had consented 
to such local union joining the National Tobacco 
Workers when the latter was formed to avoid 
friction. They never tried to force anybody 
to join their but had said the box 
makers would recognize it would be to their 
advantage in time. Only last week they had 
signed an agreement unionizing fifty-one fac- 
tories in Chicago, and established a scale they 
never had before, as well as securing walking 
delegate privileges. 


union, 


Delegate Mahon moved that the position of 


the officers of the Federation be reaffirmed, 


and that we refuse to grant a charter to the 
box makers. Carried. 

Delegate Silver wanted construction upon 
Art. XII, Sec. 2, of the Constitution, which 


said national unions should instruct locals to 
join central bodies. Was it obligatory? 

The President replied that the American Fed- 
eration of Labor was a voluntary organization, 
but when we declared for a certain view it was 
expected that it should be lived up to. The 
only thing we can do is to enforce by ex- 
pulsion. 

The Grievance Committee reported on the 
case of the American Agents Association and 
the Canvassers Union, of Cincinnati, reaffirm- 
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ing their previous recommendation that the 
latter should affiliate with the former. 

Adopted. 

Typographia No. 7, of New York, sent a 
communication, stating that the grand jury had 
preferred charges of criminal libel against them 
because of boycotting Voelcher Bros., publish- 
ers. Two of their members had been arrested. 


The report of the Eight-hour Committee was 
then taken up, and the suggestions contained 
in the president’s report were adopted, with the 
exception of the suggestion for a mass meeting 
for May 30, which was stricken out, and that 
two members of the American Federation of 
Labor be elected by the Convention instead of 
appointed by the Executive Council, to visit 
Congress, the latter amendment being carried 
by a vote of 34 to 33. 

Delegate Lennon moved that they serve for 
such time as the Executive Council shall direct. 

Delegate Cullinane amended that they be sub- 
ject to the of the Executive Council. 
Carried. 

Delegate Lennon moved that in order to ef- 
ficiently carry out the recommendation of the 
committee a special levy of five cents shall be 
declared of all affiliated 
unions, which levy shall be paid on or before 
April 1, 1897. 

Delegate Kelly opposed the motion. 
zations could not afford it. 

Delegate moved to amend to 
two cents. 

Delegate Phillips thought five cents was too 
small. 

Delegate Myers would prefer an increase of 
dues. He desired the matter referred to the 
referendum. 

Delegate Kidd favored five cents. 

Delegate Yarnell favored five cents. 

Delegate Furuseth said that $1,000 would be 
all that was necessary. 


order 


upon each member 


Organi- 


Tracey read 


Delegate Tobin moved to amend to read one 
cent. e 

Delegate O'Donnell opposed the entire move- 
ment and desired to go on record against an 
assessment for lobbying purposes. 
said there was a matter he 
to bring before the Convention, and 
introduced Delegate Lioyd, who with appropri- 
ate remarks, presented to Fraternal Delegate 
Samuel Woods a diamond charm and to John 
Mallinson a gold watch. 

Delegates Wood and Mallinson responded 
feelingly, and tendered their appreciation of 
the offering as well as for the kind treatment 
they had received while in America. 


The President 
desired 


Adjourned at 12:45 o'clock. 
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SIXTH DAY.—Afternoon Session. 


Called to order at 2:20, Vice-President O’- 
Connell in the chair. 

Absent—Tracey, Mason, McFadden, Larger, 
Barrett, Penna, Boyce, Valentine, Mullen, Sul- 
livan, J. H., Elliott, Thomas, Johnson, Fa 
Elderkin, Christopherson, Prescott, Morrison, 
Kidd, O’Sullivan, Rist, Noonan, Shyrock, Dag- 
gett, Ewing, Dorre, Crook, Walsh, Rauch- 
fleisch. 

Delegate Myers asked if the Granite Cutters 
by referendum failed to adopt the assessment 
what effect would it have upon that organiza- 
tion. 

The Chair stated he would not attempt to 
construe matters until adopted. 

Delegate Kelly asked, if the union did not 
vote for the assessment would it be liable to 
fine, and the Chair replied negatively. 

The roll call upon the motion to levy an as- 
sessment resulted as follows: 

Vote on five cent assessment: 

For—l,uce, Kenehan, Cowell, Boyce, Clifford, 
Lennon, Christopherson, Kidd, Rist, Findlay, 
Cullinane, McNeill, Donnelly, Beard, O’ Malley, 
Weil, Kelly, P.—300. 

Against—Sidener, Weismann, Town, Tobin, 
Murray, Bechtold, Schlecht, Johnson, L,., 
Quayle, Lloyd, McGuire, Yarnell, Leslie, 
Gompers, Tracey, Dernell, Whitaker, Mason, 
Kelly, J. ‘T., Duncan, Marr, Phillips, Garland, 
Keefe, O’Connell, Ashe, Warner, McBride, 
McBryde, Askew, Black, Valentine, Keough, 
Schmalz, Mullen, Sullivan, J. H., Elliott, 
Thomas, Fureseth, Evans, White, J., Prescott, 
Hirsh, Sullivan, D. J., Morrison. Pollard, O’- 
Sullivan, Fitzgerald, Myers, Silver, Warde, 
Blair, Hedderich, Kreyling, Rudd, R. G., 
Henry, Rausch, Smales, Tomsen, De Long, 
Daggett, Fahey, Rudd, W. G., Svindseth, Ho- 
gan, Timilty—1871. 

Vote on two cent. asse 'ssment : 

For—Bechtold, Schlecht, McGuire, Yarnell, 
Tracey, Kelly, J.' ’ sarrett, Phillips, Cowell, 
Boyce, Clifford, Schmalz, Sullivan, J. H., 
Elliott, Howard, Lennon, Christopherson, Kidd, 
Woodbury, O'Sullivan, Fitzgerald, Rist, Findlay, 
Blair, Hedder ich, Cullinane, Kreyling, Rudd, R. 


G., Shyrock, Henry, Rausch, Smales, Tomsen, 
De Long, McNeill, Donnelly, Daggett, Rudd, 
W. G., Beard, Mulholland, Crook, O'Malley, 


Timilty, Weil, Kelly, P.—66s. 


Against—Sidener, Weismann, Lown, Tobin, 
Murray, Johnson, I,., Quayle, Lloyd, Leslie, 
Luce, Gompers, Dernell, Whitaker, Mason, 


I Juncan, Marr, Kenehan, Garland, Keefe, O’- 
commen, Ashe, Warner, Penna, McBride, Mc- 
Bryde, Askew, Black, Valentine, Keough, 


Thomas, Furuseth, Elderkin, 
Prescott, Hirsh, Sullivan, Dz. J., 
Silver, Warde, Fahey, 


Evans, White, J., 


Pollard, Myers, 
Svindseth, Hogan—tsro. 


Vote on one cent assessment: 


For—Sidener, Weismann, ‘Tobin, Murray, 
Bechtold, Schlecht, Johnson, L,., Quayle, 
Lloyd, McGuire, Yarnell, Leslie, oy ao 
Tracey, Dernell, Whitaker, Mason, Kelly, ; a 
Duncan, arr, Jarrett, Phillips, aR 
Keefe, O’Connell, Ashe, Warner, Penna, Mc- 


3oyce, Clifford, Black, 
Sullivan, J. ‘ 
Elderkin, Evans, 


Brigle, McBryde, Askew, 
Valentine, Keough, Schmalz, 
Elliott, Thomas, Furuseth, 
Howard, Lennon, Christopherson, WwW hite, J., 
Morrison, Pollard, Woodbury, O’Sullivan , 
Fitzgerald, Rist, Silver, Duffy, Cullinane, Krey-* 


ling, Rudd, R. G., Shyrock, Henry, Rausch, 
Smales, Tomsen, De ong, McNeill, Donnelly, 
Daggett, Rudd, W. G., Beard, Svindseth, Mul- 
holland, Crook, Hogan, O’Malley, Weil—1952. 
Against—Lown, [uce, Kenehan, Cowell, 
Prescott, Hirsh, Sullivan, D. J., Kidd, Myers, 
Findlay, Blair, Timilty, Kelly, P.—327. 


The Chair declared the motion to levy an 
assessment of one cent was adopted. 

The report of the committee on eight hours 
was adopted as a whole. 

Delegate Kidd stated that all unions having 
labels would meet at the Dennison House on 
Sunday morning at 10 o’clock. 

The Chair stated that during the Convention 
national unions had been formed of coremak- 
ers, bicycle workers, butchers and engineers, 
and applications would be made for charters. 

Delegate Smales said they had formulated a 
constitution for the engineers subject to the 
approval of all organizations when application 
would be made for charter. 

Delegate O'Sullivan said that the engineers’ 
unions of Boston and Quincy, Massachusetts, 
would affiliate. 

A telegram was received from the auditor of 
the Tennessee Centennial Exposition express- 
ing satisfaction at the action of the Convention 
in selecting Nashville for 
asking if the date could be changed to occur 
during the centennial. 


meeting place and 


Delegate Fahey said the working people did 
not want it changed, as the centennial would 
monopolize attention, to the detriment of the 
Convention and the movement. 

A telegram was received from J. P. MeDon- 
nell, chairman of the New Jersey Federation 
of Trade Unions tendering fraternal greetings. 

The following was presented: 

Your committee appointed to consider ‘and 
report i. R. 268, known as the Erdman Arbi- 
tration Bill, reports as follows: 

We have’ carefully ex xamined the bill and we 
find: 1st. There is no provision in the bill em- 
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powering the Court of Arbitration to adminis- 
ter oaths or compel the attendance of witnesses. 

2d. We are satisfied that the powers con- 
ferred by the bill would, if enacted into law, 
extend to all persons employed by common car- 
riers. . 

3d. Under the fifth section of the bill it is 
provided that individual workmen can make 
a contract to arbitrate any differences that may 
arise between themselves and their employers; 
this we believe would result in the destruction 
of organization among those employed in inter- 
state commerce. 

4th. Under the terms of the bill an employer 
can discharge a workman at any time, but the 
workmen cannot exercise a corresponding right 
to leave employment at any time. 

sth. The bill repeals the existing law which 
provides for an official investigation into the 
causes of trouble arising between common car- 
riers and their employees. 

Your committee therefore recommends that 
this Convention reaffirm the position taken by 
the Fifteenth Annual Convention upon the 
question of arbitration bills, as follows: ‘ 

WHEREAS, Various so-called arbitration 
bills were introduced in the last Congress; and, 

WHEREAS, Those bills were compulsory 
either in whole or in their provisions for obe- 
dience to the decision of the arbitrators; and, 

WHEREAS, Any law which will compel men 
to work within these United States against 
their will is subversive of the fundamental 
principles upon which the Republic is founded; 


and, 

WHEREAS, We hold the right to quit work 
at any time to be absolute and inalienable; 
therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention assembled do most 
earnestly and emphatically protest against any 
so-called arbitration bill, which would in any 
way by contract or otherwise make it an of- 
fense under the law to quit employment, at 
any time or for any reason deemed sufficient 
by the worker himself. 

And that the Executive Council be instructed 
to oppose the enactment of H. R. 268 (known 
as the Erdman Arbitration Bill) into law, by 
every honorable means in its power. 

FRANK LL. RIST, Chairman, 
JAMES MURPHY, 
THOMAS POLLARD, 
ROBERT ASTIE, 

O. EK. WOODBURY. 

Delegate Iennon could not endorse the bill 
nor the report, as he did not wish to offend the 
railway organizations. It would he best to 
move to strike out all 
ete. 


ignore it. He would 
after “that this Convention reaffirm,” 

Delegate Ashe opposed the bill. It applied to 
trades not mentioned; cutters 
working on bridges would be liable to its pro- 
visions. It was the most insidious piece of 
legislation that ever came from the brain of 
man. 


even stone 


Delegate Garland suggested that we desig- 


nate the necessary amendments. 

Delegate Tracey offered the following sub- 
stitute: 

That this Convention cannot approve the bill 
H. R. 268, commonly known as the Erdman 
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Arbitration Bill, while it retains the provisions 
hereinbefore mentioned. 

Accepted by Lennon. 

Delegate Furuseth was emphatically opposed 
to the bill. It was far-reaching and retrogres- 
sive. 

The arbitration board would have the power 
to render a verdict which could be enforced by 
the United States courts in equity. Individ- 
uals could also contract under it and thus sign 
away their rights. Are we thus prepared to say 
we will put this temptation in their way to 
sign into slavery? It was a preconcerted con- 
spiracy to deprive organizations of the power 
which they now have. It was originally 
framed by Attorney General Olney and _ pro- 
vides for injunction. 

Delegate Mahon protested against the bill. 

Delegate Valentine moved to refer back to 
committee with instruction, in conjunction with 


the Ptesident, to obtain legal construction of 
H. R. 268. 


The previous question was called for and 
carried. 


Delegate Woodbury protested against closing 
debate before he, a member of the committee, 
could be heard. 

The motion to defer was carried. 

The Committee on Law, 
Duncan, reported as follows: 
, Tome commeiins organized, with P. J. Me- 
Guire, chairman, and James Duncan, secretary, 
and submits the following as its report: 

Resolution by Delegate O’Connell. as follows: 
Add Sections 8 and 9 to Art. XIII, to read as 
follows: 

Sec. 8. It shall be unlawful for a member of 
any organization affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor to work at any trade other 
than his own that may likewise be affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, or to 
hold any position in any trade other than his 
own, unless he is in possession of a membership 
card belonging to the organization of the trade 
in which he wishes to work or hold a position. 
_ See. 9. Any affiliated body knowingly allow- 
ing any of its members to transgress the pre- 
ceding section shall be suspended from_ the 
American Federation of Labor by order of the 
President thereof, with the consent of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, and that any body being so 
suspended shall be debarred from all rights, 
recognition and benefits, until such time as 
they comply with the letter and spirit of this 
law; providing, however, that this law shall 
not operate to prevent mutual agreements be- 
tween organizations affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor covering such cases. 

Committee reports that it is inexpedient to 
legislate on the subject. 

Concurred in. 

An unsigned resolutiow was considered, read- 
ing as follows: 

To amend last section of constitution to read 
majority” instead of “two-thirds vote.” 


through Delegate 
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The committee returns the same with an un- 
favorable report. 

Concurred in. 

By Delegate McNeill: 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby author- 
ized and. empowered to appoint from the dele- 
gates whose credentials are not contested, a 
_, Committee on Credentials; said committee to 

meet at least one day before the opening of the 
Convention. 

Your committee reports as a substitute that 
Art. III, Sec. 3, be altered by striking out the 
word “credentials” in the stcond line; and 
that Art. IV, Sec. 4, read as follows: 


Section 4. The President shall direct the 
chief executive officers of three national or in- 
ternational unions, at least ten days previous to 
the holding of the annual Convention, to ap- 
point one delegate each from their respective 
delegations elect, who shall serve as a financial 
and credential committee. This committee 
shall meet at the place for holding the Conven- 
tion three days prior to the Convention, and 
they shall audit the accounts of the Federation 
for the preceding twelve months, and report 
upon credentials immediately upon the open- 
ing of the Convention. The expense of said 
committee shall be paid out of the funds of the 
Federation. 


Concurred in. 


By Delegate Rudd, of Toledo Central Labor 
Union: 
Amend Article X to read: 


Section 1. All members of national, inter- 
national or local bodies affiliated with the Fed- 
eration shall pay the sum of one cent per week 
into a defense fund, to be held by this Federa- 
tion. 

Sec. 2. Any national, international or local 
union affiliated with this Federation whose 
members may be involved in a strike or lockout 
that has been approved by the Executive Coun- 
cil of this Federation, shall be entitled to draw 
on this fund any sum not exceeding five dol- 
lars ($5.00) per week for each member in- 
volved; or as the Executive Council may de- 
termine. 

Sec. 3. Any national, international or local 
union connected with this Federation failing to 
comply with the requirements of Section 1 of 
this article, within a period of thirty days, 
shall be suspended from any benefits accruing 
therefrom, and shall not be ‘reinstated until all 
arrearages are paid in full. 

Sec. 4. No affiliated body of the American 
Federation of Labor shall be entitled to benefits 
from the defense fund of this Federation until 
they have been three months affiliated, have 
paid three months’ per capita to the Federation 
and are in good standing in the defense fund. 

Your committee reports unfavorably. 


Concurred in. 


By John Phillips, United Hatters of America: 
To amend Section 1 of Article III of the 


constitution: Strike out the word “December” 
a line and insert instead the word 
“May 


Your committee returns the same with an 
unfavorable report. 
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Delegate Phillips moved to non-concur in 
order to bring it before the house. He ex- 
plained that he thought a change would be well, 
owing to the season of the year and Christmas 
coming shortly after adjournment; but as it 
required a two-thirds vote he would recall his 
motion. 

Report adopted. 


By Delegate Myers, Baltimore Federation of 
Labor: 

RESOLVED, That it be the sense of this 
body that the law of the same shall be so 
altered as to provide that the elective officers 
of A. F. of L. be elected for a term of two 
years and they shall not be eligible to serve 
for two consecutive terms. P 

Your committee returns the same with an 
unfavorable report. 

Concurred in. 


By Delegates Smales and Tomsen: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
Convention, that all central bodies shall refuse 
to admit delegates representing any Knights of 
Labor assembly, : 

Your committee returns same with an un- 
favorable report, and asks that the matter be 
provided for in Article XII, Section 1, of the 
constitution by inserting “or not connected 
therewith,” after “expelled by,” as follows: 

Section 1. No central labor union or any 
other central body of delegates shall admit to 
their councils delegates from any local organi- 
zation that owes its allegience to any other, 
body, national or international, hostile to any 
affiliated organization, or that has been  sus- 
pended or expelled by, or not connected there- 
with, a national or international organization 
of their trade herein affiliated, under penalty 
of being denied representation in the annual 
Convention of this Federation. 

Concurred in. 


By Delegate Tobin. 

Amend Section 4 Article IV, by adding the 
following: ‘The C Ecsustion reserves the right 
to reject any delegate for cause.’ . 

Your committee returns the same with an un- 
favorable report, the members feeling that the 
Convention already holds that power. 

Concurred in. 

sy Delegate Elliott: 

RESOLVED, That publication 
account be discontinued in the Federationist, 
that the same be published on separate sheets 
and two copies each be furnished to the affil- 
iated bodies on or before the 15th of each 
month. This will enable us to have the financial 
account for the previous month which cannot 
now be had owing to the Federationist appear- 
ing on the first of the, month. 

Your committee returns the same with un- 
favorable report. 


of financial 


Concurred in. 

By Delegate Silver, 
Central 
quarters: 


Washington (D. C.) 
Labor Union, on location of head- 
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Strike out of Section 5, Article V, the words 
“Indianapolis, Ind.,’’ and insert the words 
“Washington, D. c 


Your committee reports favorably. 


Delegate McBride said there was a minority 


report desiring to retain headquarters just 
where they are. 
Delegate Kenehan moved to strike out 


“Indianapolis.” 

Delegate McBride opposed the motion. 

Delegate Hedderich spoke at length in favor 
of Indianapolis, citing the advantages of the 
city as a railroad center and for general work- 
ing facilities. 

Delegate McBryde asked if struck out would 
it require a two-thirds vote to name the place. 


The Chair replied in the negative. 


Delegate Prescott thought the place should 
be mentioned also. 


Delegate Weismann spoke for Indianapolis. 


Delegate Garland was in favor of moving. 


Delegates McBryde and Mahon against. 


Delegate O’Sullivan was in favor of moving 
to Washington. 


Delegate Gompers spoke at length in favor of 
striking out “Indianapolis,” giving as his rea- 
sons lack of general facilities and news accom- 
modations. 


The roll call on striking out ‘Indianapolis’ 
resulted as follows: 

For—-Lown, Johnson, L., Lloyd, 
Yarnell, Leslie, Luce, Gompers, Tracey, DPer- 
nell, Whitaker, White, H., Larger, Duncan, 
Marr, Kenehan, Barrett, Phillips, Garland, O’- 
Connell, Ashe, Warner, Cowell, Askew, Black, 
Valentine, Keough, Sullivan, J. H., Elliott, 
Furuseth, Elderkin, Evans, Howard, Lennon, 
Christopherson, Prescott, Hirsh, Sullivan, D. 
J., Morrison, Pollard, Woodbury, O’Sullivan, 
Myers. O'Donnell, Silver, Warde, Cullinane, 
Henry, Beyer, Schwartz, Murphy, Woods, 
Sloan, Frietsch, Rausch, McNeill, Donnelly, 
Daggett, Svindseth, Mulholland, Crook, O’Mal- 
ley, Timilty, Kelly, P.—1594. 

Against—Sidener, Weismann, Tobin, Mur- 
ray, Bechtold, Schlecht, Quayle, Mason, aid 
J. Keefe, Penna, McBride, Me Lryde, Boyce, 
Clifford, Schm:z lz, Mahon, Kidd, Fitzgerald, 
Rist, Findlay, fiedderich, Kreyling, Rudd, R. 
G., Shyrock, Hogan—7 30. 


McGuire, 


Delegate Silver moved to insert ‘Washing- 
ton, D. C.”” Seconded by Delegate Marr. 

Delegate Kenehan moved to insert ‘‘Chicago.”’ 
Seconded by Delegate Keefe. 

Delegates McBride and Kelly thought the 
insertion required a two-thirds vote. The 
Chair replied he had already decided it did not. 

Delegate Weismann spoke against Washing- 
ton and Delegate McGuire in favor. 
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Delegate Myers favored Washington. 
Previous question ordered. 


The roll call resulted as follows: 

Washington—Lown, Johnson, I,., Lloyd, Me- 
Guire, Yarnell, Leslie, Gompers, Tracey, Der- 
nell, Whitaker, Kelly, J. T., White, H., Larger, 
Duncan, Marr, Barrett, Phillips, Garland, O’- 
Connell, Ashe, Warner, Penna, McBride, Me- 
Bryde, Askew, Black, Valentine, Keough, 
Schmalz, Sullivan, J. H., Elliott, Thomas, 
Mahon, Furuseth, Evans, Howard, Lennon, 
Christopherson, Hirsh, Sullivan, D. J., Morri- 
son, Pollard, Kidd, Woodbury, * O’Sullivan, 


Fitzgerald, Myers, Rist, Silver, Warde, Duffy, 
Cullinane, Rudd, R. G., Henry, Beyer, Schwartz, 


Murphy, Woods, Sloan, Frietsch, Rausch, Tom- 
sen, Donnelly, Daggett, Rudd, W. G., Svind- 
seth, Mulholland, Crook, O’ Malley—1705. 

Chicago—Sidener, Weismann, Bechtold, 
Schlecht, Quayle, Luce, Mason, Kenehan, 
Keefe, Cowell, Boyce, Clifford, Prescott, Find- 
lay, Hedderich, Kreyling, Kelly, P.—487. 

Delegate Lloyd said President Gompers 
would speak Sunday in Wesley Chapel. 


The President stated that Messrs. Wood and 
Mallinson would leave us this evening. 


Delegate Lloyd moved that we escort them to 


the depot in a body. P 
Delegate Silver moved to amend that a 
committee of five be appointed. Carried. 


The President appointed Delegates Duncan, 
Kelly, J. T., Rist, Fitzgerald and Lloyd. 

Delegate Weismann asked permission to 
substitute a member of his union as alternate, 
as he was about to leave for home, and had 
some resolutions pending. So ordered. 

Delegate Tobin invited delegates to the ball 
of the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union in the 
evening. Accepted. 

President Gompers here stated the time of 
parting with the British delegates had come. 
In doing so he would extend to them the hand- 
shake of good fellowship and fraternity, and 
with regret that the parting must take place. 

Delegate Wood said he never felt or received 
such an amount of kindly feeling and good 
care. He hoped the bond of brotherly feeling 
which had continued the past few years would 
be uninterrupted. He would carry back a 
fragrant recollection of his visit. 

Delegate Mallinson said that he could only 
say good-bye; that he would retain the liveliest 
recollections of his visit. He spoke hopefully 
of the future of the movement. 

Delegate McNeill also desired to say farewell. 

The meeting adjourned with the singing of 
“Auld Lang Syne” in honor of the British 
delegates. 
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SEVENTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Monday, December 21, 1896. 


Convention called to order at 9:10, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

Roll call ordered. 

Absent—Sidener, Lown, Yarnell, Leslie, 


Luce, Tracey, McFadden, Kelly, J. T., Larger, 
Penna, McBryde, Askew, Black, Valentine, 
Thomas, Johnson, J., Mahon, Elderkin, Evans, 
Howard, White, J., Sullivan, D. J., Woodbury, 


Rist, Findlay, Blair, Hedderich, Knecht, Noo- 
nan, Kreyling, Hart, Call, Murphy, Woods, 
Sloan, Plunkett, Sarginson, Burman, Smales, 
Tomsen, Donnelly, Ewing, Dorre, Fahey, 
Svindseth, Crook, Timilty, Rauchfleisch, 


Kelly, P. 
Reading of the minutes dispensed with. 


The Credential Committee reported favorably 
upon the name of Jacob Kreig as a substitute 
for Henry Weismann, who had to be relieved. 
Adopted. 


Law reported on an 
Daggett referring to 
resolutions, which was, 
referred back for further 
consideration. . 
The committee resumed: 


The Committee on 
amendment of Delegate 
the introduction of 
after some debate, 


By Delegate Fitzgerald: 

WHEREAS, We recognize in the union label 
the mainstay of trade unions, and that the best, 
most far-reaching and most earnest way of 
educating and advocating the union labels is 
through the organization of active label leagues; 
therefore, : ; 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor recognize this form of organization, 
impress upon the minds of ae in report- 
ing to their constituents the necessity of orga- 
nizing and maintaining label leagues, and that 
this body instruct the newly-elected officers to 
grant charters to local, district, and state label 
leagues. 

Your committee reports inexpedient to legis- 
late, as all label trades are now represented in 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Concurred in. 





3y Delegate Kreyling: 

Amendment to Article IV. Add to Section 6: 
* bay any person not actively engaged at his 

r her, trade, or directly engaged by his or her 
en.’ 

Your committee returns the same with an 
unfavorable report, as the matter is already 
provided for in Art. IV, Sec. 6. 

Concurred in. 


By Delegate Johnson: 


WHEREAS, Sec. I, Art. X, of the constitu- 
tion, provides a method of raising revenue for 
assistance in strikes, lockouts, etc., when prop- 
erly endorsed by the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor; and, 

WHEREAS, Past experience has proven that 
there is urgent necessity for either a defense 
fund or a more liberal application of funds for 
tlfé assistance of various organizations who are 
unable by reason of various features of weak- 
ness to properly protect their interest, and who 
are at many times a most important factory in 
many of the struggles of other organizations to 
which they are closely allied; therefore, be it 

RESOL v ED, That See. I, Art. X, be amended 
to read by adding to it, as follows: One as- 
sessment in the amount of five weeks assess- 
ment as now provided shall be carried in the 
treasury of the American Federation of Labor 
as a defense fund to be used only in assisting 
affiliated unions in strikes and lockouts when 
properly endorsed by the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor. Same to 
be applied as benefits as the circumstances seem 
to warrant under proper investigation. When 
the sum in the treasury shall have been re- 
duced to less than fifty per cent of the amount 
of the total assessment when made another as- 
sessment shall be levied, and the rule for suc- 
cessive amendments shall be based upon the 
amount of last assessment. 


Your committee returns the same with an 
unfavorable report, as the subject matter has 
been already acted on by this Convention. 

Concurred in. 





By Delegate -Mason: 

RESOLVED, That all local unions affiliated 
with state federations or local central labor or- 
ganizations affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall be required to hold a charter 
from the national or international union of 
their trade, if such exists; and further 

RESOLVED, That all state federations and 
local central labor organizations be required to 
insist that local unions now afliliated with them 
which are not attached to their national or in- 
ternational heads do so within ninety days 
from January 1, 1897, or be suspended from 
said state federations or central labor bodies, 
and remain suspended until they affiliate with 
their respective general organizations. 


Your committee offers a substitute for the 
same by writing the words ‘or not connected 
with” after the words “expelled by” in the 
third line of Article XII, Section 1, as follows: 


Section 1. No Central Labor Union or any 
other central body of delegates shall admit to 
their councils delegates from any local organi- 
zation that owes its allegiance to any other 
body, national or international, hostile to any 
affiliated organization, or that has been sus- 
pended or expelled by, or not connected with, 
a national or international organization of their 
trade herein affiliated, under penalty of being 
denied representation in the annual Conven- 
tion of this Federation. 
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Your committee also desires to call the at- 
tention of delegates to the action of the New 
York Convention, page 70, of the proceedings, 
which was approved and reads as follows: 

RESOLVED, That it shall be the duty of 
all state federations and local central labor or- 
ganizations affiliated with the A. F. of L. to in- 
sist that local unions affiliated with them shall, 
if not attached to the national or international 
union of their trade, do so within six months 
from January 1, 1896, or be suspended from 
said state federation or central labor bodies, 
and shall remain suspended until they affiliate 
with their respective general organizations. 

Approved. Concurred in. 


The committee reported on an amendment 
of local and federal 


labor unions, which was referred back for fur- 


respecting representation 


ther consideration. 

By Delegate Hirsh: 

That the American Federation of Labor in 
augurate an international defense fund. 

Your committee reports unfavorably. 

Adopted. 

By Delegate McNeill: 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be and is hereby 
authorized and empowered to nominate from 
the delegates elected to the Conventions, whose 
credentials are not contested, committees on 
officers’ reports and on laws, and that said com- 
mittees meet at least one day before the Conven- 
tion. 

The committee reports unfavorably on both 
committees. President’s report 
has to be divided up among several committees, 
which the constitution provides shall be ap- 
pointed after the Convention is organized, and 
the Committee on Laws cannot form same until 


Reasons: the 


after other committees have reported. 
Adopted. 
Delegate Ashe reported for the Committee on 


the Erdman Arbitration Bill that they could 
not see the lawyer desired before 11 
A. M., and he would move to take the matter 
up for consideration. 

Carried. 


o'clock 


By Delegate McBride, that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council to secure elim- 
ination of objectionable features, and if this 
can be done, the council to endorse the bill. 


Adopted. 

The Committee on Resolutions reported: 

By Delegate Kreyling: 

WHEREAS, We hold that the existing 
capitalist parties are the true representatives of 
the Tabor exploiting class. In order to secure 
the rights of labor and to effect the final aboli- 
tion of the present wage-slave system the work- 
ing people must act independently in all politi- 
cal struggles; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, We hold that every member of 
a trades organization (individually) ought to 
belong to the labor party that demands the 
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abolition of the wage system and the introduc- 
tion of the co-operative commonwealth. 

Report unfavorably. 

Adopted. 

By Delegate Kenehan: 

Advocating the establishment of a depart- 
ment of labor in the general government of the 
United States. 

WHEREAS, <A_ peaceful and_ prosperous 

future for the people of the nation is of primary 
concern—'‘Salus populi suprema est lex.” The 
founders of the republic and their immediate 
successors did not anticipate an era of money 
power, with giant corporations in control of the 
products of the earth and of transportation, and 
in possession, through patents, of the utilized 
forces of nature. They did not contemplate 
that it would become nagging for American 
citizens to unite in order to protect themselves 
and oppose attempted control and regulation 
of skilled and unskilled labor by centralized 
wealth—corporations, combines and __ trusts. 
They did not intend that the regular army 
should be massed and state troops mobilized at 
industrial centers wherever and whenever a 
corporation suggested that “‘life’ and “prop- 
erty” were in danger. They did not imagine 
that graduates of West Point, in the service of 
the regular army, would be assigned to con- 
stant duty as instructors of the art of, military 
command in state colleges and_ universities 
where the scions of recent patricians are edu- 
cated, while the more fortunate (?) young ple- 
lene were being prepared for non-commissions 
through a blessed course of sloyd, manual 
training | and subserviency. They did not sug- 
gest a “stronger” government than they had 
established. They did not dream of the up- 
building of classes. They did not countenance, 
in any provision of the constitution or laws 
enacted thereunder, any act that would emascu- 
late the principles enunciated in the Declaration 
of Independence. They spurned aristocracy, 
classes and military rule when independence 
was achieved, and they legislated for a republi- 
can form of government in accord with the 
definition of democracy; and, 

WHEREAS, In harmony with the wisdom 
of their acts, it was then not necessary to in- 
clude in the president’s cabinet a department 
for the adjustment, regulation and arbitration 
of differences which might arise between the 
aggrandized possessors and directors of corpor- 
ate power and the producers of material wealth; 
and, 

WHEREAS, It was not then necessary for 
the secretary of war to become an assistant 
chief of police, or for the head of the agri- 
cultural department to neglect the scientific 
distribution of flower seeds or the preparation 
of statistics on the relative strength of fertil- 
izers for favored constituents of congressmen, 
or in the loss of time enlarging upon a statis- 
tical table on remunerative wages paid to 
pandered and insolent working men who did 
not fully appreciate all that the government 
furnished in weather bulletins to save them 
from watery vapors and chill blasts; and 

WHEREAS, This is a glorious country, in 
which the star-spangled banner is never at half- 
mast for other than those who are working for 
an existence; where the restriction of pauper 
and criminal immigration don’t restrict, and 
protection don’t protect; where “‘equality before 
the law” is buncome; where grand-stand labor- 
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relief measures are introduced in Congress to 
be reintroduced at another session, and where 
promised prosperity is monopolized by the in- 
imagination opium fiend; and 

WwW HEREAS, “Hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick,’”’ and past efforts to adjust the dif- 
ferences between employed labor and productive 
capital have failed, and no remedy suggested to 
reduce the ever-increasing ranks of forced 
pauperism and crime, therefore, in the opinion 
of the American Federation of Labor, in Con- 
vention assembled, 

RESOLVED, That a readjustment of the 
federal cabinet, so as to include a department 
of labor, will prove effective in perpetuating the 
purposes and intentions of the founders of the 
American republic. 

RESOLVED, That the establishment of a 
department of labor will relieve the government 
of the necessity of maintaining a civil service 
commission and give the members of that au- 
gust body a season of repose, after accomplish- 
ing a herculean task in securing life tenures for 
political cripples, physical mistakes and nepotic 
mendicants, fortified in position by the barrier 
of an alleged examination. 

RESOLVED, That the establishment of this 
department will be in the interest of peace, 
prosperity, and economy, by making unneces- 
sary an increase in the numerical force of the 
army, as it will enable military professors in 
civil institutions to return to their commands at 
the sea-coast fortifications and frontier posts, 
where the display of arms is in accord with 
original intent—that of the “prevention of 
armed invasion.” 

RESOLVED, That it will enable members of 
Congress to devote more time in repairing 
fences, as it will minimize the necessity of pre- 
paring bills and speeches for the government 
printer, to be franked through the mails. 

RESOLV ED, That it will, through preven- 
tion, protect “fife” and maintain the value of 
“property,” by enabling active capital and em- 
ployed labor to adjust differences and arbitrate 
questions without the interference of the silent 
power of the “root of all evil.’ 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation, 
through its executive board, devise means and 
put into execution some plan whereby the in- 
coming national administration and the Con- 
gress may be urged to consider the advisability 
of establishing a department of labor and the 
merging of the bureaus alleged to be in the in- 
terest of American citizens who are, or desire 
to be, employed as tradesmen, artisans, mechan- 
ics, and laborers and that, if necessary to ac- 
complish this result, a committee, geographically 
selected, be hereafter appointed by the Presi- 
dent to assist in advancing this and other ap- 
proved measures. 

RESOLVED, That each general and local or- 
ganization embraced in the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be requested to promote the 
plans agreed upon in this connection, and make 
appeals to their representatives in Congress to 
favorably consider and advocate through this 
means an aid to peace, prosperity, and patriot- 
ism. 

Committee recommends that it be referred to 
the Executive Council with instructions to 
formulate a bill looking to the establishment 
of a department of labor of Congress. 

Cencurred in. 
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By Delegate Ashe: 

WHEREAS, The discharge and blacklisting 
of competent machinists by those in charge of 
the steam engineering department in the 
Brooklyn navy yard in November, 1895, was an 
act of the most scandalous abuse of power, and 
one demanding the strictest inquiry and punish- 
ment of those who were responsible for the 
grievance complained of; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor desires the 
speedy adoption of the report of the sub-com- 
mittee of the Committee on Naval Affairs, ap- 
proved by that sub-committee at the last ses- 
sion of Congress; and, be it further 
*RESOLVED, That the secretary send copies 
of this resolution to each member of the pres- 
ent House of Representatives as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Approved. Adopted. ¥ 

By Cigar Makers’ delegation: 

WHEREAS, We have been officially advised 
that an organization has been formed that has 
for its purpose the rivalry and antagonism to 
the Cigar Makers’ International Union of 
America, one of our duly and regularly affiliated 
national trade unions; anc 

WHE RE AS, Rivalry, antagonism and dual 
authority in any one trade is destructive of the 
best interests of the workers of that trade, 
as well as the weakening of the beneficent influ- 
ences of the organization of the trade; there- 
fore, be it 

RE SOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor denounces the attempt of the stogie 
and cigar makers who recently met in Pitts- 
burg, Pa., with the avowed purpose of organiz 
ing a Cigar and Stogie Makers National Union; 
and the officers, delegates and members of the 
American Federation of Labor are hereby re- 
quested to use their best efforts to discounte- 
nance this rivalry, antagonism and _ proposed 
dual authority, to the end that these workmen 
may become organized under the jurisdiction of 


the Cigar Makers’ International Union of 
America. 
Approved. Adopted. 


The following was adopted by the Conven- 
tion of the Cigar Makers’ International Union 
on the above matter: 


RESOLVED, That the International Presi- 
dent is empowered, with the advise and consent 
of the executive board, to arrange for the plac- 
ing of the label of the American Federation of 
Labor or the Tobacco Workers’ National Union 
on the product of union stogie makers organ- 
ized in the Cigar Makers’ International Union 
of America. But the president shall determine 
and prescribe what shall constitute and be under- 
stood as a stogie; providing the eight-hour law 
and all other laws of the International Union 
are complied with. A minimum scale of 
prices shall also be set for stogies upon which 
the label shall appear. 


By Delegate Rist: 


WHEREAS, The Central Labor Council of 
Cincinnati and vicinity has in the past three 
years been called upon as place the Emerson 
shoe, manufactured by B. Grover & Co., of 
Brockton, Mass, upon Zs black list; and 

WHEREAS, Such action, when taken, re- 
sulted in severe criticism, the claim being made 
that the shoe is the product of union labor; 
therefore 
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RESOLVED, That this council ask the 
American Federation of Labor Convention to 
fix the standing of said shoe and approve or dis 
approve of said action of this council. 


Referred to Convention for action. 


By Delegate Tobin: 

WHEREAS, It being alleged by delegates of 
the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union to this Con- 
vention that the Emerson shoes are being sold 
as the product of union workers; and, 

WHEREAS, It is further alleged that the 
shoe factory of R. B. Grover & Co., Brockton, 
Mass., (manufacturers of the Emerson shoe,) 
is not now, and never has been, so organized as 
to warrant their products being recognized as 
in line with conditions required for the pro- 
tection of union labels; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That a committee be delegated 
by this Convention to ascertain the condition 
of the factory as to organization, and if it be 
found that the firm is entitled to be recognized 
as producing union goods, the widest publicity 
be given to their findings, as a matter of justice 
to the firm; and if the position of the Boot 
and Shoe Workers’ Union is correct, the shoe 
weaver shall have the same measure of justice; 

nd, 

RESOLVED, That this committee be in- 
structed to report their findings to the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor, 
and to the public and labor press, not later 
than February 1, 1897. 

Moved that resolution be adopted and that 
committee be appointed by the President. 


Adopted. 


A communication was read from Congress- 
man T. W. Phillips on House Resolution 9490, 
for the prevention of conspiracies to black list. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

By Delegate Lown: 

WHEREAS, The members of the Journey- 
men Barbers’ International Union of America 
suffer, in the large cities especially, from so- 
called competent tonsors, turned out by schools 
of instruction in tonsorial practice, but who, in 
the majority of cases, constitute a direct menace 
to public health, and are not competent to render 
the public good service; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we advise all members of 
affiliated bodies and their friends to patronize 
only bona fide members of the Journeymen 
Barbers’ International Union of America, con- 
scious of the fact that herein they will receive 
the best service, and be most adequately pro- 
tected; and further, that they use their utmost 
endeavors to discourage ithe establishment of 
these so-called schools of instruction. 

Approved. Adopted. 


By Delegate Rist: 


RESOLVED, That no officer of the Ameri 
can Federation of Labor be allowed to use his 
official position in the interest of either of th 
political parties. 


Approved. 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved to insert “any” 
for “either.’ 
Lost. 

The amendment was approved and the reso- 
lution adopted as amended. 


Moved to lay on table. 











/ Leadville, 


‘. 
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Delegate Clifford asked to be recorded 
against. 


3y Delegate Phillips: 

RESOLVED, That we recommend to all or- 
ganizations affiliated with the A. F. of L. that, 
wherever it is practicable, they adopt the per- 
centage system of collecting dues. 

Committee non-concur, inasmuch as it would 
be an unjustifiable interference with the au- 
tonomy of affiliated unions. 

Delegate Keefe called to the chair. 


Moved by Delegate Gompers that report of 


committee be disapproved and _ resolution 
adopted. Carried. 
Resolution from the National Union of the 


United 
States: 


WHEREAS, The remains of the order of 
the Knights of Labor, are using all possible 
means to injure the union of the United Brew- 
ery Workmen of the United States since the 
latter carried out the decision of the A. F. of 
I. and disbanded the National Trade District, 
No. 35 of the K. of I; and 


Brewery Workmen of the United 


WHEREAS, The K. of L. are making efforts 
to organize rival organizations wherever the 


National Union is engaged in a struggle with 
scab breweries; therefore, be it 
RESOLV ED, That this Convention see 
all organizations affiliated with the A, F of I 
to give the National Union of the United Brew. 
ery Workmen all possible assistance in its de- 
fense against such attacks; be it further 
RESOLVED, That the executive board of the 
A. F. of L. is hereby instructed to give the 
national union of the United Brewery Work- 


men every moral assistance in its defense 
against all such attacks. 

Approved. Adopted. 
P Delegate Boyce: 
“RESOLVED, By the Sixteenth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor 


that we recommend to all unions affiliated with 
this body to discourage the enlistment of their 
members into the national guard in tn. sev- 
eral states. 


Committee non-concurs, for the reason that 
it is an interference with individual liberty. 
Adopted. (See next page.) 


y Delegate O’Sullivan: 


RESOLVED, That this Convention recom- 
mend to the working people of the several 
states in the United States the encouragement 
of frequent elections in their several states to 
the end that state, county and town executive 
and legislative officers be chosen annually. 

RESOLVED, That we reaffirm our position in 
favor of the election of United States Senators 
by the direct vote of the people. 


proved. Adopted. 
Delegate Boyce asked for permission to speak 
on the resolution adopted on the militia. 
Granted. 
‘ He spoke of the actions of the militia in 
and stated it was seldom called out 
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unless to suppress organized labor, and could 


‘ always be found on the side of the capitalist. 


Delegate Kelly to reconsider ac- 
Carried. 


Moved by 
tion upon the resolution. 
Clifford 


Delegate spoke of the outrageous 


\ methods used to bring the militia into the Lead- 
\ville difficulty. 


ma P 
They were now parading the 
tqwns with Winchesters and shotguns. 

Delegate Boyce moved non-concurrence in 
report of the committee and that resolution be 


adopted. Carried. 


7 By Delegate Mahon: 


WHEREAS, The street railway companies 
of the country are using the United States mail 
as a cloak for the intimidation and coercion of 


*these employes; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the incoming executive 
council be instructed to formulate and present 
to Congress a bill, making it unlawful for any 
intra-urban, suburban, or street railway com- 
panies to use the mark ‘U. S. M: ail” on any 
cars that do not carry U. S. mail and that on 
all cars carrying U. S. mail, government mail 


clerks shall be employed in connection with 
the motorman and conductor. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegate Whitaker. 

WHEREAS, The inter-mountain country 


and Pacific coast are the dumping grounds for 
all kinds of scab, sweat-shop, and prison made 
goods: anc 

WHERE ‘AS, The above named country, to a 
great extent is unorganized; and, 

WHEREAS, It is only through therough 
organization on the trade-union plan, that the 
said evil can be eradicated; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President and Exec- 
utive Council be empowered and are_ hereby 
instructed to send a special orga anizer into the 


above-named districts, whose duty it shall be 
to organize trades and labor unions wherever 
possible. 

Approved. Adopted. 


By Delegate Kelly: 

WHEREAS, The telephone is by its very 
nature a monopoly, and although at first 
a local means of communication, has since the 


introduction of the long distance become a 
national means of communication; therefore, 
be i 


1t 
RESOLVED, That this convention dectare 
in favor of government ownership of the tele- 
phone in connection with the telegraph as part 
of our postal system 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegate Kelly: 

RESOLVED, That this convention endorse 
the bill introduced in the United States Senate 
by Senator Butler, of North Carolina, favoring 
the government ownership and operation of the 
telegraph as a branch of the postal service, 
which bill is now in the hands of the Senate 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-roads, and 
that the incoming executive council be, and 
is hereby, directed to give the subject their 
special attention, and if necessary that a_mem- 
ber of the council spend some time in Wash- 
ington in the interest of said bill. 

Approved. Adopted. 


[1896 


3y Delegate Woodbury: 

WHEREAS, The differences between the 
two factions of the Brotherhood of Painters 
and Decorators of America known as the Me- 
Kinney and Elliott factions, still exists; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this body adopt some 
means whereby the same may be adjusted to 
the best interests of both factions. 

Recommend to refer to Executive Council. 


Sullivan amended to refer to Ex- 
ecutive Council of the Brotherhood of Painters 


and Decorators. Carried. 


Delegate 


By Delegate Rudd: 

WHEREAS, In 1893 the legislature of the 
State of Michigan repealed the contract labor 
law, which has been viol ited by the officials of 
the Jackson state prison in furnishing thg ser- 
vices of 100 panera to the Derby Cycle Co., 
of Chicago, Il.; an 

WILTEREAS, The ‘product of the Derby Cycle 
Co. comes into competition with the product of 


free, “7. pi and skilled workmen; there- 
ore, be 
RESOL VV ED, That the incoming executive 


council be directed to petition Governor-elect 
Pingree to enforce the existing contract labor 
law now on the statute books of the state, and 
the contract of the aforesaid company be an- 
nulled. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegates Christopherson and White: 

RESOLVED, That this convention recom- 
mend to all trade-unions of the respective cities 
to co-operate for the establishment of labor tem- 


ples, or buildings centrally located, which 
should contain meeting halls, a lecture room, 
gymnasium, labor library, etc. Such institu- 


tions similar to those which have been estab- 
lished by benevolent and_ fraternal societies, 
could be made self-sustaining and would a 
to unify and increase the importance and < 
tivity of the local movement. 


Approved. Adopted. 


By Delegates Christopherson and White: 

RESOLVED, That the executive council of 
the American Federation of Labor exercise a 
stricter supervision over the acts and conduct 
of official organizers in order that the abuse of 
such officer for political and other purposes, 
such as the issuance of improper or irrespon- 
sible publications, may be guarded against, and 
further, that the commission of organizers who 
have neglected their duties be revoked in order 
to make the list of organizers more reliable. 


Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegate Elderkin: 

WHEREAS, Immense amounts of property 
and an average of about one hundred lives are 
yearly lost on our great lakes, partly through 
undermanning and partly by lack of skill in 
those actually employed; and, 

WHEREAS, This condition is yearly grow- 
ing worse, until, if permitted to continue, the 
great lakes will be unable to furnish any com- 
petent seamen for our navy in any case of 
emergency; therefore, 

RESOLVED, By this the sixteenth annual 
convention of the American Federation of La- 
bor that we urge upon Congress, for the protec- 
tion of lives and property and in the interest 
of our country generally, to enact a law deal- 
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ing with manning of vessels and efficiency of 
seamen on our great lakes. 
Approved. Adopted. 





3y the Amalgamated Association of Iron and 
Steel Workers: 

WHEREAS, The Carnegie Steel Company 
and the Bethlehem Iron and Steel Company 
were employed by the United States Govern- 
ment to manufacture armor plate that would 
stand the test of a battle and of service; and, 

VHEREAS, Said companies were paid and 
are being paid enormous prices for that plate; 


and, 

WHERE. AS, Investigation has shown that 
said plates were defective, and that in the case 
of the Carnegie Steel Company that said 
plates were made defective by the predeter- 
mined will of the company, thus endangering 
our battle ships, the honor of the nation, and 
the sailors - men in service; and 

WHERE. The felony thus committed 
against the huss people was compounded by 
the payment of a small fine by the said Car- 
negie Company; the government accepting the 
plates and thus placing the lives of the sea- 
men in peril; and, 

WHEREAS, Three battle ships now in pro- 
cess of construction at Newport News, and the 
Alabama and Indiana are under suspicion that 
their armor plates are defective; and, 

WHEREAS, The workmen engaged in the 
construction of armor plates are made parties 
to such disgraceful and criminal acts against 
their will; and, 

WHEREAS, In times past attempts have 
been made to arouse the public indignation 
against the workmen and employes of the Car- 
negie Steel Company because of their defense 
of their rights and privileges; ana, 

WHEREAS, The government is in honor 
bound to protect its citizens and to demand of 
the companies manufacturing armor plate the 
explicit and complete fulfillment of the specifi- 
cations of all contracts and the punishment 
to the fullest extent of all impositions upon the 
government and the people by said company; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, in sixteenth annual convention as- 
sembled, that the said armor plate companies 
shall be held up to the public gaze as worthy 
of the execration of all worthy and_honor- 
able citizens, and that the investigation now 
in progress should be conducted to its fullest 
extent and without favor; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the long continued prac- 
tice of contractors under the government to rob 
the government and the people and to oppress 
their employes, is evidence of a controlling 
greed that renders all such contracts dangerous 
to the public weal, We, therefore, recommend 
that the United States Government take im- 
mediate steps to correct this evil. 


Approved. 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved that report be 
adopted and that we recommend defective 
plates be removed and good ones substituted. 

Delegates Garland and O’Sullivan were in 
favor of a _ thorough investigation of the 
charges. 

Delegate Ashe moved that we recommend to 
the federal government the building of a 
plant for the purpose of manufacturing its 
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own armor, and also that the report of the 
Committee be adopted. 

Carried. 

The Committee on Local and Federated Bod- 
ies reported: 

By Delegate Schmalz: 

WHEREAS, A national organization known 
as the American Federation of Musicians has 
been affiliated with the American Federation of 
ma? and, 

VILEREAS, The constitution of the Amer- 
am. Federation of Labor renders it obligatory 
upon its members to recognize and support its 
affiliated eines only; and, 

WHERE: In few instances this recogni- 
tion has not Pian observed; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the several orgz nizations 
comprising the American Federation of Labor 
do hereafter deny recognition to any musical 
organization not affiliated with the American 
Federation of Musicians. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By the Allied Printing Crafts of Ohio: 

The Allied Printing Crafts Union of Ohio, 
a state union under the jurisdiction of the 
International Typographical Union, is endeav- 
oring to secure the esti iblishment of a state 
printing office in Ohio, and it requires 
all the assistance in the way of sympathy, in- 
fluence and support that can possibly be had 


from union organizations and individuals in 
the state. Some time ago circulars were sent 
to the secretaries of all union organizations 


our desires and asking 
the co-operation of all, and many of the unions 
have taken favorable action and replied that 
they are with us. Under the present state con- 
stitution we de not feel that our chances are 
very good for success, but there is a vote to be 
taken by the people next year upon the ques- 
tion of holding a State ‘Constitutional Con- 
vention, for the purpose of revising the consti- 
tution of the state, and if this vote should be 
favorable to holding such convention, we shall 
have gained an advantage that will place us in 
a very hopeful position. 

We respectfully ask you to recommend to all 
Ohio organizations, whether affiliated with your 
body directly, or with national or interna- 
tional bodies which are affiliated with you, to 
use their efforts in securing a full vote in 
favor of holding a State Constitutional Con- 
vention, and to use all the influence they can 
bring to bear upon candidates for the Legis- 
lature to gain their, support in favor of the 
state printing office in the House and Senate; 
and, in the event of the vote being favorable 
to holding such convention, to have all mem- 
bers of such union organizations sign petitions 
(that will be sent to them by us) to the com- 
missioners appointed to hold such convention, 
asking them to so amend the constitution as to 
establish a state printing office. 

By taking such action as we here request, 
you will be gaan + samen by 

Yours Fraterna 

TAMES B. ANDERSON, Toledo, 

‘ President. 
THOS. L. Springfield, 


in Ohio setting forth 


DAVIDSON, 


First Vice-President. 
ROBT. BANDLOW, Cleveland, 
Second Vice-President. 
L. C. PEACOCK, Dayton, 
hird Vice-President. 
W. W. GRIFFEY, Youngstown, 
Secretary. 
Approved. Adopted. 
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By Delegates Call and Hart: 

WHEREAS, The Butchers Workmen and 
Meat Cutters and other local associations con- 
nected therewith in the United States, with but 
few exceptions, are unaffiliated with any na- 
tional body; and, 

WHEREAS, Such being the facts, they are 
consequently weak, both numerically and finan- 
cially, and are making no progress in the cause 
of organized labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention adopt 
such measures as will result in the formation 
of a Butchers’ Workmen and Meat Cutters’ 
Association, embracing all who are in any 
way connected with the butchers’ or meat cut- 
ters’ trades, to be known as the Butchers 
Workmen and Meat Cutters Association of 
North America. 

Recommended that it be referred to the 
Executive Council to give such assistance to 
the new association as they can. 

Adopted. 

By Delegates Tobin and Murray: 

WHEREAS, Numerous advertising souvenir 
books have from time to time been issued and 
alleged to be published in the interest of or- 
ganized labor; and, 

VHEREAS, A vast number of such advertis- 
ing schemes are fakes of the wors} kind, and a 
vile species of blackmail; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor declares against the issue of all 
souvenir books by affiliated local or national 
unions, and the same be entirely discontinued. 

Approved. 


Delegate Kenehan opposed interference with 
affiliated unions in such matters and moved to 
non-concur. 


Delegates Tobin, Kelly, Lloyd and Wood- 
bury favored the resolution. 


Motion to non-concur lost, and resolution 
adopted. 


By Delegate O’Malley 

WHEREAS, There are seni unions affilia- 
ted with this, the American Federation of I La- 
bor, which after three months’ arrearages for 
dues or assessments are suspended from_ all 
benefits and_ privileges accruing from their 
union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor issue its P. W. every three months 
on receipt of per capita tax. 

Approved. Adopted. 


By Delegate Warner: 

RESOLVED, That when grievances exist as 
to proper head for special branches of trade 
to be classified under, the Grievance Com- 
mittee appointed to investigate said _classifica- 
tion to be selected, as near as possible, from 
the trades closely connected with the trades 
in dispute. 

The Committee is of the opinion that as the 
Convention has a right to appoint such a 
Committee, the resolution is unnecessary, there- 
fore recommend non-concurrence. 

Report adopted. 

By Delegate DeLong: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor expresses great satisfaction that the 


Christian Endeavor, of Chicene, is taking up 
the matter of stopping labor on Sunday, and 
the Federation of Labor pledges its hearty sup- 
port in this undertaking. Sunday labor should 
cease everywhere in the United tates. 

RESOLVED, That in the opinion of the 
Federation of Labor there is no necessity for 
Sunday work. The labor people demand, not 
as a privilege, but as a right, that they should 
have the Sabbath for their own use. It was 
made for man. 

RESOLVED, That we urge our members to 
continue their warfare against Sunday work, 
remembering that if six men work seven days 
they do the same work of seven men working 
six days; therefore, every time six men work 
Stinday they are taking the bread out of the 
mouth of one fellow workman. 

The Committee recommends that, wherever 
practicable, the A. F. of L. lend its assistance 
to discourage Sunday work. 

Delegate O’Donnell moved that we tender 
our thanks to the Christian Endeavors, of 
Chicago for their assistance. 

Lay on table. Lost. 

Motion of Delegate O’Donnell adopted. 

By Delegate Beard: 

WHEREAS, The members of this union 
having found that without the aid of a license 
law in the State of Ohio they are rapidly be- 
ing — by minors and incompetent’ per- 
sons; an 

WHE Ris AS, There is no way of distin- 
guishing the expert—therefore safe and reliable 
—men from —— and incompetent persons; 
therefore, be i : 

RE SoL VE D, That the American Federation 
of Labor do all in its power to have passed 
through the next legislature in the State of 
Ohio a bill compelling every person firing a 
stationary steam boiler to have a license; and, 

RE SOL VED, That the passage of this bill is 
essential to the. safety of every person where 
a steam boiler is used. 

The Committee reported that, while the 
American Federation of Labor endorses the 
principle involved, they would recommend its 
reference to the state branch for action. 

Moved that it be endorsed and request the 
Ohio Trades Assembly to further the passage 
of such a law. 


Delegate Rist moved to strike out Ohio 
Trades Assembly. Carried, and the resolution 
endorsed. 


By Delegate Hirsh: 

RESOLVED, That this convention demands 
the government ownership of the telegraph 
lines of this country, and the officers of this 
Federation are hereby ordered to do all in 
their power to assist the International Ty- 
pographical Union to attain this end. 

Approved. 

Amended by Delegate Tobin to read, “‘and 
all other means of communication and _trans- 
portation and production.” Lost, and original 
resolution adopted. 


Adjourned at 12:40 o’clock. 
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SEVENTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Called to order at 2:10. Third Vice-Presi- 
dent O'Connell in the chair. 


Absent—Sidener, Lown, Yarnell, Luce, Me- 


Fadden, Valentine, Keough, Thomas, Chris- 
pherson, Sullivan, O’Donnell, Blair, Hart, Call, 
Donnelly, Rudd, W. G., Walsh. 


The Committee on 
ported: 


Labels and Boycotts re- 


By Cigar Makers Delegation: 

WHEREAS, The firm of Kerbs, Wertheim & 
Shiffer, cigar mi inufacturers of the city of New 
York, make cigars under the filthy tenement- 
house system, which has been condemned by all 
classes of society as being degrading morally 
and physically to all so employed; 

WHEREAS, The firm of Kerbs, 
& Shiffer has absolutely refused to unionize 
its factory and pay the union scale of wages 
and a boycott has been levied upon said firm by 
the International Cigar Makers Unions of 
New York, and said boycott having been en- 
dorsed by the American Federation of Labor; 

RESOLVED, That the convention of the 
American Federation of Labor requests the 
delegates upon their return home to urge the 

wage-workers and the public generally to take 
such action as to induce the cigar manufactur- 
ers, Kerbs, Wertheim & Shiffer, of New York 
City, to realize the necessity of employing un- 
ion men. 

Approved. 

By Delegate Woodbury: 

WHEREAS, Carpenters Union, No. 16, 
has repeatedly tried to compromise with Mr. 
Gehlman and induce him to employ union men 
and recognize union rules, which he has stub- 
bornly refused to do; and, 

WHEREAS, The firm of Curtis & Kerns, 
proprietors of the Elevator Milling Co., of 
Springfield, Ill., remodeled and built an addi- 
tion to the hotel, known as the Revere House, 
and awarded the contract to Mr. Gehlman and 
his scabs in spite of the petitions and pro- 
testations of Carpenters Union, No. 16; and, 

WHEREAS, The Trades Assembly has taken 
the case under consideration and placed a 
boycott upon all brands of flour manufactured 
by the Springfield Elevator Milling Co., and 
believing we are justified in carrying said boy- 
cott to the bitter end; and, 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid boycott has re- 
ceived the endorsement of the Illinois State 
Federation; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled to endorse 
the boycott against all products of the firm of 
Currier & erns, of Springfield, Ill. 

Approved: 


Wertheim 


By Delegate Cowell: 

WHEREAS, The Garford 
Co., of Elyria, Ohio, manufacturers of bicycle 
saddles, has discharged thirty-five men, mem- 
bers of our organization, for belonging to a 
labor organization; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor endorse the boycott placed on the 


Manufacturing 


said company’s product by the Metal Polishers, 
Buffers, Flaters and Brass Workers Union: 

Approved. 

By Dele ete Cowell: 

WIHILEREAS, That inasmuch as the Gormully 
& Jeffry Co., of Chicago, Ill., manufacturers of 
bicycles and bicycle supplies, have tried and 
made an unsuccessful effort to have an injunc- 
tion placed upon the officers of our organiza- 
tion, restraining them from boycotting the said 
company’s products; therfore, be it 
OLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention assembled gives its 
moral support to the Metal Polishers, Buffers. 
Platers and Brass Workers Union in its effort 
to bring said company to terms. 


Adopted. 














Approved. 


By Delegate Weismann: 


RESOLVED, That this convention endorse 
the label of the Journeymen Bakers and Con- 
fectioners International Union of America 
placed on all boxes, barrels and packages con- 
taining biscuits and crackers made by members 
of this organization; and, further, 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor are hereby instructed 
to issue and send a circular to all affiliated 
bodies urging the patronage of goods bearing 

this label. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegate Luce: 

WHEREAS, It has become known that there 
is a gr owing tendency by the various labor or- 
ganizations to adopt a label; and, 

WHEREAS, The system of labels has be 
come intricate, and in many cases unsatis- 
factory, and by their becoming so numerous 
that their effectiveness is lost; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor adopt a uniform label and leave it 
optional with the various organizations as to 
whether it shall be a stamp or sticker. 

Disapproved. dopted. 

sy Delegates Bechtold and Schelcht: 

WHEREAS, The United Labor League of 
Western Pennsylvania is discriminating against 
the interests of the National Union of the Uni- 
ted Brewery Workmen in Allengheny county, 

’a., by disrupting the local unions of the afore: 
mentioned organization and working in the in- 
terest of the Independent Order of the Knights 
of Labor; be it 

RESOLVED, 






That this sixtenth 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
instruct all national and international unions 
affiliated with the American Federation of La- 
bor to instruct their unions located in Alle- 
gheny county to aid and support local unions 
of the National Union of United Brewery 
Workmen and not recognize the rival brewery 
workers of Knights of Labor Assembly, No. 92, 
which is only a rival organization for the pur- 
pose of shielding the scab brewery proprie- 
tors against the influence of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 
Approved. Adopted. 


conven- 
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Delegate Garland asked if the regular trade- 
unions should continue in the league. He de- 
sired an expression of opinion. 

Delegate Mahon moved that the matter be 
referred to the Executive Council to use its 
best efforts to organize these unions now an- 
tagonizing the American Federation of Labor 
on trade-union lines. 

Adopted. 


By Delegates Bechtold and Schlecht: 

WHEREAS, The National Union of the 
United Brewery Workmen has adopted a 
union label for use on all packages containing 
union-made beer, ale, and porter; and also a 
union show card for display in all saloons 
which sell union products exclusively; be it 

RESOLVED, That this sixteenth annual con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor 
indorses said label and show card, and urges 
all members of the American Federation of 
Labor to demand the label and the show card. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegates Bechtold and Schlecht: 

WHEREAS, The National Union of the 
United Brewery Workmen is, in different 
places of the country, engaged in long and 
severe contests with antagonistic brewery com- 
bines; anc 

WHE RE AS, A number of these contests 
would by this time have been made a success 
had the members of organized labor shown 
the necessary solidarity towards the strug- 
gles of the brewery workmen; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, ‘That this sixteenth annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor re-endorses all boycotts of the national 
union of the United Brewery Workers, and 
agains requests all members of organized labor 
to strictly carry out their obligations by re- 
fusing to patronize scab beer, ale or porter. 

Approved. Adopted. 


By Delegates Bechtold and Schlecht: 

WHEREAS, The brewery proprietors of 
Dayton, O., have used all possible discrimi- 
nation against the local Union, No. 50, and 
have nearly succeeded in disrupting the union; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved that this sixteenth annual conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
endorses the boycott levied by the national 
union of the United Brewery Workmen 
against the breweries of Dayton, O., and urges 
the members of the American Federation of 
Labor to withdraw their patronage from the 
product of those scab breweries until they al- 
low their employes the right to organize. 

Approved. 


By Cigar Makers delegation: 

WHEREAS, The firm of Strauss Bros., & 
Co., of this city, is dealing in the product. of 
the notorious tenement-house manufacturers of 
cigars, Kerbs, Wertheim & Shiffer, and after 
being notified of the attitude of this firm 
has continued to handle their goods, to the 
detriment of organized labor; be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention appoint a 
special committee of three to visit this firm 
and endeavor to induce it to give up the sale of 
meng goods until said firm unionizes its fac- 
ory. 


Approved. Adopted. 

Chair appointed Delegates Myers, Schmalz, 
Ashe. 

By Frank Beck, President of Chicago Print- 
ing Pressmen’s Union, No. 3: 

WHEREAS, The Donohue & Henneberry 
Co., of Chicago, Ill, are now running a non- 
union establishment throughout, having failed 
to keep faith with the local Typographical 
Union, No. 16, I. T. U., with the local unions 
of the Brotherhood of Bookbinders, and with 
the Chicago Printing Pressmen’s Union, No. 
3, I. P. P. U., which are now out on strike. 

er VED, That it is the sense of the 
A. F. of L. that the ‘Red Line Series” of 
school books and other publications of this 
firm are not entitled to the patronage of or- 
ganized labor. « 

RESOLVED, That all organizations affiliated 
with the A. F. of [,. be notified that the 
product of this firm is the work of non-union 
labor. 


Approved. Adopted. 


The endorsement of the boycott on the 
Metropolitan Insurance Co., by the Ameri 
can Agents Association meaning not only a 
great deal to this international union, but to 
the working people of this country on ac- 
count of the misrepresentations made to policy 
holders, be it the sense of this convention 
that affiliated bodies do all in their power to 
further the purposes of the American Agents 
Association in placing this firm on the unfair 
list. 

Committee reported without recommendation. 


Moved that the attitude of the American 
Agents Association be approved and the Me- 
tropolitan be declared unfair until objectionable 
features are eliminated. 


Carried. 

By Delegate Weismann: 

WHEREAS, The cracker and biscuit trust, 
popularly known as the United States and 
American Biscuit Co., bidding defiance both 
to organized labor and the great masses of the 
consumers of baking products, has become a 
serious menace to the public welfare; and 

WHEREAS, The suppression of free com- 
petition endangers the existence of any branch 
of industry affected; and, 

WHEREAS, This is particularly the case 
with the baking trade, so indispensable to the 
great masses of the people; be it, therefore 

RESOLVED,* That this convention urges 
both upon organized labor and its friends and 
the masses of bread and biscuit consumers, to 
lend every aid to the organized journeymen 
bakers in their present conflict with this 
great and unscrupulous trust, to the end that 
the establishment of new and_ independent 
bakeries may be encouraged and the syndicate 
limited to proportions of less magnitude and 
its operation continued within the limits of 
safety. 

Approved. Adopted. 


By Delegates Tobin and Murray: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor declare the firm of Gregory & Shaw, 
shoe manufacturers in South Framingham and 
in East Pepperell, Mass., unfair, and that or- 
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ganized labor refuse to purchase the products 
of the firm of Gregory & Shaw. 

Approved. 

By Delegate Kreyling: 

WHEREAS, H. Bloch & Bro., cigar manu- 
facturers of St. Louis, have seen fit to refuse 
to recognize the Cigar Makers Union of St. 
Louis, in so far as to refuse to pay living 
wages to employes; and, 

WHEREAS, The officers and members. of 
said union and also of the central organiza- 
tion of St. Louis have done everything in 
their power to bring about an_amicable settle- 
rag and affiliated in their efforts; therefore, 
€ 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, endorse 
the boycott on the products of H. Bloch & 
3ro., cigar manufacturers of St. Louis, which 
was levied on those products by the Cigar 
Makers Union of St. Louis. 

Approved. 

The case af the boycott on Sieg & Walpole 
Bicycle Co., was referred to the Executive 
Council. 

sy Delegates Tobin and Murray 

RESOLVED, That this convention of the 
American Federation of Labor reaffirms its 
endorsement of the boycott levied upon the un- 
fair shoe firms of Harding & Todd, of Ro- 
chester, N. Y., and the Thos. G. Plant Co., 
of Lynn, Mass. 

Approved. 

Adopted. 

By Delegates Tobin and Murray: 

WHEREAS, Kansas City Typothetae has 
taken the initiative in a war of extermination 
aginst Kansas City Typographical Union, No. 
80; anc 

WHE RE AS, Every overture made by the 
union looking to a peaceable adjustment of 
the difficulty has been arbitrarily refused by 
the Typothetae; and, 

WHEREAS, The dispute arose not over a 
question of cither wages or time, but because 
the union refused to lift a boycott placed upon 
& rank scab institution, and placed practically 
at the request of said Typothetae; and, 

Approved. Adopted. 

WHEREAS, The attitude of the local Ty- 
pothetae is premised to be but a prelude to 
concerted action of the same nature by that 
body at different points; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By, the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled, hat support 

-moral and_ financial—is hereby pledged to 
Kansas City Typographical Union, No. 80, in 
its effort to preserve its autonomy and the en- 
deavor of Typothetae to disrupt the @nion be 
unqualifiedly condemned. 

Approved. Adopted. 


The Committee concluded: 

Your Committee on Labels and Boycotts 
have considered all matters which were brought 
to its attention in detail and all matters have 
been reported to the convention in accordance 


with our findings. 
Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN PHILLIPS, Chairman, 


CHAS. F. BECHTOLD, 

G. A. WHITAKER, 

dD. J. SULLIVAN 

JOHN F. TOBIN, ” Secretary. 
Adopted as a whole. 
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Delegate Tobin reported that the unions 
having labels had formed an_ International 
Label League, which would meet at the same 
time as the Federation and be composed of 
delegates thereto. It would endeavor to ad- 
vertise all labels and co-operate with the 
local label leagues. He asked for an appropria- 
tion of $1,000. 


After some debate the matter was referred 
to the Executive Council. 


The report of the special Committee on the 
Armour Packing Co. difficulty was adopted; 
also, the report on Huttig Bros. 


The Special Committee on Immigration re- 
ported as follows: 


We gave careful consideration to the docu- 
ments, correspondence, and evidence submitted 
to us and find we have not sufficient time to 
draft a feasible, practical bill on the regulation 
and restriction of immigration, as requested 
by Delegate Lown, of the Journeymen Bar- 
bers International Union. But we do recom- 
mend that the executive council be instructed 
to hire a competent attorney to do so, at the 
earliest possible moment, and present said bill, 
when prepared, to the United States Congress 
and urge its passage. 

In the meantime your committe would re- 
spectfully recommend that House of Represent- 
atives Bill, No. 7864, known as the Lodge- 
Corliss bill, which provides for an educational 
test of immigrants, be endorsed by this con- 
vention, and that we call on congress to pass 
this bill, and on President Cleveland to sign 
the same. 

We furthermore favor the remodelling of our 
immigration laws and the Alien Contract Act 
and that United States inspectors of the immi- 
gration department be appointed at foreign 
ports to see that our laws regarding immigra- 
tion are not disregarded. 

While we endorse every effort made in favor 
of the restriction of the artificial flow of 
immigration, encouraged as it is too often by 
avaracious steamship lines and_ corporations 
desirous of overcrowding the labor market 
of our country with cheap foreign workers, 
in order to depreciate the price of labor; and 
while we further approve most heartily of every 
step made in the direction of a stricter en- 
forcement of present legal restrictive measures 
and the Alien Contract Labor Law in partic- 
ular; and while we believe in the necessity 
of amendment of our laws to secure greater 
efficiency in the administration of the immi- 
gration department, we nevertheless hold that 
extreme measures of restriction would be con- 
trary to the spirit of our time, and the welfare 
of our country. And in doing so we do not 
share in the old Know-nothing sentiment which 
uses the immigration question as a pretext to 
gloss over social wrongs. Natural and whole- 
some immigration has been the source of un- 
bounded benefit to our country, and our vast 
natural resources are such as would easily 
support many times our present population, if 
the greedy interests of speculators and mo- 
nopolists would not consign so many willing 


workers to idleness; we therefore recom. 
mend the following additional qualifications 
as necessary for all immigrants, to protect 


ourselves against an invasion of possibly dan- 
gerous and undesirable elements, the victims 
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of unjust and inhuman political and _ social 
systems of Europe and _ elsewhere; 

1. Stricter enforcement of the present meas- 
ures to guard against criminal and pauper 
elements, through a greater efficiency of our 
foreign consular service and immigration de- 
partment, 

2. Punishment for violation of the Alien 
Contract Labor Law by imprisonment, as_ the 
wealthy violators of this law can easily afford 
to pay the price of detection. 

3. Steamship companies to be held respon- 
sible for a term of years for the character and 
nature of their passengers. 

4. Stricter civil and educational qualifications 
for naturalization. 

5. Every immigrant landing on our shores 
shall declare his or her intention to become 
a citizen of the United States within one year 
after arrival. We recommend that a copy of 


these resolutions be sent to each representative 
in the United States Congress and ' en 
(Signed) H. W. EVAN 


P. J. McG IRE, 
GEO. N. WARDE, 
CHAS. MYERS, 
WM. SILVER. 
Delegate Furuseth objected to the citizen- 
ship and consular clause. He doubted if any 
country would allow any consul to 
extra territorial jurisdiction. 


foreign 
assume 

Delegate O'Sullivan opposed the report. He 
had a document in his possession presented in 
1677 to the of Massachusetts pray- 
ing for exactly the He be- 
lieved such laws could be construed so as to 
send back to another country wen who held 
views different from the ruling powers. 


Governor 
same legislation. 


Delegate Duncan said they had to deal with 
conditions, not a theory. He spoke of the 
evils of the padrone system, which was fur- 
nishing immigrants to take places of men on 
strike. 

Delegate Furuseth said such a measure would 
divide the power between the immigration bur- 
eau and the consul. Should the latter be al- 
lowed to decide it would be questionable. If 
a man was worthy of citizenship he would will- 
ingly take it. If compelled to apply for it it 
would be perjury. 


Delegate Lloyd hoped the report would be 


voted down. It was not the pauper who 
alarmed him, but rather the men who drew 
the life-blood out of the nation. Such a 
law would be an injustice to the political 


refugee. 


Delegate O’Donnell said it was not a labor 
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measure; came from capitalists; would prefer 
to defer it one year. 


Delegate McGuire spoke in favor of the re- 
port. <A limit must be set. If all are allowed 
to come to these shores to compete, where will 


we be? 


Delegate Boyce said the men of wealth were 
more of a detriment than the immigrant. Un- 
just legislation was at the bottom of the 
difficulty. 


Delegate Kidd opposed the report. It would 
be an interference with our traveling cards. 
Thomas Paine, a foreigner, was the first to 
declare for American independence. He was 
opposed to compulsory citizenship. 


Delegate Tobin also opposed the measure, and 
Delegate Myers thought it was not half radi- 
cal enough. . 

Delegate Ashe moved that the entire matter 
be referred to the Executive Council with in- 
structions to investigate and report to our affil- 
iated unions, within six months, and that our 
affiliated unions be requested to instruct their 
delegates to next Convention on_ this. 

Delegate Woodbury favored the report. We 
had four millions of unemployed. 

Delegate Kenehan opposed it. We allowed 
the wealthy to come freely and rob us of our 
country. 

Delegate Clifford said the first scabbing done 
in Pennsylvania was by natives; not one for- 
eign-born scab was now at [,eadville; all were 
natives and a despicable set. 

Delegate McBride also opposed the motion. 
Immigration was not the true cause of the in- 
dustrial difficulty. 

The previous question was called for. 

Motion lost. 

Mar moved we remain in session 
debate 


Delegate 
until is concluded, 
7:30. Carried. 


and reconvene at 


Garland spoke in favor of the re- 
was impossible to organize the for- 
certain iron and 


Delegate 
port. It 
cigners @& coke regions. 

Delegate Lennon opposed the report. 

The motion of Delegate Ashe was adopted by 
a vote of 30 to 22. 


Adjourned at 5:10 o’clock. 
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SEVENTH DAY—Evening Session. 


Called to order at 7:30, 
pers in the chair. 


President Gome 


Roll call ordered: 


Present—Johnson, I,., Lloyd, McGuire, Yar- 


nell, Leslie, Luce, Gompers, Tracey, Dernell, 
Whitaker, Mason, Kelly, J. T., Larger, Dun: 
can, Marr, Kenehan, Barrett, Phillips, Garland, 
O’Connell, Ashe, Varner, Cowell, Boyce, 
Clifford. Black, Schmalz, Mahon, Furuseth, 
Howard, Lennon, White, J., Morrison, Kidd, 
O'Sullivan, Fitzgerald, O’Donnell, Rist, Find- 
lay, Warde, Duffy, Kreyling, Rudd, R. G., 
Henry, Schwartz, vagecs. 


oe O’ Mal- 


ley, Timilty, Weil, Kelly, 


By Delegate Phillips: 

Any organization represented 
vention not paying the 1 
tax levied on the roth inst., on or before Ap- 
ril 1, 1897, shall be notified of the fact by 
the Secretary of the Federation, and if at the 
end of three months from said date it is still 
in arrears it shall become suspended from 
membership in the Federation, and can only 
be reinstated by vote of the Convention when 
such arrearges are paid in full 

Adopted. 


at this con- 
per cent per capita 


By Delegate Warde: 

Moved that the Secretary 
send a copy 
delegates. 

Adopted. 


be empowered to 
of this day’s proceedings to all 


3y Delegate Larger: 

WHEREAS, The Clothing 
city (Local Union, No. 100, United Garment 
Workers of America) have been on a strike 
for eight hours and recognition of union prin- 
ciples and the said union has been carrying 
on the struggle for the last ten months; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention appoint 
a committee of two with business agent to call 
on the clothing manufacurers and use its 
influence to effect an immediate settlement 
and report to the executive council. 

RESOLVED, That this convention of the 
American Federation of Labor endorse the ac- 
tion of Local Union, No. too, United Garment 
Workers of America, in their struggle for 
eight hours and recognition of their union. 

Adopted and Delegates O’Sullivan and Gar- 


tand were appointed. 


Cutters in this 


The Committee on Grievances reported: 

By Delegate Kelly: 

WHEREAS, The National Brotherhood of 
flectrical Workers has always claimed juris- 
diction as a mechanical trade over men doing 
electrical wiring and installing electrical ap- 
paratus in buildings as one of the recognized 
branches of their trades; 

WHEREAS, The National Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes has been encroaching on 
this jurisdiction by doing work both in the 
theaters and out of them, that properly be- 
longs to electrical workers, without regards 


to their wage scale, hours of work, or trade 
rules; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor recognize the trade jurisdiction of 
the electrical workers, and so notify the Na- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegate DeLong: 

RESOLVED, That it be the sense of this 
convention to revoke the charter of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Steam Engineers, No. 6653, 
as it was not granted according to the con- 
stitution of the American’ Federation of 
Labor; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That in case this convention 
does not revole said charter, No. 6653, on or 
before January 1, 1897, that Engineers’ Pro- 
gressive Union, No. 6614, deliver to the proper 
officers of the American Federation of Labor 
said charter No. 6614, and all books and other 
property of the American Federation of Labor 
on or before January 15, 1897. 

Approved. Adopted. 

The Special Committee on 
ers and Printers reported: 

In the matter of the Brewers Union, commit- 
tee called on the Brewers Protective Associa- 
tion of Cincinnati and laid the question of an 
eight-hour work-day before them. They in 
reply stated that while there was some opposi- 
tion offered by some of their members to the 
adoption of an eight-hour work-day in_ their 
respective breweries they concluded to live up 
to the contract they entered into with Brew- 
ery Workers Union and lay the matter of an 
eight-hour work-day over for one year, which 
was satisfactory to the brewery workers. 

In the matter of the Bakers Union called at 
Schneiders’ bakery, Walnut street; refuses to 
sign a contract for a ten-hour work- day, in 
spite of the fact that the bake shop law of this 
state provides for a ten-hour work-day for 
bakers. 

Your committee recommends that this matter 
be referred to the local Bakers Union for ac- 
tion. 

The committee saw the Anchor Cracker Co.; 
succeeded in inducing the firm to run a union 
shop and to introduce the blue union label of 


Brewers, Bak- 


the Bakers Union, commencing January 1, 
1897. 
We have heen unable to see the manager of 
the Freie Presse and the Abend Presse. 
D. KREYLING, 
J. F. O°’MALLEY. 


Concurred in. 


The Committee on Resolutions reported as 
follows: 

By Delegate Kreyling: 

RESOLVED = That the incoming Executive 
Council of the American Federation of Labor 
be hereby instructed to do all in their power 
to have the officers and members of the musi- 
cians local union of St. Louis to assist the 
Trades and Tabor Union and Local Theatrical 
trotherhood, No. 6, of St. Louis, in their 
fight with the theatrical managers of St. Louis. 

Approved. Adopted. 
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By Delegate Findlay: 

WHEREAS, The influences of corporations 
holding or seeking to obtain possession of pub- 
lic franchises are one of the most potent influ- 
ences antagonistic to reformative measures, 
and the most active cause of corruption in poli- 
tics and of mismanagement and extravagance 
in public administration; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Sixteenth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of La- 
bor urges upon all members of affiliated bodies 
that they use every possible effort to assist in 
the substitution in all public utilities—munici- 
pal, state and national, that are in the nature 
of monopolies—public “ownership for corporate 
and private control. 


Concurred in. Adopted. 


Delegate Lennon desired to be recorded 
against. 

In the matter of H. R. 9490, the committee 
recommends that the President of the pmecices 
Federation of Labor correspond with Mr. T. M 
Phillips, Chairman of the Labor Committee, re- 
questing him not to report the bill until the 
representatives of the American Federation of 
Labor have had an opportunity to appear be- 
fore that committee. 

Adopted. 

The Committee on Laws reported: 

By Delegate Tomsen: 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that any 
union that refuses or neglects to comply with 
a_ decision rendered by the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor within 
sixty days, shall be suspended and their charter 
revoked. 

Committee report unfavorably, in that the 
Executive Council already has the power indi- 
cated. 


Concurred in. 

By Delegate Daggett: 

RESOLVED, That in the future Conven- 
tions of the American Federation of Labor the 
following rules shall govern the admission of 
resolutions and amendments to the said body: 

1st. That all resolutions coming from the 
proper sources, signed by the president and sec- 
retary of said bodies, shall be sent to the gen- 
eral secretary at least six weeks before the Som 
vention. 

2d. That the general secretary shall have the 
same printed, and a copy of the same be sent 
to each of the bodies affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor for their discussion 
and amendments, the same amendments to be 
returned to the general secretary at least two 
weeks before the Convention. 

3d. That the general secretary shall have all 
resolutions and amendments classified, num- 
hered and printed and have copies ready for 
presentation to each delegate on the convening 
of the Convention. 

4th. That no resolutions or amendments 
shall be admitted to the floor of Convention 
that do not comply with the above. 

As a substitute your committee recommends 
that Article III, Section 5. of the constitution 
read as follows: 

Resolutions of any character, or propositions 


for changes in this constitution, intended for 
consideration by the Convention, shall be sent 


to the secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor at least two weeks previous to the date 
of the Convention. The secretary shall have 
the same compiled and printed on the program 
of business and mailed to each delegate-elect 
and to the executive officer of each affiliated 
organization, and no resolution or constitutional 
provision shall be considered unless printed in 
the program, without a two-thirds vote of the 
Convention. 


Adopted. 


Your committee recommends that Art. IV. 
Sec. 1, be amended to read as follows: 


The basis of representation in Convention 
shal], be: From national and_ international 
unions, for less than 4,000 members. 1 dele- 
gate; 4,000 or more, 2 delegates; 8,000 or 
more, 3 delegates; 16,000 or more, 4 delegates; 
32,000 or more, 5 delegates, and so on; and 
from central bodies and state federations, and 
from local unions so located as to deprive them 
of representation in state federations or central 
bodies, 1 delegate. 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved to amend latter 
clause as follows: 

And from central bodies and state federa- 
tions, and from local unions not having a 
national union, and from federal labor unions, 
one delegate. Only bona fide wage workers 
who are not members of. or eligible to mem- 
bership in other trade unions shall be eligible 
as delegates from federal labor unions. 

Adopted as amended. 


Delegate Kidd said he was in receipt of com- 
plaint from the Central Labor Union of South 
Bend. Ind., against the Singer Sewing Machine 
Co. Referred to Executive Council. 


Voted that credentials of delegates be re- 
turned to them for souvenirs. 


The Committee on [,ocal and Federated Bod- 
ies reported through Delegate Furuseth: 

By Delegate O’Sullivan: 

RESOLVED, That organizations affiliated 
with state branches and suspended for non- 
payment of dues from the same shall be re- 
garded as in bad standing by local central bod- 
ies. This shall not be construed to mean that 
local unions are compelled to join state branches 
or to remain in the same against their will. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegate Rausch: 

We applied to the officers of your honorable 
hody in March of the present year for a char- 
ter under the name and title of the Die Sinkers\ 
and Drop Forgers Protective Union, at the 
same time informing them that we had been 
formally reorganized as such by the district 
organizer of your body, Mr. Wm. Cowell, and 
by the die sinkers of the city of Toledo and 
vicinity uniting with us. Under protest from 
the International Association of Machinists, 
the charter has been refused, the machinists 
claiming jurisdiction over the die sinkers. 
This is denied by the die sinkers, who are at 
present unorganized, and who are still desirous 
of uniting with the Drop Forgers’ Union, but 
who are still being opposed and prevented by 
the International Association of Machinists. 
The die sinkers are in every sense an allied 
craft of the drop forging trade, and do not rec- 
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ognize the International Association of Ma- 
chinists as having any jurisdiction over them, 
or of being any benefit to them in their trade. 

We, therefore, respectfully petition you to 
cause an investigation to be made at once, by 
committee or otherwise, as may suit your con- 
venience, so we may have an opportunity of 
demonstrating to you our right to a charter un- 
der the title and name as above given. 


On the petition of the Drop Forgers’ Protec- 
tive Union in regard to die sinkers, we recom- 
mend that the petition be denied, and that the 
aforesaid die sinkers be connected with the 
International Association of Machinists, and 
that the said International Association of Ma- 
chinists have full jurisdiction over the die 
sinkers, who, in the opinion of your committee, 
form a part of the machinists’ trade. 


Delegate Raush spoke against the report. The 
die sinkers are engaged in a separate calling. 
He moved to non-concur. 


Delegates Ashe and Warner said they were 
all machinists, and should belong to that organ- 
ization. 


Delegate Furuseth moved to amend to strike 
out “non.” Adopted. 


Report of committee concurred in. 

Delegate Raush desired to be 
against. 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor will meet mm Convention on the 14th 
inst.; therefore, be i ee 

RESOLVED, That the Michigan Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, do hereby 
petition the American Federation of Labor to 
devise ways and means to thoroughly organize 
the unskilled labor of this country; also to 
devise ways and means to form them _ into 
national organizations of their crafts; and, be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution 
be forwarded to the officers of the. American 
Federation of Labor. 

On this petition of the Michigan State Fed- 
eration in regard to organizing unskilled labor 
and forming them into a national body, your 
committee recommends that the petition be en- 
dorsed and that the Executive Council be in- 
structed, consistent with the opportunities and 
means at their disposal. to carry out this reso- 
lution to the end that the general standard of 
living may be raised and that the temptation, 
arising from necessity, to cut wages may be 
minimized. Adopted. 


recorded 


The report of committee was adopted as a 
whole. 


By delegate J. T. Kelly: 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Council be 
and is hereby directed to prepare a suitable set 
of resolutions to be presented, suitably en- 
grossed and framed, to Aug. McCraith for his 
past valuable services to the cause of labor in 
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his official capacity as secretary of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


Adopted. 


The election of a Legislative Committee to 
attend Congress was taken up, and Delegate 
Dernell moved that the portion relative to the 
election of two members be reconsidered. 


Carried. 


Delegate Dernell moved to strike out ‘‘two’ 
and insert ‘‘one.”” Adopted. 


Moved to adopt as amended. Carried. 

Delegate O’Sullivan nominated Andrew Furu- 
seth, who was elected by acclamation. 

Delegate Tobin reported that a committee of 

five had been appointed by the International 
Label League to act in conjunction with the 
Executive Council. Committee: Delegates 
Tobin, Dernell, Fox, Phillips, Mason. 
_ RESOLVED, That this Convention tender 
its thanks to the Cincinnati Central Labor 
Council and affiliated trade unions, the citi- 
zens, the press, to Harry Rainforth, of the 
Grand Opera House, and to the Musicians’ Pro- 
tective Union for many courtesies received. 


Adopted. 


Delegate Yarnell stated that Florence Fair- 
view was present and desired a hearing on cer- 
tain statements made about her actions while 
in New York City, and upon which she had 
been unable to secure a hearing before the 
state branch. 


Moved by Delegate Tracey: 


RESOLVED, That if Miss Fairview has 
any grievance, she make the same in writing to 
the Executive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and the Executive Council is 
hereby instructed to investigate the matter fully 
and report its findings. 


Lost by a vote of 32 to 9. and Miss Fairview 
was accorded a lraring. 

Delegate Yarnell moved that this Convention 
recommend to the New York State Branch 
that the case be reopened. 

Delegate O'Sullivan moved that the matter 
be referred to the Executive Council, a careful 
investigation made, and, if in their judgment 
proper, they recommend to the New York State 
Branch that the case be reopened. Lost, and 
motion of Delegate Yarnell was carried. 

Prof. Louis Vigoroux, representing the Musee 
Sociale, Paris, France, was admitted, and ad- 
dressed the delegates, expressing his apprecia- 
tion at meeting them and extending his con- 
gratulations upon the general progress being 
made. 

Adjourned sine die at 9:50 P. M. 

AUG. McCRAITH, Secretary. 





